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JD-U expels 
2 dissidents

PTI 
New Delhi

The Janata Dal-United on Wednesday ex-
pelled its dissident leaders Prashant Kishor 
and Pavan Varma, capping months of their 
bitter differences with its president and Bi-
har Chief Minister Nitish Kumar over the 
Modi government’s citizenship measures, 
including the CAA.

Showing the door to its vice -president 
Kishor, the party accused him of using 
“insulting” words against Kumar as well 
as not adhering to party discipline and 
abusing the “respect” given to him by the 
JD-U president. 

Announcing the expulsion of both Kis-
hor and party general secretary Varma, a 
JD-U statement, issued by its chief general 
secretary K C Tyagi,  said the conduct of 
both leaders in the recent past has made it 

BJP for tax tweaks in 
budget to woo investors

REUTERS 
New Delhi 

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
has recommended adjust-
ing rules on taxing equity 
market returns in the up-
coming budget on February 
1, which if accepted, could 
attract more capital inflows 
into the stock markets, a 
senior party leader said.

Financial market par-
ticipants have been lob-
bying for scrapping long-
term capital gains tax on 
investment in equity or 
equity-oriented funds or 
extending the holding 
period from the current 
one year to two years with 
nil tax.

India charges 15 per cent 

short-term capital gains 
tax if equity shares are sold 
within a year and at 10 per 
cent if sold after a year.

Another demand has 
been for an amendment to 
dividend distribution tax 
rules.

In pre-budget consulta-
tions with Union Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man and the Prime Min-
ister’s Office, BJP leaders 
have urged the government 
to consider industry de-
mands and listed measures 
to revive investments, Go-
pal Krishna Agarwal, eco-
nomic affairs spokesman 
of BJP, told Reuters in an 
interview.

Clinical signs and symptoms of 
novel coronavirus are fever cold 
and respiratory distress

Observe good personal 
hygiene; practise frequent 
hand washing with soap

Wear mask if you have 
respiratory symptoms such 
as cough or runny nose 

Avoid contact with live 
animals and consumption 
of raw/undercooked meat

For any help, call up on 
national helpline centre on 
+91-11-23978046 or toll-free 
helpline number 104

KEEPING OFF CORONAVIRUS

NO ROOM FOR CHANCES

Four Goans under watch over nCoV
No screening of  

passengers yet at 
Dabolim airport

NT NETWORK
Vasco 

Airport director Gagan Ma-
lik on Wednesday main-
tained that the Union 
health ministry has not is-
sued any directive to the 
Airport Authority of India 
to set up a centre or a unit 
at the Dabolim airport to 
screen passengers over 
coronavirus. 

Speaking to ‘The 
Navhind Times’, Malik said, 
“The Union health ministry 
has not issued any travel 
advisory or directive to the 
Airport Authority of India 
to set up a centre or a unit 
at the Dabolim airport to 
screen passengers. There 
is no need of installing 
thermal imaging to screen 

NT NETWORK
Panaji

Four Goans, who recently 
returned from China, have 
been put under watch by 
the directorate of health 
services, where their health 
condition is being con-
stantly monitored to check 
if they have developed 
any symptoms of novel 
coronavirus (nCoV).  

Health officers at the 
DHS are tracking the re-
turnees on a daily basis to 
see if they are experien-
cing any symptoms of the 
deadly virus, such as fever, 
cough and respiratory dis-
tress.

Speaking to ‘The Navhind 
Times’, state epidemiolo-
gist Dr Utkarsh Betodkar 
said, “The daily checkup 
of the four locals under 
observation will go on for 
28 days, starting from the 
date of their arrival in India. 

Thankfully they all are do-
ing fine, and there is noth-
ing to worry.”  

He further said a status 
report on the middle-aged 
patient, who is suspec-
ted to be afflicted with 
coronavirus, is expected 
from the Pune-based Na-
tional Institute of Virology 
by Thursday afternoon.

“The health condition 
of the patient is absolutely 
fine. Apart from sore throat, 
he has no other health is-
sue. In fact, it is unwise to 
call him a patient as he does 
not have a major illness. He 
has been isolated as he has 
had a travel history to China 
and has shown one of the 
symptoms of the virus,” Dr 
Betodkar explained.

The patient and his 
wife had recently trav-
elled to Kunshan, a place 
which is 750 km away from 

They returned from China recently 

Global airlines 
suspend flights to 

nCoV-hit China

PTI 
London/New Delhi

A number of global air-
lines, including Air India, 
British Airways, Lufthansa, 
Lion Air and Indigo airline 
on Wednesday suspended 
their flights to Chinese cit-
ies as Beijing struggled to 
contain the rapid spread of 
the coronavirus within the 
country.

The coronavirus out-
break began in Wuhan, 
capital of central China’s 
Hubei province, in 
December and it has now 
spread across the globe. 
In China, 132 people have 
died and there are at least 
6,061 confirmed cases of 
coronavirus.

Chinese authorities are 
trying to contain the out-
break while other coun-
tries, including India, are 

working on plans to evac-
uate their citizens from 
Wuhan and other cities in 
Hubei province.

The US and Japan have 
already evacuated some 
of their citizens from 
Wuhan, the epicentre of 
the coronavirus outbreak.

In London, British Air-
ways, which operates daily 
flights to Shanghai and 
Beijing from Heathrow, 
announced the suspen-
sion of flights to and from 
mainland China “with im-
mediate effect” until Janu-
ary 31 while it assesses the 
situation.

“We apologise to cus-
tomers for the inconveni-
ence, but the safety of our 
customers and crew is al-
ways our priority,” the air-
lines said.

Chinese President seeks military help 

BILL ON THE CARDS

NT NETWORK
Panaji  

The government is contemplat-
ing setting up a legal structure 
for allowing private univer-
sities to function in the state, 
with a related bill expected to 
be tabled in the state legislat-
ive assembly during the forth-
coming budget session of the  
House. 

A highly-placed source at 
the directorate of higher edu-
cation on Wednesday told ‘The 
Navhind Times’ that a private 

universities bill has been draf-
ted in this direction for framing 
a legislation allowing private 
university-linked institutes to 
operate in the state.

“The main objective behind 
allowing private universities 
to function in Goa is to make 
available those courses to Goan 
students, which are currently 
not available here,” the source 
maintained, pointing out that in 
addition, the competitive spirit 
in the university education will 
improve, thus raising the qual-
ity of such education.

It was also mentioned that 
providing access to private uni-
versities in Goa, would result in 
substantial investment in the 
state.

It is learnt that the particular 
bill has considered various con-
tentious aspects of private uni-
versities such as high fee struc-
ture and lack of regulation. 

Presently the state has a lone 
university, which is a non-
private university namely Goa 
University.

Govt mulls opening doors 
for private universities
Contemplates setting up legal structure for allowing 

them to set up shop in Goa

HEFTY FINES STIPULATED

ingly, every errant civic 
body with the population 
of above 10 lakh will have 
to pay a penalty of Rs 10 
lakh per month; an urban 
local body which has pop-
ulation between 5 lakh and 
10 lakh will have to shell 
out Rs 5 lakh per month 
and a penalty of Rs 1 lakh 
per month will have to be 
paid by other civic bodies 

from April 1, 2020 till com-
pliance of the direction.

A bench headed by NGT 
chairperson Justice Adarsh 
Kumar Goel passed this 
order while hearing the 
matter of compliance of 
waste management (solid 
and liquid) and other en-
vironmental issues partic-
ularly air pollution.

It said that if the civic 

bodies are unable to bear 
the financial burden then 
the liability will be of the 
state governments with 
liberty to take remedial ac-
tion against the bodies.

“Apart from compensa-
tion, adverse entries must 
be made in annual con-
fidential reports of CEO of 
the said local bodies and 
other senior functionar-

ies in the department of 
urban development etc., 
who are responsible for 
compliance of order of this 
tribunal,” it said. 

