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Google sends reply to Delhi 
police on CBSE papers leak

��PTI 
	

NEW DELHI
The Delhi police’s crime 
branch has got a reply 
from Google on the details 
it had sought pertaining 
to the e-mail address from 
where the CBSE chairper-
son was sent a mail about 
the Class 10 mathemat-
ics paper being leaked, an 
official privy to the probe 
said.

Special commission-
er of police (crime) R P 

Upadhyay said they have 
received details of the 
e-mail address and the 
sender of the mail has 
been identified.

Six more people, in-
cluding two directors of 
a private coaching cen-
tre in   Chatra district of 
Jharkhand, were  appre-
hended on Saturday in 
connection with the CBSE 
question paper leaks, the 
police there said.

Mining debt relief scheme 
extended by six  months

��NT NETWORK

PANAJI
Town and Country Plan-
ning Minister Vijai Sard-
esai, who is part  of the 
three-member cabinet ad-
visory committee, on Sat-
urday said the government 
has already begun the pro-
cess of granting financial 
package to truckers and 
barge owners – the  min-
ing dependent people – by 
extending the debt relief 
scheme for six months.

Speaking to reporters, 
he said  the scheme has 
been extended by the state 
government after discus-
sions with Union minister 
Nitin Gadkari. 

“As per the old scheme, 
only those who defaulted 
in paying their dues to the 
banks can avail the benefit 
of the scheme. But now the 
government wants to give 
relief to everyone,” he said 
adding that the decision 

in this regard will be taken 
soon.

According to him, those 
truck and barge owners 
who have cleared the bank 
loans should also get the 
benefit of the scheme. And 
the government is work-
ing in that direction as it 
feels that all the people 
affected by the Supreme 
Court-ordered  mining 
closure should get relief.

Meanwhile, Sardesai, 
who is also the Agricul-
ture Minister, stated that 
there is a problem in ac-
quiring 100 acres of land 
for the proposed flori-

culture estate, as such the 
government has planned 
to revive the polyhouse 
scheme which has been 
on hold.

He said that earlier the 
government had identi-
fied land for the proposed 
estate at Sulcorna in 
Sanguem taluka, but the 
forest department has de-
nied handing it over to the 
agriculture department.

“Now, we have discussed 
the matter with the village 
panchayat of Loliem-Po-
lem seeking 100 acres of 
land for the estate,” Sard-
esai added.

State BJP leaders to 
canvass in Karnataka

��NT NETWORK

PANAJI  
Bharatiya Janata Party 
leaders from Goa will 
participate in the party’s 
campaign for the May 12 
assembly polls in Karna-
taka. 

These leaders will cam-
paign in nine  assembly 
constituencies in  north-
ern Karnataka including  
Belgavi district. 

State BJP general secre-
tary Damodar  Naik said 
that  Goa BJP president and 
Rajya Sabha member Vi-
nay Tendulkar along with 
Sidharth Kunkalienkar, 

Bhavesh Jambavlikar and 
Guru Pawaskar will han-
dle this campaign in three 
electoral constituencies in 
Belgavi district.

“Local leaders like Rajen-
dra Arlekar, Nilesh Cabral, 
Mahadev Naik, Vijay Pai 
Khot, Sharmad Raiturkar 
and Hemant Golatkar, 
along with me will cam-
paign in  six electoral con-
stituencies in northern 
Karnataka,” Naik added, 
pointing out that he would 
be the district co-ordina-
tor  of party’s campaign in 
northern Karnataka.

NANDESH KAMBLI | NT

A view of the developed Kadamba plateau 
which is part of the Greater Panaji Planning and 
Development Authority

ple,” the minister stated  at 
at a press conference held 
at his party’s office.

Following the decision 

of the government, only 
Taleigao village and the   
Kadamba plateau will be 
part of the GPPDA.  

��NT NETWORK

PANAJI
Following the protests 
from the people,  Town and 
Country Planning Minister 
Vijai Sardesai on Saturday 
announced that all villages 
from St Cruz and St Andre 
constituencies that had 
been included in the Great-
er Panaji Planning and De-
velopment Authority will 
no longer be part of the 
recently-constituted body. 

“I respect the sentiments 
of the people and surren-
ders to the will of the peo-

Govt climbs down,   
curtails GPPDA reach
Villages in St Cruz and St Andre constituencies will no longer be part of Greater Panaji PDA

The villagers of St Cruz, 
Chimbel, Batim, Curca-
Bambolim, Siridao and 
Gancim had strongly op-
posed the inclusion of 
their villages in the GPPDA.

Sardesai said  the GP-
PDA was constituted by 
including the villages as 
their elected representa-
tives had made written 
requests to his depart-
ment. However, these 
elected representatives 
subsequently retracted 
their stand after protests  
from the people.

Agriculture Minister 
Vijai Sardesai said  
that there is a problem 
in acquiring 100 
acres of land for the 
proposed floriculture 
estate, as such the 

government has planned to revive the 
polyhouse scheme which has been on hold

Fractious BJP leaders chastised and quietened
��NT NETWORK

PANAJI  
The silence of ‘rebellious’ 
state BJP leaders, including 
some MLAs, in  the recent 
past has been the result 
of strict warnings to them 
from the central BJP leader-
ship as it wants no distrac-
tions, especially from its 
own members, during the 
period preceding the May 
12 Karnataka elections.

Some of the local BJP 
leaders had displayed over 
enthusiasm in their sup-
port to the recent agitation 

by the mining depend-
ent people, which went 
berserk, while others had 
been making statements 
expressing their lack of 
trust in the present state 
administration in the ab-
sence of the Chief Minister, 
Manohar Parrikar. 

There were also reports 

on social media and sec-
tion of the media  touting 
Speaker Pramod Sawant as 
the provisional leader in 
the absence of Parrikar.

Highly-placed party 
sources told this daily that 
the departure of Parrikar to 
the US for advanced treat-
ment was followed by a 

spate of statements com-
ing from local BJP leaders, 
which at times, even raised 
doubts about the three-
member cabinet advisory 
committee appointed by 
Parrikar himself, to func-
tion in his absence. 

“The recently appointed 
desk in-charge of the party 
for Goa BJP unit Avinash 
Rai Khanna, who visited 
the state a few days back, 
took serious note of such 
statements coming from 
some of the local BJP lead-
ers and reported the same 
to the party central leader-

ship,” the sources main-
tained, informing that 
such leaders have now 
been “reprimanded with 
disciplinary action”, if they 
continue with the same. 

It is also learnt that the 
state BJP leaders, includ-
ing the party legislators 
have been told not to un-
necessarily “assume lead-
ership” of the activists 
involved in various agita-
tions ranging from speed 
governors to mining. They 
have been told not to even 

> “The recently appointed desk in-charge of the 
party for Goa BJP unit Avinash Rai Khanna, who 
visited the state a few days back, took serious 
note of such statements coming from some of the 
local BJP leaders and reported the same to the 
party central leadership”

Exposing chinks in state cabinet

��NT NETWORK

PANAJI
Exposing chinks in the 
state cabinet, Health Min-
ister Vishwajit Rane on 
Saturday demanded that 
the decision to hike pow-
er tariff in the state must 
be kept in abeyance till 
Chief Minister Manohar 
Parrikar returns to Goa.

He threatened to hold a 
‘midnight protest march’ 
with the people from Sat-
tari taluka against the 

power tariff hike, which 
is due to come into force 
from April 1.

“Poor people will suffer 
due to the hike in power 
tariff of 11 per cent and 

9 per cent for domestic 
and agricultural connec-
tions respectively… It is 
not acceptable to us. Yes-
terday I spoke to Pow-
er Minister Pandurang 
Madkaikar and told him 
that this decision needs 
to be kept in abeyance till 
the Chief Minister comes 
back to the state,” said 
Rane while addressing 
the press conference in 
Panaji.