The green panel had 
earlier expressed con-
cerns over the implement-
ation of the Solid Waste 
Management Rules, 2016, 

NGT raps civic bodies on non-segregation of waste
NT NETWORK

Panaji

The National Green 
Tribunal has passed an or-
der asking municipal cor-
porations and municipalit-
ies to pay fines up to Rs 10 
lakh if they fail to imple-
ment waste segregation at 
source, and commence the 
work on remediation of leg-
acy dumpsites by March 31, 
2020.

The tribunal has laid 
down scale of fines for 
continued failure after 
March 31, 2020. Accord-

carried out by the PWD’s 
building division,” he said.

To make the transition 
smooth and avoid duplic-
ation of works, the cabinet 
decided to ask the GSIDC 
to provide to the PWD a list 
of completed as well as on-
going works of all the gov-
ernment primary, middle, 
secondary and higher sec-

ondary schools. 
All the ongoing works 

on government school 
buildings will be com-
pleted by the GSIDC latest 
by December 2020 and no 
new works will be assigned 
to the corporation, Sawant 
explained. 

» continued on P10 » continued on P10

» continued on P10» continued on P10

» continued on P10

SMOOTH PROJECT EXECUTION

NT NETWORK
Panaji

The state cabinet on Wed-
nesday decided to revert 
to the earlier system of 
carrying out repairs, up-
gradation, maintenance, 
construction and recon-
struction works of gov-
ernment primary, middle, 
secondary and higher sec-
ondary schools by the pub-
lic works department.

The government had 
entrusted these particular 
works to the Goa State In-
frastructure Development 
Corporation in 2012.

Addressing media per-
sons after chairing a cab-
inet meeting, Chief Min-
ister Pramod Sawant said 
the government schools 
are spread across the 
state, and that the GSIDC 
is a centralised agency 
based in Panaji. Hence it 
becomes difficult for the 
corporation to execute the 
works; whereas the PWD 
has its divisions through-
out the state and is better 
placed to undertake such 
urgent works.

“Henceforth, all repairs 
and maintenance of gov-
ernment schools will be 

PWD gets back govt 
school repair work

ESMA violations to attract 
up to 3 years jail term

Panaji: The state 
cabinet on Wednesday 
accorded approval to the 
Goa Essential Services 
Maintenance (Amend-
ment) Act, 2020 making 
offence of violation a cog-
nisable and non-bailable, 
stipulating   imprison-
ment of up to three years 
for offenders.

Chief Minister Pramod 
Sawant told media per-
sons that the amendment 
bill will be tabled in the 
forthcoming budget ses-
sion of the state legislat-
ive assembly that begins 
on February 3.

The present provisions 
of the act are non-cog-
nisable in nature which 
limits police action as 
cops have no powers to 
arrest offenders without 
warrant. 

This result in cessation 
of work from the person 
employed in any essen-
tial services, thereby in-
flicting grave hardship to 
public at large, a cabinet 
note stated.

It further stated that 
the prescribed period of 
punishment is on the

» continued on P10

» continued on P10» continued on P10
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UNATTRACTIVE SALARY

NT NETWORK
Panaji 

This is a story which could be out of 
tune for music-crazy Goans. There 
has been an acute shortage of mu-
sicians in the Goa police band as 
fewer young Goan talents come 
forward to step into the shoes of re-
tiring musicians owing to poor pay.  

A senior police officer attribute 
the decline of the band to the re-
tirement of the musicians and the 
unattractive salary that keep off 
new talents.   

The current strength of the band 
has come down to one third of the 
sanctioned posts. 

Over the years, several band men 

retired, reducing the strength of 
musicians to 12. 

The sanctioned staff strength 
is 33 musicians, the officer says, 
adding that in the next three years 
some more musicians will retire.  

To keep the band afloat, the Goa 
police department has initiated the 
process to recruit 15 musicians for 
the band. 

The department is hopeful of 
positive response from musicians, 
the officer says.  

Musicians are in demand and 
that they earn handsome pay pack-
age for private assignments. How-
ever, it is not the same when 

Refrain of sorrow for declining police band
Band faces acute shortage of musicians as fewer young talents come forward to step into  

the shoes of retiring musicians owing to poor pay  

The Goa police band in action. Over the years, several band men retired, 
reducing the strength of musicians to 12. » continued on P10
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“The party has 
already started 
an agitation 
linked to 
creation of 
awareness on 
the issue, and 
would now 
be holding 
a protest 
march on the 
Assembly 
complex” 
Deepak 
Dhavalikar,

MGP 
president

NT NETWORK
Panaji 

The Maharashtrawadi Go-
mantak Party (MGP), during 
the upcoming budget ses-
sion of the state legislative 
Assembly, will hold a protest 
march against the state govern-
ment for its failure to protect 
the waters of Mhadei river.

The budget session of the 
House will be held from Feb-
ruary 3 to February 7, with 
presentation of the budget 
by the Minister for Finance 
Pramod Sawant scheduled on 
February 6.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in the city on Wednesday, 
the MGP president Deepak 
Dhavalikar said that the cent-

ral committee of his party has 
decided to step up the agita-
tion with a demand to prevent 
the diversion of water from the 
Mhadei river by Karnataka.

Accusing the government 
of failing to protect the state’s 
interest as regards Mhadei 
river, the MGP president said 
that his party has already star-
ted an agitation linked to cre-
ation of awareness on the 
issue, and would now be hold-
ing a protest march on the  
Assembly complex during the 
upcoming budget session. “We 
are yet to decide on the exact 
date to hold this march,” he ad-
ded.

Speaking further, Dhavalikar 
said that there is no clarity on 
the stand adopted by the state 

government on issues like 
Mhadei waters, mining, and 
law and order situation in Goa.

The MGP also alleged that 
the BJP was trying to hijack 
the upcoming Zilla Panchayat 
elections by maintaining a veil 
of secrecy as regards the reser-
vations of different constitu-
encies. “The government is yet 
to provide the State Election 
Commission with details of the 
reserved constituencies,” he 
pointed out, adding, “We fear 
that the reservations would be 
announced at the last moment 
thus depriving level-playing 
field to other political parties.” 

The MGP has already an-
nounced that it would be con-
testing the Zilla Panchayat 
election.

MHADEI RIVER ISSUE 

MGP to stage protest march 
during Assembly session

Says govt has failed to protect state’s interest as regards Mhadei river 
NT NETWORK 

Panaji

CII-Goa on Wednesday 
sought enhanced spend-
ing on research and pure 
sciences and women em-
powerment in its pre-
budget memorandum sub-
mitted to the Chief Minister 
Pramod Sawant. 

The pre-budget memor-
andum says, “Increase 
spending on girls’ educa-
tion and skilling women 
instead of providing doles 
(like Ladli Laxmi.)”  The 
other recommendation of 
CII-Goa is extension in the 
mining debt relief scheme 
for struggling barge own-
ers until the mining in-
dustry reopens in the state. 

The barge sector must be 
provided relief on payment 
of barge tax on the same 
lines as the relief granted 
to truck and mining ma-
chinery operators, said the 
trade body. It also asked for 
assistance of around Rs 15 
crore to co-operative banks 
to enable them to give dis-
count of 30 per cent on the 
principal amount to min-
ing borrowers on the same 
basis as given by national-

ised banks. 
“Since the stoppage of 

mining in October 2012, 
nationalised banks have 
waived off the interest on 
the loan amounts of barge 
owners and waived off 30 
per cent of the principal 
amount whereas the co-
operative banks do not 
have the powers to waive 
off unless the state govern-
ment and RBI grant such 
permissions. If cooperative 
banks are given assistance 
they too will ease the barge 
owners of the 30 per cent 
on the principal amount,” 
pointed out CII in the pre-
budget memo. 

Other recommenda-

tions are for a maritime 
promotion board in the 
state which will boost inter-
modal transport, internal 
waterways for transporta-
tion, tourism and trade. The 
board must also facilitate 
and regulate water sports 
activities in the state, said 
the CII. 

To make land available 
for warehouses in the state, 
the suggestion is for making 
changes in the Transfer and 
Sublease Regulations, 2018 
of GIDC so that industrial 
units having plot area of up 
to 4,000 square metres can 
migrate to service units. 

“A reasonable fee could 
be charged for such migra-

tion. This could kick-start 
the process of having some 
new warehousing proper-
ties to come into the market 
in a smooth manner,” said 
CII- Goa. 

The pre-budget memor-
andum was presented to 
the Chief Minister by the 
governing body headed by 
Lalit Saraswat, chairman, 
CII- Goa. 

Other recommendations 
to revive the state economy 
include, expediting VAT re-
funds, GST incentives for 
new projects started after 
January 2020, creation of 
a retail policy, impetus to 
non-conventional energy, 
ease of doing business, etc. 

state budget

CII-Goa seeks enhanced 
spending on girls’ education, 

extension of mining relief scheme

Members of CII-Goa governing council handing over the pre-budget memorandum to the 
Chief Minister Pramod Sawant. 

Twenty years have passed since the notification of Mhadei 
wildlife sanctuary, but the state government is yet to settle 
the claims of local people residing in the jurisdiction of the 
reserved forest area in the absence of a forest settlement 
officer. As a result, human-animal conflicts are on the rise in 
the areas of the wildlife sanctuary.

CLAIMS UNSETTLED NT NETWORK
Panaji

The file forwarded by the 
forest department for ap-
pointing a full-time col-
lector or forest settlement 
officer to inquire into and 
determine the existence, 
nature and extent of any 
rights alleged to exist in fa-
vour of any person in or 
over any land comprised 
within such limits or in or 
over any forest produce, 
and to deal with the same 
as provided in the Act for 
Mhadei wildlife sanctuary 
is pending for nine months 
over lack of government de-
cision.

Even after the incident of 
killing of four tigers in the 
sanctuary that occurred in 
the first week of the month, 
the government is still 
dilly-dallying over the file, 
sources told this daily.

Twenty years have passed 
since the notification of 
Mhadei wildlife sanctuary, 

but the state government 
is yet to settle the claims of 
local people residing in the 
jurisdiction of the reserved 
forest area in the absence of 
a forest settlement officer.

As a result, human-an-
imal conflicts are on the 
rise in the areas of the wild-
life sanctuary.

Situated in Sattari taluka, 
it was declared as wildlife 
sanctuary in May 1999 by 
the then Governor when 
the state was under the 
President’s rule.

As per clause C of sub 
section 1 of the Indian 
Forest Act 1927, the state 
government should ap-
point a forest settlement of-
ficer after notifying a wild-
life sanctuary or reserved 

forest area to inquire into 
and determine the exist-
ence, nature and extent of 
any rights alleged to exist 
in favour of any person in 
or over any land comprised 
within such limits or in or 
over any forest produce, 
and to deal with the same 
as provided in the Act.

However, in the case of 
Mhadei wildlife sanctuary 
the state government has 
failed to appoint a dedic-
ated and full-time forest 
settlement officer.

Now after many years, 
the forest department has 
moved a proposal to the 
government seeking ap-
pointment of a forest settle-
ment officer, who should be 
from revenue department 

not less than rank of deputy 
collector.

It may be recalled that in 
May 2019 a violent protest 
was witnessed in Mhadei 
wildlife sanctuary juris-
diction wherein a group of 
people from villages of Sat-
tari set a forest check post 
on fire to legitimise their 
encroachment claiming 
that their ancestors were 
cultivating the land which 
has been demarcated as a 
protected area of wildlife 
sanctuary.

In the case of Netravali 
wildlife sanctuary, the gov-
ernment has appointed 
Sanguem deputy collector 
as a ‘collector’ or forest 
settlement officer. How-
ever, that particular deputy 
collector holds multiple 
charges including as the 
chief officer of Cacora Cur-
chorem Municipal Council.

According to the senior 
official, the government 
must appoint a dedicated 
officer in this matter.

MHADEI WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

Govt dilly-dallying over appointment 
of forest settlement officer

File pending for last nine months 

Drugs worth over `1.76 cr seized, 24 held since Dec 25
NT NETWORK

Panaji

Goa police in a month have 
booked 24 cases and arres-
ted 24 accused persons un-
der the Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances 
(NDPS) Act. According to 

information available, out 
of the 24 accused arrested, 
2 are from Goa while 14 are 
from other states and 8 are 
foreign nationals of which 5 
are from Nigeria, 1 each from 
Russia, Germany and Por-
tugal. The cases are booked 
by the police stations includ-

ing the Crime Branch and 
the Anti Narcotic Cell (ANC).  

Drugs seized during the 
raids included MDMA, 
ecstasy tablets, LSD, co-
caine, charas and ganja. 
Total 7 kilo drugs have been 
seized worth over Rs 1.76 
crore during the period 

from December 25, 2019 to 
January 28, 2020. “There is 
tremendous action by the 
police on drugs (menace) 
during last one month with 
average 1 case per day and 
drugs worth over Rs 1.76 
crore have been seized,” said 
ANC SP Shobhit Saksena.

NT NETWORK
Panaji

The Minister for Art and 
Culture Govind Gaude 
on Wednesday said that 
as of now the Dinanath 
Mangueshkar Kala Mandir 
is open for programmes till 
March 10, and he would, in 
all probability, take a de-
cision to extend this period 
till May 31, 2020.

Speaking to the press-
men, the Minister for Art 
and Culture said that this 
auditorium in the Kala 
Academy complex needs 
to be made available to the 
artists, especially for the ti-
atrists as long as possible. 

It may be recalled that in 
the suo motu petition re-
lated to Kala Academy re-
pairs, the state government 
has recently stated before 
the High Court of Bombay 
at Goa that rehabilitation 
and repair work of Kala 
Academy will commence 
from October 1, 2020. The 
court was also informed 
that a consultant will be ap-
pointed for the same and 
tendering process com-
pleted by July 1. 

Speaking further, Gaude 
said that the Dinanath 
Mangueshkar Kala Mandir, 
which was repaired and 

renovated for the Interna-
tional Film Festival of In-
dia 2019, last year, is the 
only auditorium in the Kala 
Academy Complex open 
for public. “It has been 
repaired and is safe and 
sound,” he added.

The Minister for Art and 
Culture also stated that till 
now, many layers have been 
applied on the roof/ terrace 
of Kala Academy, in turn 
increasing its weight sub-
stantially. “We now need to 
repair this roof/ terrace and 
have accordingly informed 
the court,” he added, point-
ing out, “We have also asked 
the Goa State Infrastructure 
Development Corporation 
to come out with a design 
for the roof/ terrace.”

It was informed that the 
government would not 
be able to float a related 
tender in the near future, as 
the model code of conduct 
pertaining to the Zilla Pan-
chayat polls would be in 
force soon. 

“By the time this model 
code of conduct is lifted, the 
monsoon would be round 
the corner,” the Minister for 
Art and Culture observed, 
noting that major decision 
on the repairs of Kala 
Academy Complex would 
be taken in September 2020.

Will decide on extending 
use of Kala Academy 
auditorium: Gaude

NT NETWORK 
Panaji

Public sector banks in the 
state are set to go on a two-
day strike with the United 
Forum of Bank Unions 
(UFBU), Goa, on Wednes-
day, giving the strike call for 
January 31 and February 1. 

The strike is to protest 
against unwarranted delay 
in wage revision settlement 
for bank staff and officers 
due from November 2017. 

Wages and service con-
ditions of bank employees 
are governed by collective 
bargaining and bilateral 
agreements. The same is 
revised once in five years 
based on demands sub-
mitted by the unions and 
after discussions with the 
Indian Banks Association 
(IBA). The last settlement 
was for the period Novem-
ber 2012 to October 2017. 
Hence, wage revision is due 
from November 2017, said 
UFBU. 

In the last round of nego-
tiations, banks were offered 
12.25 per cent increase in 
wages. However, unions are 
demanding a hike of 15 per 
cent. 

According to the UFBU, 
in recent years, prices have 
gone up steeply and the 
workload has also gone up 
enormously. Hence, bank 
employees expect a fair 
and reasonable hike in the 
wages in the current set-
tlement. “If the matter re-
mains unresolved, unions 
are planning a three-day 
strike from March 11-13 
and indefinite strike from 
April 1, 2020,” said Santosh 
Haldarnkar, president, UF-
BU-Goa. 