Vishwajit fumes at  
power tariff hike
Opposition leader demands rollback of hike
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PANAJI
The villagers of St Andre 
and St Cruz, while welcom-
ing the announcement 
made by the TCP Minister 
Vijai Sardesai about the ex-
clusion of the villages from 
the Greater Panaji Plan-
ning and Development Au-
thority (GPPDA), said that 
it would have been bet-
ter if the announcement 
had to be made by the TCP  
Board.

Convenor of Goen-
kars Against PDA, Arturo 
D’Souza, while speaking to 
this daily, said that the TCP 
Minister Vijai Sardesai was 
speaking on behalf of the 
TCP board, and added that 
they are not very happy 
as the Minister said that 
‘the formal decision on 
the same will be taken on  
April 9.’

D’Souza said all the 
stakeholders held a meet-
ing on Saturday at Talei-
gao, and decided  to  hold 
a meeting on April 2 to 
decide on whether to go 
ahead with the April 6 agi-
tation or not. 

Decision on the agita-
tion will be announced on 
April 3, he said and added 
that Goenkars Against PDA 
is doubtful as to whether 
the TCP Minister will stick 
to his words or take a U-
turn.

Commenting on the Re-
gional Plan, he said that 
the Goenkars Against PDA 
will find out whether the 
changes are being done in 
the plan as per the assur-
ances given to the people 
or whether it is the same 
plan which was rejected by 
the people earlier (2012). 

On Saturday morn-
ing, while succumbing 

to the demand  from the 
St Andre and St Cruz vil-
lagers, the TCP Minister  
said that in order to pro-
tect the Goenkarponn, 
the villages, which were 
included in the Greater 
Panaji Planning and Devel-
opment Authority, are being 
 excluded.  

Meanwhile, the Chimbel 
villagers said that the Min-
ister has kept the villagers 
on tenterhooks by saying 
that the formal decision 
would be taken on April 9.

They said, “Sometimes 
he talks about Taleigao, 
sometimes he speaks 
about Kadamba plateau, so 
on and so forth, and he is 
negotiating piecemeal and 
this is not acceptable to the 
villagers.” 

They said that the Min-
ister is trying to pacify the 
people as the agitation is 
being intensified.

St Andre, St Cruz locals want  
formal TCP Board announcement 
on ‘exclusion from GPPDA’
To decide on agitation tomorrow

��NT NETWORK

VASCO
The directorate of rev-
enue intelligence (DRI) 
- Goa region unit, on Sat-
urday, seized 3.229 kg of 
gold worth Rs 1 crore from 
a passenger, who had ar-
rived at the Dabolim in-
ternational airport by Air 
Arabia flight (G9-492) from  
Sharjah.

Sources said that the DRI 
sleuths intercepted a Goan 
passenger upon his arrival 
at the airport by Air Arabia 
flight (G9-492) from Shar-
jah during the wee hours 
on Saturday. The sleuths 
searched the baggage of the 

passenger thoroughly, but 
could not find any smug-
gled material.  And, so, lat-
er carried out the personal 
search which resulted in 
the seizure of 3.229 kg gold, 
worth Rs 1 crore. 

The seizure consists of 
four gold bars and gold 
chain which was tied 
around waist.

After thorough investi-
gation and interrogation, 
the passenger revealed 
that the gold consignment 
was handed over to him by 
another passenger from 
Kozhikode-Kerala, who 
had also travelled by the 
same flight.

Based upon the infor-

mation, the DRI sleuths 
succeeded in nabbing the 
passenger who had hand-
ed over the gold consign-
ment. He was traced in 
the baggage hall before he 
could exit the customs ar-
rival hall.