Other than wage revi-
sion settlement, the other 
demands of the unions are 
five-day work week, merger 
of special allowance with 
basic pay, defined work-
ing hours for officers, equal 
pay for contract employees, 
among others. 

Two-day strike by banks

NT NETWORK
Panaji

The High Court of Bombay 
at Goa has asked the state 
government to submit a 
map of Goa with ‘changes’ 
of land zone, which have 
been notified as amended 
Section 16B of Town and 
Country Planning Act. The 
High Court has also directed 
the government to explain 
and justify on next date of 
hearing that those changes 
will be in public interest. 

The High Court directed 
the Chief Town Planner to 
file an additional affidavit 
in this matter. The affidavit 
is to indicate the details of 
the approvals so far gran-
ted by resorting to the pro-
visions of Section 16B of 
the Goa Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1974. To the 
affidavit, the Chief Town 
Planner should annex the 
plans, indicating the areas 
in respect of which the ap-
provals have been granted. 

The High Court said that 
such affidavit to be filed 
on or before February 14, 
by serving advance copies 
upon the counsel for the 
petitioners. Rejoinder if 
any, to be filed on or before 
February 21. The hearing 
in the case has been ad-
journed to February 24.

The TCP Act was 
amended in 2018 to add 
Section 16B and it became 
a source of controversy and 
was subsequently chal-
lenged in the High Court. 
NGO Federation of Rain-
bow Warriors and others 
had filed petitions object-
ing to the amendment fear-
ing it will be misused to 
convert land use.

The government had 
earlier told the court that no 
final approvals have been 
granted under the provi-
sions of Section 16B of the 
Town and Country Plan-
ning Act, which empowers 
the TCP board to change 
zone in the regional plan.

Govt asked to file 
affidavit over land 

zone ‘changes’ under 
Sec 16B of TCP Act

NT NETWORK
Panaji

The state government has made an oral sub-
mission before the High Court of Bombay at 
Goa that no money is due as on date from the 
organisers of Time Out Electronic Dance and 
Music festival, which was organised at Vag-
ator in 2017. 

The government has further stated that 
even though all the money has been re-
covered, it will continue to pursue the 
case of cheque bounce against the organ-
isers. 

The petitioner Trajano D’Mello, in his 
petition, had contended that the state 
government was yet to recover secur-
ity amount of Rs 1.5 crore as 3 cheques 
amounting Rs 1.5 crore, deposited by the 
organisers with government as security 
deposit, had bounced. 

The High Court adjourning the hearing to 
February 12, has directed the government to 
make statement on affidavit.

The High Court had during an earlier hear-
ing issued notice to the government in a PIL 
raising the issue of failure in recovering the 
security deposit of Rs 1.5 crore and had asked 
the government to submit on affidavit details 
about dues with the organisers till date for 
the event.

No Time Out 
EDM dues 

pending: govt 
NT NETWORK

Ponda

With the failure of Goa Dairy 
officials to resolve dairy farm-
ers’ issue over cattle feed prices, 
Chief Minister Pramod Sawant 
has decided to intervene in the 
matter and has called a joint 
meeting of Dairy officials and 
farmers in Panaji on Thursday.

“The Chief Minister will 
meet the dairy farmers’ rep-
resentative and Dairy officials 
including the administrator 
and managing director on 
Thursday at Altinho-Panaji 
and will take a decision on the 
farmers’ demand,” informed 
farmers’ leader Anup Desai on 
Wednesday, while withdraw-
ing their day-long agitation at 
the Dairy premises at Curti.

As announced, over 300 
dairy farmers across the state 
had started their agitation out-
side the Goa Dairy premises on 
Wednesday demanding roll-
back of cattle feed price hike. 

The dairy farmers had also 
suggested increasing milk pro-

curement prices if the Dairy 
was not willing to rollback the 
cattle feed price hike.

However, the Dairy officials 
remained firm stating that they 
cannot rollback the price hike 
as the cattle feed plant was run-
ning in losses.

“Cattle feed price hike is un-
avoidable as prices of raw ma-
terial required to prepare the 
feed are high. Considering it, 
we have demanded a package 

for the Dairy from the govern-
ment and if we get it we can 
rollback the price hike,” ad-
ministrator Arvind Kutkar said, 
while addressing media.

After a day-long agitation by 
the dairy farmers, the admin-
istrator called farmers’ rep-
resentative for a meeting and 
conveyed that the Chief Minis-
ter Pramod Sawant has a fixed 
meeting of both Dairy officials 
and farmers to resolve the is-

sue. 
Following which, the farm-

ers withdrew their agitation.”
It should be noted that from 

January 16, Goa Dairy has 
hiked the cattle feed prices by 
Rs 4 per kg. The high protein 
cattle feed price has been in-
creased to Rs 23.30 per kg from 
earlier Rs 19.30 per kg, while 
that of high energy cattle feed 
has been increased to Rs 23.80 
from earlier Rs 19.80 per kg.

Irked over it, the dairy farm-
ers had started protesting out-
side the Goa Dairy premises 
at Curti from January 17 de-
manding rollback of the prices. 
But administrator of the Dairy 
did not budge. Goa Dairy 
stood firm that the cattle feed 
plant is running in losses and, 
hence, the feed prices have 
been hiked. Following which, 
the farmers’ protest had lost in-
tensity. However, on Wednes-
day, the farmers re-launched 
their agitation only to withdraw 
it later with the Chief Minister 
deciding to have a meeting 
over the issue.

CM to meet Goa Dairy officials, farmers’ 
representative over cattle feed price issue 

Dairy farmers have been demanding rollback of cattle feed price hike

Dairy farmers are seen among others during their protest outside 
the Goa Dairy office at Curti on Wednesday.
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NT NETWORK
Mapusa 

Mapusa municipal coun-
cil (MMC) has asked bulk 
generators of wet waste in 
its jurisdiction to start com-
positing such waste within 
15 days. It has assured to 
provide assistance and 
training for compositing of 
wet waste.

It may be recalled that 
the MMC had issued a pub-
lic notice to all the bulk 
waste generators to register 
with the municipality and 
to have a system in place 
to treat wet waste at the 
source. 

Accordingly, those res-
idential complex and gov-
ernment offices which 
generate over 100 kg of wet 
waste per day were served 
notices to have their wet 
waste composting unit in 
place to treat the waste. In 
Mapusa over 14 such com-
plexes have been identified 
as bulk generators which 
includes Mapusa sub-yard 
market, District hospital at 
Peddem, Mapusa bus stand 
premises and others.

In this connection, a 
meeting of bulk generat-
ors was called which was 
presided over by chief of-
ficer Clen Madeira, along 

with senior project engin-
eer, GSUDA Hussain Shah 
Mujawar, municipal engin-
eer II Venkatesh Sawant, 
consultant Gaurav Pokle 
and others. 

During the meeting, bulk 
generators were asked to 
have a system in place to 
start treating the wet waste 
at source. They were as-
sured of assistance through 
GSUDA and even training.

MMC chief officer Clen 
Madeira said, “We have 
asked all bulk waste gen-
erators to start composting 
their wet waste with 15 days 
and assured to provide all 
assistance.”

Soon, treatment 
mandatory for Mapusa 
bulk waste generators 

Civic body asks such establishments to treat waste

NT NETWORK
Panaji

The Corporation of City 
of Panaji (CCP) will sign 
a pact with the pay park-
ing contractor Juwarkar 
Associates by Friday 
or Monday as he has  
agreed to accept the con-
tract after revision of 
the amount by CCP and 
would start charging 
vehicles from first week of 
February 2020.

The Corporation 
pay-parking contractor, 
who had earlier rejected 
the terms and conditions 
besides the amount put 
by the CCP has agreed to 
accept it after the CCP re-

vised the amount to Rs 
1.12 crore from earlier Rs 
1.62 crore for the three-
year agreement, revealed 
the city Mayor Uday 
Madkaikar.