The passenger has ad-
mitted his involvement in 
smuggling the gold, and 
also admitted to having 
handed over the gold to his 
fellow passenger. 

Both the passengers 
were arrested as per the 
guidelines of the Board of 
Central Board of Excise, 
Customs and Services Tax, 
New Delhi. Further investi-
gation is in progress.

3.2 kg gold seized at Dabolim airport
Two passengers arrested
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VASCO
The Crime Branch sleuths 
of Goa police, on Saturday, 
arrested 3rd Indian Reserve 
Battalion (IRB) police con-
stable  Azim Patel (25), a 
resident of Birla Zuarina-
gar, who is attached to the 
Verna police station, in 
connection with the cas-
es of theft of cell phones, 
which were reported at the 
Bambolim beach early this 
month.

As per the available in-
formation, the Crime 
Branch sleuths detained 
Patel on Saturday evening 

upon a reliable and spe-
cific information about 
his alleged involvement 
in mobile theft cases that 
were reported at Bambolim 
beach. 

There were complaints 
of theft of mobiles of some 
tourists.  The primary in-
vestigation was earlier 
carried out by the Agas-
saim police, but it was then 
handed over to the Crime 
Branch.

As per the investiga-
tion carried by the Crime 
Branch,   the constable had 
received the stolen mobile 
phones from two of his 
friends, including a history 

sheeter. He then sold the 
mobile phones. 

The police constable was 
picked up from the Verna 
police station while he was 
discharging his duty on 
Saturday evening. 

The Crime Branch is on 
the lookout for two other 
accused in the case. Fur-
ther investigation is be-
ing carried by the Crime 
Branch PI Rajesh Kumar 
under the supervision of 
his superiors.

The anti-terrorist squad 
(ATS) of Goa police assisted 
the Crime Branch sleuths 
while arresting the IRB po-
lice constable.

IRB constable held in cell 
phone theft cases

��NT NETWORK

PANAJI
Panaji police have rescued 
a minor girl, and arrested  
21-year-old  native of Uttar 
Pradesh on charges of kid-
napping the girl.

The accused has been 
identified as Chandan 
Kharwar.

The police said that the 
accused had kidnapped the 
14-year-girl and fled to the 
Uttar Pradesh. 

The incident had oc-
curred earlier this month, 
and a complaint in this re-

gard was lodged by father 
of the  girl.

Following the com-
plaint, the police traced 
the accused in the Uttar 
Pradesh along with the 
victim girl. The accused 
has been arrested in con-
nection with the case of 
kidnapping, the police  
said. 

The accused had come 
to Goa for work some 6 
months back. While in Goa 
he came in contact with 
the victim girl and report-
edly befriended her, the 
police said.

1 held in kidnapping case

��NT NETWORK

PANAJI
Governor Dr Mridula Sin-
ha, and  Chief Minister 
Manohar Parrikar have 
extended greetings to the 
people of Goa, especially 
Christians, on the  auspi-
cious occasion of Easter.

The Governor, in her 
message, has said, “Easter 
is the celebration of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the tomb after his 
crucifixion. Easter is the 
fulfilled prophecy of the 
Lord Jesus, who was per-
secuted, died for our sins, 
and rose on the third day. 
Remembering the resur-
rection of Jesus is a way to 
renew daily hope that we 

will always have victory 
over sin. Jesus taught us to 
love God and love our fel-
low human beings. He led 
by example, and for mil-
lions of us his teachings 
are just as relevant now, as 
they were in his lifetime. 
Easter reminds us all to 
follow our conscience and 
ask not what we are enti-
tled to, but what we can 
do for others. It teaches us 
about charity, compassion, 
responsibility and forgive-
ness.”

“Let us rejoice in the re-
splendent resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus on this East-
er. May the teachings of 
Christ be our moral, spir-
itual and ethical beacon in 
the days to come and usher 

our lives into the infinite 
holiness of peace and se-
renity,” the Governor has 
added.

In his message, the Chief 
Minister has said that East-
er is a time to share love 
and happiness. “On this 
day, let us pledge to strive 
for the benefit and welfare 
of others and let peace and 
harmony prevail among 
the people.”

Meanwhile, Shantaram 
Naik, ex-MP and    presi-
dent   of Goa Pradesh Con-
gress Committee, and en-
tire Congress family have 
extended greetings to the 
people of Goa, especially, 
Christian  brothers and sis-
ters,  on the auspicious oc-
casion of Easter.

Governor, CM extend Easter greetings

��NT NETWORK

PANAJI
The department of educa-
tion has maintained that 
the special monthly grant 
of Rs 400 per student as 
provided by the govern-
ment to aided primary 
Konkani/ Marathi schools 
since 2013 has on one hand 
increased the revenue of 
such schools under ad-
missibility items, while on 
the other, it has indirectly 
affected the prospects of 
the government primary 
schools, which have no 
such revenue under the 
particular scheme.

The scheme was intro-
duced by the government 
in the wake of difficulties 
faced by the aided primary 
Konkani/ Marathi schools, 
in accessing benefits un-
der government’s earlier 
one-time grant scheme. 

The special monthly 
grant of Rs 400 per stu-
dent from such schools is 
also an incentive to them 
for imparting education in 
mother tongue.

Coming out with this 
information, the director 
of education G P Bhat said 
that for the past one dec-
ade, the number of govern-
ment primary schools in 

Goa has come down from 
1,200 to around 870, and 
this is primarily because 
of the drop in their enrol-
ment. 

 “Today, 350 out of these 
870 government primary 
schools are in excellent 
conditions, with their in-
frastructure revamped by 
the Goa State Infrastruc-
ture Development Corpo-
ration, while infrastruc-
ture of the rest would be 
given facelift in a phase-
wise manner, from the 
forthcoming academic 
year,” he informed, point-
ing out that the qual-
ity of teachers in the gov-
ernment schools is also 
satisfactory with all the 
teachers in them having 
completed BEd course.

 “However, it is the speed 

of recruitment in govern-
ment school, which is far 
slower than that in the aid-
ed schools,” he said, main-
taining that the teachers 
are also preferring jobs in 
aided schools, which now 
already have sufficient 
funds in their accounts, 
largely due to the special 
monthly grant of Rs 400 
per student. 

Speaking further, the 
director of education said 
that there is also a miscon-
ception among the parents 
with regard to a circular 
issued by the department 
of education, earlier this 
year, to all the schools in 
the state, pertaining to the 
preference in admissions 
to be given to the students 
based on the distance of 
their residence from the 

nearby school.
The department, in this 

circular, had worked out 
different distance cri-
teria for students at the 
primary, middle and sec-
ondary school levels for 
admissions. At the primary 
school level, students who 
live within a kilometre ra-
dius of the school would 
earn 60 per cent marks, 
in the admission process 
right away. At the middle 
school level, children liv-
ing within three kilome-
tres and, at the secondary 
school level, those living 
within five kilometres of 
the school would be re-
ceiving 60 per cent marks 
in the admission process.

The director of educa-
tion said that as of today, 
there is Konkani/ Mar-
athi aided or government 
school located every one 
kilometre, in the state. 

“However, the problem 
with the parents is that 
they want only Marathi/ 
Konkani aided schools for 
their children and are not 
interested in such govern-
ment schools even if they 
are in the neighbourhood,” 
he lamented, pointing out 
that the department of ed-
ucation cannot provide so-
lution to such mentality by 

increasing the number of 
aided schools in the state, 
which have either Konkani 
or Marathi as their medi-
um of instruction.

Bhat said that if anyone 
convinces the department 
of education that there 
is no language primary 
school within an area of 
one kilometre, anywhere 
in the state, and there are 
15 to 20 students, who re-
side in the particular area, 
then the department can 
consider the application 
for opening a new primary 
school in the locality.  