Madkaikar said that 
the contractor will have 
to pay Rs 96 lakh and  
Rs 16 lakh as security de-
posits (bank guarantee) 
that comes to 10 per cent 
of the total amount to stop 
defaults in payment to 
CCP.  

The contractor will also 
have to pay in installments 
Rs 4.5 lakh every month 
for three years to avoid 
default in payment to the 
CCP.

The pay-parking 

scheme is being imple-
mented by the CCP to 
bring in discipline on the 
city roads where often res-
idents as well as tourists 
are found parking vehicles 
in haphazard manner or 
blocking roads.

The pay parking scheme 
will be implemented on 9 
important city roads 24X7 
and the contractor will use 
hand-held electronic ma-
chines to issue tickets. 

Once the agreement 
is signed, the contractor 
will start installing  
signage and mark the 
parking lots in the desig-
nated areas and within a 
week would start charging 
the vehicles.

From next week, pay and 
park along 9 Panaji roads 

NT NETWORK 
Margao

This year, the Margao Car-
nival float parade is likely to 
be held along the old route 
in Margao after a gap of two 
years.

Sources informed that 
the Margao Carnival cel-
ebration committee chair-
man Arthur D’Silva and 
his supporters are strongly 
pitching in for holding the 
parade along the old route – 
starting from the road close 
to the Holy Spirit Church to 
the MMC building.

Sources informed that 
the tourism department 
has been convinced over 
holding of the parade along 
the old route.

It may be recalled that 

Carnival float and Shigmo 
parades are held at Fatorda 
for the last two years since 
the local legislator Vijai 
Sardesai, who was a deputy 
chief minister was in its fa-
vour. 

The ruling councillors of 
Margao municipal coun-
cil, who are backed by 
Sardesai however were of 
the opinion that the Fat-
orda route is the best and 
hassle-free. 

Meanwhile, the Margao 
Carnival celebration com-
mittee has been formed 
with D’Silva as the chair-
man, councillors Lyndon 
Pereira as secretary, Glenn 
Andrade as assistant sec-
retary, Manoj Marsurkar as 
treasurer and Jaffer Budani 
as assistant treasurer.

Margao Carnival parade 
likely to return to old route

NT NETWORK
Margao

Goa Forward Party 
(GFP) chief and 
Fatorda MLA Vijai 
Sardesai on Wed-
nesday said that he 
is fully supporting 
the anti-CAA-NRC-
NPR rally that will 
kick starts from his 
constituency at Fat-
orda on January 30

The rally is be-
ing organised by 
the church-backed 
Council for So-
cial Justice and 
Peace (CSJP), Na-
tional Confeder-
ation of Human 
Rights Organisa-
tion (NCHRO) and 

Concerned Citizens 
of Goa. The rally 
is held coinciding 
with the Martyrs 
Day and it will cul-
minate into a pub-
lic meeting near the 
Fatorda junction.

“I will surely at-
tend the rally and 
the meeting. I will 
ask my support-
ers also to attend 
because CAA is 
against the Con-
stitution of India,’’ 
Sardesai said. He 
further said that he 
had attended the 
January 24 pub-
lic meeting which 
had tooth and nail 
opposed the CAA-
NRC and NPR.

Vijai supports anti-CAA rally

NT NETWORK
Panaji

Floral tribute will be paid 
at the Martyrs’ Memorial 
at Azad Maidan, Panaji on 
January 30. 

The programme will be-
gin at 10.40 am. Governor 
Satya Pal Malik, Chief 
Minister  Pramod Sawant, 
Speaker of Goa legislat-
ive Assembly Rajesh Pat-
nekar and others will place 
wreathes on the Martyrs’ 
Memorial. 

The public and freedom 
fighters can attend. 

Tributes to 
be paid at 
Martyrs’ 

Memorial today 

NT NETWORK
Panaji

Panaji police have arrested 
two taxi drivers who had al-
legedly assaulted another 
taxi driver outside an office 
of an offshore casino along 
the DB Marg in the city over 
an issue pertaining to taxi 
service. The accused Deau 
Kawas (48) and his son So-
hail (19), both residents of 
Betim were arrested and 
later released on condition 
bail by the JMFC Panaji, in-
formed police. The incident 
of alleged assault had oc-
curred on Sunday morn-
ing. Police informed that 
a complaint in this regard 

was lodged by Yasin Dessai 
(25) from Betim. 

Referring to the com-
plaint, the police said that 
the accused persons ab-
used the complainant with 
filthy language and assaul-
ted him with iron rod and 
fist blows. The accused 
also threatened the com-
plainant with dire con-
sequences, informed the 
police. 

Referring to the motive 
behind the attack, the po-
lice said that the issue is 
related to queue system for 
taxi service for passengers 
of offshore casinos in the 
city. PSI Tulshidas Naik is 
investigating the case.

2 taxi drivers held 
for assault 

NT NETWORK
Mapusa 

Mapusa police have succeeded in 
recovering from an alleged chain 
snatcher three gold ornaments 
worth Rs 4.40 lakh that he had 
snatched from three women in 
separate cases.

On Wednesday, Mapusa po-
lice took into custody the accused 
Mukesh Sharma, 35, a native of 
Delhi currently residing at Man-
drem from the Crime Branch in 
connection with chain snatching 
cases reported in Goa. 

The accused was arrested in 
connection with chain snatch-
ing case reported on January 
25 at Mapusa wherein gold 
mangalsutra weighing 35 grams 
worth Rs 1.40 lakh was stolen.

Police informed that one Deepa 
Navelkar had lodged a complaint 
that a motorcycle-borne un-
known person wearing a helmet 
had snatched a mangalsutra from 
her neck. Police had registered an 
offence under sections 356 and 
379 of Indian Penal Code.

Police informed that the ac-
cused will be arrested in connec-
tion with two similar cases which 
were reported in its jurisdiction. 
One case was reported on Janu-
ary 15 wherein Sonia Kalangutkar 
aged 50 was walking by the road-
side when two motorcycle-borne 
persons had snatched her gold 
chain weighing 40 grams worth 
Rs 1.50 lakh. 

Another similar incident was 
reported on December 28 at Col-
vale when the accused had tar-

Mapusa police crack 3 
chain snatching cases
Recover `4.40-lakh worth ornaments

geted one Reshma 
Shetye and snatched 
away her gold 
mangalsutra worth Rs 
1.50 lakh.

Under the supervi-
sion of PI Tushar Lot-
liker, LPSI Vibha Vol-
voikar and ASI Satish 
Naik are further in-
vestigating into the 
case.

Catholic Educational 
Institutions Day  

on Feb 1
NT NETWORK

Panaji

The All Goa Catholic Edu-
cational Institutions Day, 
organised by Archdiocesan 
Board of Education, Panaji, 
will be held on February 1 
at Ravindra Bhavan, Mar-
gao at 10 am. This year’s 
theme will be 

‘Educate to uphold Hu-
man Dignity while Building 
a Caring Society-2020’. Fr 
Sebastiao Mascarenhas sfx, 
Superior General of Soci-
ety of Pilar will be the chief 
guest on the occasion.

Archbishop Filipe Neri 
Ferrao will preside over the 
function. On this day, the 
teaching and non-teaching 
staff members, who have 
rendered 30 years of service 
in the educational field in 
pre-primary, primary, sec-
ondary, higher secondary 
and college sections re-
spectively, will be felicitated 
with a memento and a cer-
tificate at the hands of the 
chief guest and the Arch-
bishop. Managers, heads, 
teachers and students of 
various ABE institutions 
will attend the function 
along with the governing 
Council Members of the 
ABE which will be followed 
by a cultural programme. 

PANAJI: Chief Minister 
Pramod Sawant will not 
be available for public ap-
pointments from January 
30 till February 8, 2020 at 
Panaji and Sankhali owing 
to the upcoming budget 
session. NT

CM unavailable 
for public in 

Panaji, Sankhali

NT NETWORK
Panaji

The alleged abetment of 
suicide case of former 
sarpanch of Merces 
Prakash Naik has been 
transferred to the Crime 
Branch. 