 “Nevertheless, if the 
parents fail to get admis-
sion for their children in 
the Konkani/ Marathi pri-
mary schools, then they 
should approach the de-
partment of education, 
and would be provided 
with the same,” he noted, 
reiterating that the depart-
ment would take respon-
sibility of admission for 
such students. 

It was also informed that 
the quality of government 
schools in the state can be 
gauged from the fact that 
during the last academic 
year, out of the 77 govern-
ment high schools here, 
27 posted 100 per cent re-
sults.

Special grants to aided schools 
hit govt primary schools hard
Enrollment drop brings down number of schools from 1,200 to around 870

Today, 350 out of these 870 
government primary schools 
are in excellent conditions, with 

their infrastructure revamped by the 
Goa State Infrastructure Development 
Corporation, while infrastructure of the 
rest would be given facelift in a phase-
wise manner, from the forthcoming 
academic year” 
— G P Bhat, Director of Education
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PANAJI
The state government has 
ordered a magisterial in-
quiry into the February 
incident that occurred in 
the Central Jail, Colvale, 
on the occasion of Ma-
hashivaratri wherein two 
prisoners had fallen ill af-
ter they said to have con-
sumed milk laced with 
suspected ‘bhang’. 

The inquiry has been 
ordered so as to bring 
out clear facts and fix re-
sponsibility for the said 
incident. The Additional 
Collector-I (North) has 
been appointed as the in-
quiry officer and report is 
expected to be submitted 
before April 20.

The order in this re-
gard has been issued by 
the Home Department re-
cently.

As per the order, the 
government is of the view 
that the enquiry conduct-
ed by the Superintendent, 
Central Jail, Colvale is not 
up to the mark and failed 
to bring out the exact 
cause of spiking of milk 
which  had threatened the 

lives of the inmates. 
The incident has 

brought to light a blatant 
breach of security cordon 
and lapses on the part of 
both the jail officials and 
the Indian Reserve Bat-
talion (IRB) personnel 
who have been posted for 
frisking and security pur-
pose, the order has said.

The inquiry has been 
ordered to be conducted 
on the terms of reference 
some of which include 
how and who supplied 
milk, tablets and other 
substance that were used 
by the said under-trial 
prisoner to prepare the 
spiked drink. 

Whether there was any 
food poisoning, whether 
any of the jail officials or 
the IRB personnel is re-
sponsible for the said in-
cident. The inquiry of-
ficer has also been asked 
to give suggestions and 
recommendation to 
prevent recurrence of 
such incidents in the  
future.

It may be recalled that 
the prison authority had 
suspended five jail of-
ficials assistant jailor 
Shivprasad Lotlikar, head 
guard Rajendra Wadkar, 
jail guards Vijay Dessai, 
Kiran Naik and Caitan 
Godinho in connection 
with the incident. 

Sources informed that 
prima facie their involve-
ment was suspected as 
they were on duty on that 
particular day when the 
incident had occurred. 

The prison officials 
were suspended after a 
preliminary inquiry into 
the incident and the in-
quiry report regarding the 
incident was sent to the 
government and had rec-
ommended for a magiste-
rial probe.

Govt orders magisterial inquiry into 
Colvale Central Jail ‘bhang’ incident

The inquiry has 
been ordered to be 
conducted on the 
terms of reference 
some of which 
include how and 
who supplied milk, 
tablets and other 
substance that were 
used by the said 
under-trial prisoner 
to prepare the 
spiked drink

NANDESH KAMBLI | NT

Devotees seen offering oil and ‘shendur’ to Lord Hanuman on the occasion 
‘janmotsav’ at Miramar temple on Saturday
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PANAJI
Crime Branch police have 
filed closure report in the 
case pertaining to seizure 
of cash amounting to over 
Rs 1 crore post-demoneti-
sation (mostly in denom-
ination of new currency 
notes), as it has found no 
evidence to prove crimi-
nal conspiracy of bank 
officials or government 
servants and four accused 
persons.

With no evidence to 
prove the charges, the 
police have submitted 
C-final report before the 
JMFC, Panaji.

According to the police, 
there was suspicion that 
the new currency notes 
of such magnitude were 
availed by the accused 
persons illegally in con-
nivance with some bank 
officials, however, the 
probe has ruled out this 
theory. 

A senior police officer 
referring to the state-
ments recorded dur-
ing the probe said that 
the new currency notes 
were obtained legally by 
some individuals through 
banks and it appears that 
the same were to be ex-
changed against old notes 
(demonetised) for a com-
mission. The persons 

Police file closure report 
in `1-cr cash seizure case

With no evidence to 
prove the charges, the 
police have submitted 
C-final report before the 
JMFC, Panaji

who were questioned 
had also submitted bank 
statements in support of 
their claim.

It may be recalled that 
in December 2016, the 
police had registered an 
FIR against four persons, 
unknown bank officials 
and government servants 
on charges of criminal 
conspiracy and criminal 
breach of trust in connec-
tion with the seizure of 
over Rs 1 crore.

The four person were 
identified as Yellappa In-
gale, a native of Bagalkot, 
Karnataka and residing 
at Uppar Bazar Ponda, Fa-
rooq Pirzada from Pandit-
wado, Ponda,    Siddappa 
Kappanavar from Chim-
bel and Ramesh Narvekar 
from Merces.

The police had seized 
large number of new cur-
rency notes in two sepa-
rate incidents (in Ponda 
and in Porvorim) in De-
cember 2016. In the first 
instance cash of Rs 35 lakh 
(1,715 notes of Rs 2,000 
rupees, eight notes of Rs 
500 (new), 639 notes of Rs 
100 and 42 notes of Rs 50) 
was seized at Ponda.
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Slipshod water 
pipeline work 
annoys Balli locals 

��NT NETWORK 

MARGAO
Bursting of a water pipe-
line along the Salaulim-
Balli route on Wednesday 
evening for second time 
in hardly a week’s time has 
left villagers fuming with 
gallons of water going a 
waste. The villagers are 
pointing fingers at the Pub-
lic Works Department and 
blaming it of shoddy work. 

A Balli villager Mahesh 
Phaldessai said, “Just last 
week the pipeline was 
fixed using bulldozers and 
heavy machinery. Villagers 
would take to the streets if 
the department resorts to 
shoddy work.” 

Late in the night several 
people were collecting wa-
ter overflowing from the 
pipeline in cans. “I don’t get 
water in my village in Kani-
bagh and had to come to 
Balli for the past four days 
to get water for our house. 
On my way back home, I no-
ticed the water being wast-
ed,” said Rama Gaonkar. 

Though the overflowing 
of water was stopped on 
Thursday morning, many 
in the area are also point-
ing fingers at the PWD 
Minister. “The minister is 
going around giving talks 
importance of water and 
here there is an instance 
where so much water got 
wasted. No PWD official 
had come in the night to 
take stock of it,” alleged an-
other local. 

The barbed wire fence put up by CCMC authorities 
around the old CCMC building which will be 
demolished. Some shoppers have got injured after 
coming in contact with the wires

Sameer Bhatt | NT��NT NETWORK

CURCHOREM
Shopkeepers evicted from 
the old Curchorem-Cacora 
Municipal Council (CCMC) 
building in the main mar-
ket area have one again 
raised concern over the al-
leged lethargic attitude of 
CCMC authorities in their 
rehabilitation and the con-
struction of new building.

On Wednesday, a del-
egation of the shopkeep-
ers called on the chief of-
ficer Pramod Dessai and 
demanded that the barbed 
wire fencing around the 
old building be removed 
and replaced with other 
wire to avoid inconven-
ience to the buyers. The 
chief officer has agreed to 
replace the fencing.