It may be recalled that 
on January 19, the Old Goa 
police had booked Wilson 
Godinho and Tahir under 
the IPC Section 306 follow-
ing a complaint lodged by 
Akshaya Govekar, sister of 
Naik. The former sarpanch 
was found dead at his res-
idence at Voilem Bhat in 
Merces on January 17. 

Police said the post-
mortem report confirmed 
that Naik died due to 
craniocerebral damage as a 

result of a ‹perforating fire-
arm missile injury›.

According to the family 
members, before he was 
found dead, Naik had pos-
ted a message on a Whats-
App group. In the message, 
Naik had said that he is 
tired of everything, alleging 
that the two persons have 
started harassing him. 

Naik had said that these 
two persons should be held 
responsible for his death. In 
connection with the case, 
the District and Sessions 
Court, Panaji had dismissed 
anticipatory bail application 
of Godinho. Later he filed 
anticipatory bail applica-
tion before the High Court 
of Bombay at Goa and the 
matter is likely to come up 
for hearing on February 4.

Ex-Merces sarpanch’s 
death case transferred to 

Crime Branch 

Corlim youth drowns at Galgibaga
CANACONA: A picnic of five youth 
from Corlim, Old Goa to the Galgibaga 
beach turned tragic when one of them 
drowned late evening on Wednes-
day. Canacona police informed that the 
victim was identified as Jason Gomes 
aged 29 from Corlim-Old Goa. As per 
information, five youth from Corlim were 
at Galgibaga for a picnic on Wednesday 
and Jason who had entered the waters 
for a swim at around 7 pm got washed 
away by strong undercurrents and 
drowned. Canacona police informed that 
the body was retrieved and sent to Hos-
picio Hospital, Margao. NT

Duo held for restraining cops
MARGAO: Fatorda police on Wednesday 
arrested two persons for restraining and 
obstructing police inspector of traffic 
cell Suraj Samant and a head constable of 
Margao traffic cell while they were dis-
charging their duties near a hotel Fatorda. 
The said incident happened on Wednes-
day afternoon when PI Samant along 
with head constable was regulating traffic 
and booking cases for violation of Motor 
Vehicle’s Act. Police said that Nitin Patkaro 
of Satpal, Surla-Dharbandora and Suraj 
Pedneker of Tariwaddo, Tisk-Usgao have 
been arrested under Section 353 read 
with 34 of IPC and other rule. Police said 
that after investigation, the two were 
lodged in police custody. NT

Machine seized from  
Shirigaon mining site 
BICHOLIM: Forest department offi-
cials on Wednesday conducted a raid 
at Shirigaon mine site and seized an 
earth-moving machine and 19 illegally cut 
trees. Meanwhile, under instructions of 
Deputy collector of Bicholim, Sachin Des-
sai, Bicholim mamlatdar along with mine 
companies officer and some villagers 
inspected mining sites and it was found 
that no illegal extraction of iron ore was 
underway. Meanwhile, a joint meeting of 
mine officials and villagers is convened by 
deputy collector of Bicholim on Thursday 
to sort out the issue of ore transportation 
opposed by villagers, it is learnt. NT

Duo held for scooter theft from Mapusa 
MAPUSA: Mapusa police have arrested 
two Sindhudurg natives for theft of scooter 
parked in an open place in Mapusa. Ac-
cording to Mapusa police, Saish Keni, 30, 
a resident of Canca Bandh had lodged a 
complaint that some unknown person has 
stolen a scooter worth Rs 20,000 belonging 
to his sister that was parked in open place 
at Taliwado in Mapusa in the intervening 
period of 10 pm on January 27 to 10 am 
on January 28. Acting on the complaint, 
Mapusa police had registered an offence 
under Section 379 of Indian Penal Code 
against unknown person. Police staff while 
patrolling received information that two 
males were intercepted by public at Acoi-
Mapusa. Police informed that the duo was 
identified as Dhananhay Bhagwat, 44 and 
Salim Shaikh, 66, natives of Sindhudurg 
and stolen scooter was recovered. NT

CRIME 
BOX 

Duo booked for 
organising bullfight 

NT NETWORK
Margao

Fatorda police on Wednesday 
registered a case  against two 
bull owners for  allegedly organ-
ising  bullfight in an open place 
and subjecting the animals to 
cruelty. 

Police  said that based  on a 
complaint, an offence under 
sections 336, 429 read with 34 of 
IPC  and under the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals Act has 
been registered against  Charlie 
Fernandes of Majorda,  and Joao 
Araujo of Dogerwaddo, Fatorda. 
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Union cabinet approves raising of upper limit for 
permitting abortions to 24 weeks
NEW DELHI: The Union cabinet on Wednesday 
approved extending the upper limit for permitting 
abortions from the present 20 weeks to 24 weeks. The 
cabinet approved the Medical Termination of Pregnancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 2020 to amend the Medical Termin-
ation of Pregnancy Act, 1971. The Bill will be introduced 
in the ensuing session of Parliament. While addressing 
the media after the cabinet meeting, Union Minister 
Prakash Javadekar said the upper limit for permitting 
abortions has been extended from the present 20 weeks 
to 24 weeks. He also said that this will ensure safe ter-
mination of pregnancies and also give women repro-
ductive rights over their bodies. PTI

Police register case after gun-wielding  
man threatens Shaheen Bagh protestors
NEW DELHI: A day after a man entered the protest area 
at Shaheen Bagh and threatened anti-CAA agitators, the 
police have registered a case in this connection, officials 
said on Wednesday. A video clip of the alleged incident 
which went viral on social media shows a gun-wielding 
man being overpowered by the protesters on Tuesday. 
The man has been identified as Mohammad Luqman 
(50), a building contractor and a resident of Shaheen 
Bagh, they said. Taking cognizance of the incident, a 
case was registered under Section 336 (Act endanger-
ing life or personal safety of other) and 506 (Criminal 
Intimidation) of Indian Penal Code and Arms Act, police 
said. PTI

Kerala Governor faces Oppn ire, reads  
anti-CAA reference in policy address
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Amid a high-voltage 
protest and boycott by the opposition Congress-led UDF, 
Kerala Governor Arif Mohammed Khan on Wednesday 
presented his policy address in the assembly and read 
out references to anti-CAA resolution passed by the 
house, despite disagreeing with it. Reading out the an-
ti-CAA stand of the state government, the Governor said, 
“Our citizenship can never be on the basis of religion as 
this goes against the grain of secularism which is part of 
the basic structure of our Constitution.” Referring to the 
unanimous anti-CAA resolution passed by the assembly, 
Khan, who has been at loggerheads with the state 
government for moving the Supreme court against the 
law and the resolution against it, said the government 
believes the Act “goes against the cardinal principles” 
underlying the Constitution. PTI

NATIONAL 
SCAN

PTI
New Delhi

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) is await-
ing sanction for over four 
months to prosecute three 
sitting Lok Sabha MPs, 
bureaucrats and bank of-
ficials for alleged corrup-
tion, according to the latest 
CVC data.

As many as 58 cases in-
volving over 130 allegedly 
corrupt legislators and 
serving and retired govern-
ment officials are awaiting 
sanction for prosecution 
from their respective or-
ganisations, it said.

According to the norm, 
sanction for prosecution 
has to be decided within 
four months.

The highest nine cases 
are pending with the Min-

istry of Personnel, the 
nodal department for an-
ti-corruption matters, eight 
with Corporation Bank and 
six with the Uttar Pradesh 
government, said the Cent-
ral Vigilance Commission 
data, updated on Novem-
ber 30, 2019.

Four cases each are 
pending with Punjab Na-
tional Bank and Bank of 
Baroda, three with Defence 
Ministry and two each with 
Railway Ministry, Bihar 
government and Jammu 
and Kashmir government 
(now Union territory).

The Central Bureau of 
Investigation is awaiting 
sanction to prosecute three 
sitting MPs - Saugata Roy, 
Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar and 
Prasun Banerjee - and a 
former MP, Suvenu Adhi-
kari, from Lok Sabha since 

April 6, 2019, it said.
Roy, Ghosh and Banerjee 

are Lok Sabha members of 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee-led All 
India Trinamool Congress. 
Adhikari is now the trans-
port minister in the West 
Bengal government.

The investigation 
agency is also waiting for 
the sanction to prosec-
ute Naseem Ahmad, a 
former vice chancellor of 
Aligarh Muslim Univer-
sity. The CBI has sought 
the clearance to prosecute 
Ahmad from the Ministry 
of Human Resources and  
Development on October 
23, 2018.

One case involving a re-
gistrar and an advocate is 
awaiting sanction for pro-
secution from the Delhi 
government. 

CBI awaiting sanction for 
months to prosecute corrupt 

MPs, bureaucrats

PTI
New Delhi

The Election Commission 
(EC) on Wednesday ordered 
the removal of BJP leaders 
Anurag Thakur and Parvesh 
Verma from the party’s list of 
star campaigners for Delhi 
polls over their controver-
sial remarks. The order said 
the two leaders who made 
objectionable comments 
while campaigning during 
election rallies be removed 
from the list of BJP’s “star 
campaigners”.

Thakur and Verma can 

still canvass for the BJP but 
they will have to bear the 
campaign expenditures.

A political party bears 
the expenses of canvassing 
by star campaigners. But 
the candidate has to show 
expenses of organising 
meetings and rallies by 
other campaigners in his/
her election expenditure 
accounts. While political 
parties have no limit on the 
amount they can spend for 
electioneering, candidates 
can spend a maximum of Rs 
28 lakh for campaigning in 
Delhi assembly polls.

EC orders removal of Thakur, 
Verma as BJP’s star campaigners

PTI
New Delhi

Representatives of Ker-
ala-based Popular Front of 
India (PFI) and NGO Re-
hab India Foundation on 
Wednesday met Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) of-
ficials to seek more time for 
its office bearers to appear 
before the federal probe 
agency in connection with 
a money laundering probe 
being conducted against 
them, officials said.

Four officials includ-
ing legal representat-
ives of the two organisa-
tions met ED officials at 
their office here at around  
10:30 am.

The ED is probing the two 
under criminal provisions 
of the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA) as 
part of an enforcement case 
information report (ECIR) 
or FIR filed in 2018. 

PFI officials 
seek time on 

PMLA summons

PTI
New Delhi

After IndiGo and Air India, SpiceJet and 
GoAir on Wednesday suspended stand-
up comedian Kunal Kamra from flying 
with it for allegedly heckling journalist 
Arnab Goswami aboard an IndiGo Mum-
bai-Lucknow flight.

AirAsia India spokesperson said on 
Wednesday that the airline’s internal 
committee is reviewing the matter and 
it will take action as per due process. In 
a similar statement, Vistara had said on 
Tuesday that it will “review and follow 
due process in such cases”.

SpiceJet and GoAir became the third 
and fourth airlines, respectively, to take 
action against Kamra. While IndiGo sus-
pended Kamra from flying with it for a 
period of six months on Tuesday itself, Air 
India banned him until further notice. 

Arnab’s heckling: 
SpiceJet, GoAir 

ban Kamra

PTI
New Delhi

Former world number 
one badminton player 
Saina Nehwal joined the 
Bharatiya Janata Party on 
Wednesday, hailing Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
as an “inspiration” with his 
“hard work” for the coun-
try. 

Joining the party at a ce-
remony at its headquarters 
here, Nehwal (29) said the 
BJP has been doing “a lot of 
good”, and she would work 
to do her bit as its member.

Nehwal, who has been 
vocal on Twitter in her 
support for the Union 
government’s policies, 
told reporters that she is a 
hard-working professional 
and likes hard-working 
people, as she heaped 

praise on Modi.
“I am a hard-working 

person and like hard-work-
ing people. Narendra Modi 
sir has been working day 
and night for the country. 
If I can do something for 
the country with him, it 
will be my good fortune. 
I draw a lot of inspiration 

from Modi sir. He inspires 
me,” she said.

She is the first Indian 
badminton player to have 
won an Olympic medal, 
a feat she achieved in the 
2012 London games where 
she was a bronze medallist.  

A Padma and Arjuna 
awardee, who later met 

BJP president J P Nadda, 
also referred to the govern-
ment’s ‘Khelo India’ ini-
tiative and praised it. Her 
elder sister Chandranshu 
Nehwal too joined the 
saffron party along  
with her.

BJP general secretary 
Arun Singh told report-
ers that Saina has brought 
glory to the country with 
her 24 international titles, 
including gold in the Com-
monwealth Games, and 
the people of India are 
“proud” of her. “She is an 
inspirational figure,” he ad-
ded.

BJP sources said the 
party may deploy her in the 
Delhi election campaign, 
especially to reach out to 
youngsters, presenting 
her as a “youth icon” who 
chose to join it.

Saina Nehwal joins BJP
Calls Prime Minister Narendra Modi an inspiration

Badminton ace

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF 
TOWN PLANNER (ADMIN)

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEPARTMENT
Dempo Tower, 2ND floor, Patto Plaza, Panaji - Goa

Ph: 0832-2437352, E-mail: ctp-tcp.goa@nic.in

Ref No.: 1/8/2016/TCP/Pt/2017-2019/239    Dated: 29/O1/2020

Change of Venue of Written Examination for the post of 
Lower Division Clerk in Town & Country Planning Department

The Written examination for the post of Lower Division Clerk in Town 
& Country Planning Department scheduled to be held on 02/02/2020 
at St. Michael School. Near Skoda Showroom. Taleigao, Panaji as 
communicated vide Memorandum dated 20/01/2020 stands changed 
to Peoples High School, Mala. Panaji only in respect of candidates who 
have been allotted seat Nos. 001 to 500. The date and time of the 
examination will remain same.

For all other candidates, the venue of the examination will be the same 
as communicated vide memorandum dated 20/01/2020. Those who 
have not received the intimation letter may contact the office of Town & 
Country Planning Department. Headquarters, Dempo Tower. 2nd floor, 
Patto. Panaji by 01/02/2020 upto 5.00 p.m.

Sd/- (James Mathew)
Chief Town Planner, (Administration)

DI/Advt/1527/2019

PTI
New Delhi

The Supreme Court Wed-
nesday dismissed the pe-
tition of death row convict 
Mukesh Kumar Singh in 
the Nirbhaya case chal-
lenging the rejection of his 
mercy plea by the Presid-
ent, and said that its “quick 
consideration” and “swift 
rejection” does not suggest 
non-application of mind or 
it being pre-determined.

The apex court held that 
all the documents, includ-
ing the verdicts delivered 
in the case by the courts, 
past criminal history of 
convict, economic con-
dition of his family, were 

taken into consideration 
by the President while re-
jecting the mercy plea.

A three-judge bench, 
headed by Justice R Banu-
mathi, said that alleged 
sufferings in jail cannot be 
a ground to seek judicial 
review of executive order 
passed under Article 72 of 
the Constitution, which 
deals with power of Pres-
ident to grant pardons and 
to suspend, remit or com-
mute sentences in certain 
cases.

“In the result, we do not 
find any ground for exer-
cise of judicial review of 
the order of the President 
of India rejecting the peti-
tioner’s (Mukesh) mercy 

petition and this petition is 
liable to be dismissed,” said 
the bench, also comprising 
Justices Ashok Bhushan 
and A S Bopanna.

It observed that docu-
ments including DNA and 
odontology reports, dy-
ing declaration, case diary 
and charge sheet of the 
case were already con-
sidered by the trial court, 
high court as well as the 
apex court and the de-
fence put forth by Mukesh 
was already rejected. The 
bench did not accept the 
contentions of the convict’s 
counsel that Mukesh was 
allegedly kept in solitary 
confinement for over eight  
months. 

PTI
New Delhi

The Supreme Court will consider on 
Thursday the curative petition of one of the 
four death row convicts in the Nirbhaya 
gang rape and murder case, who said that 
capital punishment is being awarded by 
courts as “panacea” in the face of public 
pressure and public opinion on violence 
against women.