Interestingly, though the 
chief officer claims that all 

the shopkeepers have been 
evicted from the old build-
ing, some shopkeepers 
are still carrying out their 
business in the said build-
ing.

Shopkeeper Jiakumar 
Khandsekar, expressing 
deep anguish, said that the 
shops in GSUDA market 
allotted to them are small 
and no shopkeeper is ready 

to shift into the shops. He 
said that the shopkeepers 
are apprehensive about 
the proposed new building 
as they have not yet been 
shown the plan. 

Dessai however claimed 
that the plan of the pro-
posed building was sub-
mitted to the Town and 
Country Planning office at 
Quepem from where it was 
sent to the Chief Town and 
Country Planning office 
in Panaji and finally it has 
been sent to the govern-
ment for approval.

CCMC chairperson Fe-
lix Fernandes said that the 
groundwork for putting up 
a new shed is underway 
and the displaced shop-
keepers will be accommo-
dated there. He also said 
that the process of signing 
the agreement will start 
from the next week.

Barbed wire fencing endangering 
customers: Curchorem shopkeepers
CCMC CO assures to replace it ��NT NETWORK 

MARGAO
With attempts to pacify 
Seraulim and Benaulim 
locals to start work on the 
western bypass project 
in these villages coming 
to a naught, PWD Minis-
ter Ramakrishna ‘Sudin’ 
Dhavalikar will visit the 
areas next week and ad-
dress people’s concerns 
about the project. 

Though the work in 
other areas including 
Nuvem and Navelim has 
already started, work in 
Seraulim and Benaulim 
has been stalled as locals 
are demanding building 
the bypass on stilts. 

Chief Minister Mano-
har Parrikar had visited 
the area in January this 
year and assured locals 
of making changes to the 
original plan. Earlier this 
month, a revised plan was 
drafted and sent to the 
local MLA Churchill Ale-
mao. 

Local panchayat of-
ficials have also disap-
proved the revised plan. 
Villagers claimed that 
under the new plan, only 
the number of culverts 
was increased and the is-

Dhavalikar to impress upon Seraulim, 
Benaulim locals on bypass project 

sue of flooding especially 
in low-lying areas not ad-
dressed. Alemao also said 
that he is in favour of by-
pass on stilts.

PWD officials present at 
the meeting between lo-
cal panchayats and MLA 
last week said that they 
would apprise the depart-
ment officials about the 
villagers concern. 

Due to the objections 
that have arisen yet 
again, Dhavalikar will  
now visit the area and 
clear concerns as well as 
try to restart work on the 
bypass. With the strong 
stand of locals not to set-
tle for anything other 
than stilts, it remains to 
be seen whether there 
will be another revised 
plan. 
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CALANGUTE
Calangute panchayat has 
procured two mini vehi-

cles at an estimated cost 
of Rs 14 lakh under CSR for 
purpose of door-to-door 
garbage collection in its ju-
risdiction.

The concerned contractor 
was facing problems in col-
lecting garbage from house-
holds that have narrow road 
access and then the resi-

Two more vehicles for effective 
garbage collection in Calangute

Calangute sarpanch handing over the keys of garbage vehicle to the contractor 

Joseph Pinto| NT dents would complain to 
the panchayat over irregular 
garbage collection. Sources 
from panchayat told this 
daily that the panchayat has 
its own garbage trucks to 
collect garbage and that the 
panchayat collects highest 
amount of garbage which 
is delivered to the plant at 
Saligao. The panchayat, tak-
ing note of problems of gar-
bage collection from hous-
es along narrow roads, has 
added two more vehicles for 
the task.

Sarpanch Anthony Me-
nezes said that two more 
vehicles have been added 
to the fleet of 7 garbage 
trucks, owned by the pan-
chayat. These vehicles have 
been bought under the CSR 
at an estimated cost of Rs 
14 lakh. 












