A bench comprising Justices N V Ramana, 
Arun Mishra, R F Nariman, R Banumathi 
and Ashok Bhushan will take up the curat-
ive petition - the last legal recourse available 
to a person in a court of law.

Nirbhaya case: SC dismisses convict’s petition 
challenging mercy plea rejection

SC to consider convict’s  
curative petition today

PTI
New Delhi

The AYUSH Ministry 
on Wednesday issued a 

health  advisory and re-
commended that homoe-
opathic and unani medi-
cines could be effective 
in the prevention of novel 

AYUSH Ministry advisory

Homoeopathy effective in prevention 
of novel coronavirus infections

coronavirus (nCoV) infec-
tions.

The advisory was issued 
following a meeting on 
Tuesday of the scientific 
advisory board of the 
Central Council for Re-
search in Homoeopathy 
(CCRH) under the Min-
istry of AYUSH to discuss 
ways and means for pre-
vention of the nCoV in-
fection through homoe-
opathy, the ministry said 
in a statement.

It has recommen-
ded that homoeopathic 
medicine Arsenicum al-
bum 30 could be taken 
empty stomach daily for 
three days as a prophy-
lactic medicine against 
the infection. The dose 
should be repeated after 
one month by follow-
ing the same schedule 
in case the nCoV infec-
tion prevails in the com-
munity, the advisory said, 
adding that the same has 
also been advised for pre-
vention of influenza-like  
illness.

It also suggests some 
Ayurvedic medicines, Un-

ani decoctions and home 
remedies which can be 
useful in symptomatic 
management of nCoV 
infections. The advisory 
further suggests general 
hygienic measures for 
prevention of air-borne 
infections such as main-
taining personal hygiene,  
washing hands often with 
soap and water for at 
least 20 seconds, avoiding 
touching eyes, nose and 
mouth with unwashed 
hands, and avoiding close 
contact with people who 
are sick.

The ministry has ad-
vised covering face while 
coughing or sneezing and 
preferably using an N95 
mask while travelling or 
working in public places 
to avoid droplet trans-
missions. “If you suspect 
Corona Viral infection, 
wear a mask and contact 
your nearest hospital im-
mediately,” the advisory 
said. It also recommen-
ded prophylactic meas-
ures/ immunomodulatory 
drugs as per Ayurvedic 
practices and taking meas-
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IMPRESSIVE PERIOD OF GROWTH FOR INDIA

PTI
London

A record hike in the num-
ber of Indian students 
choosing London univer-
sities has resulted in India 
regaining the third spot in 
the UK capital’s overseas 
students tally, after China 
and the US.

According to an analysis 
of new data from the UK’s 
Higher Education Statistics 
Agency (HESA) released on 
Wednesday, Indian student 
numbers in London grew 
by 34.7 per cent in 2018-19, 
marking the largest num-
bers since 2011-12.

 India’s rise up one rank 
comes at the expense of 
Italy, which slips one place 
down to fourth, followed 
by France in fifth place – 
marking a promising rise 
of students from outside 
the European Union (EU) 
ahead of Brexit Day on Fri-
day. 

 “It marks an impressive 
period of growth for India, 
which returned to being 
London’s third largest in-
ternational student market 
after falling to fourth posi-
tion three years earlier,” said 
London and Partners, the 
Mayor of London’s official 

promotional agency. “Ap-
plications may have been 
encouraged by the recent 
reintroduction of the two-
year post-study visa for in-
ternational students by the 
UK government, allowing 
overseas graduates a longer 
period of time to look for 
employment after their 
studies,” it noted. The data 
reveals the total number 
of international students 
at London’s universities in 
2018-19 was 125,035, up 5.8 
per cent from 2017-18 and 
a rise on last year’s growth 
rate of 5.3 per cent. 

 China remains London’s 
largest international stu-
dent market, with 25,650 
students enrolled at univer-
sities in the UK capital. The 

US saw growth of 5.8 per 
cent to maintain its rank 
of second place with 7,460 
students, followed by India 
at 7,158 students. 

 The top five is completed 
with Italy at 5,625 students, 
down 1.2 per cent over the 
previous year, and France 
at 4,650, up 3.9 per cent. 

“I’m delighted to see so 
many young people from 
across the world choos-
ing London to pursue their 
higher education. In doing 
so, they’re becoming part 
of a global community that 
has produced some of the 
world’s most exciting and 
innovative companies,” 
said Rajesh Agrawal, the In-
dian-origin Deputy Mayor 
of London. 

Record hike in Indian students 
at London universities

China remains London’s largest international student 
market, with 25,650 students enrolled at universities in 

Lalage Clay, Director of Education and Talent at London 
& Partners which runs Study London, said: “These new 
figures are a resounding endorsement of our world-leading 
universities and our great city.”

Will provide necessary 
assistance for evacuation 

from Wuhan: China
PTI

Beijing

As India prepares to airlift 
its citizens from Wuhan, 
the epicentre of the deadly 
coronavirus outbreak, 
China said on Wednesday 
that it would make all ap-
propriate arrangements and 
provide necessary assist-
ance if any country “insists” 
on evacuating its nationals.

Besides India, several 
other countries includ-
ing the US, France, Japan, 
South Korea, are making 
arrangements to airlift 
their nationals from central 
Hubei province and its cap-
ital city Wuhan.

The deadly coronavirus 
continues to wreak havoc 
in China with 25 new fatal-
ities reported from Hubei 
province, taking the death 

toll to 132 and the con-
firmed infection cases to 
nearly 6,000.

India has made arrange-
ments to evacuate its over 
250 nationals, mostly stu-
dents and professionals, 
from Hubei province.

The Chinese Foreign 
Ministry which is coordin-
ating the evacuation of the 
foreign nationals said here 
on Wednesday that China 
would make appropriate 
arrangements if any coun-
try “insists” on evacuating 
its nationals.

“China attaches great im-
portance to protecting the 
lives and health of citizens 
of all countries in Wuhan, 
Hubei province, and will 
continue to take active and 
effective measures to ad-
dress their legitimate con-
cerns and demands,” he said.

A VISION FOR FUTURE PALESTINIAN STATEHOOD

AFP
Washington

President Donald Trump 
has released his long 
delayed Israeli-Palestinian 
peace plan, promising 
“a new dawn,” but angry 
Palestinians called it biased 
and deserving to go in the 
“dustbin of history.”

Standing alongside Is-
raeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu in the 
White House’s East Room, 

Trump said on Tuesday 
that his plan could succeed 
where decades of previous 
US attempts to intervene 
had failed.

“Together we can bring 
about a... New dawn in the 
Middle East,” Trump said 
to an enthusiastic audience 
that included throngs of Is-
raeli and Jewish American 
guests -- but apparently 
no Palestinian represent-
atives.

They are flat out reject-

ing the plan, which grants 
Israel much of what it has 
sought in decades of in-
ternational diplomacy, 
namely control over Jeru-
salem as its “undivided” 
capital, rather than a city 
to share with the Palestini-
ans. The plan also lets Is-
rael annex West Bank set-
tlements.

Trump praised Israel for 
taking “a giant step toward 
peace” with the plan, which 
lays out a vision for future 
Palestinian statehood if a 
series of strict conditions 
are met.

These include requiring 
the future Palestinian state 
to be “demilitarized,” while 
formalising Israeli sover-
eignty over settlements 
built in occupied territory.

The US President, who 
was followed at the podium 
by Netanyahu, painted a 
future where some US$ 
50 billion in investments 
would eradicate the misery 
gripping Palestinians 
today, while allowing Israel 
never “to compromise its 
security.” 

Palestinian PM rejects 
Trump Peace Plan

Trump unveils Mideast plan favourable to Israel, 
angering Palestinians 

Criticizing previous US diplomatic efforts as overly vague, 
President Donald Trump noted that his version was 80 
pages long and contained a map depicting the proposed 
future neighbouring states. However, the Palestinians 
angrily rejected the entire plan.

Toyota keeping 
China plants 
shut through 

Feb 9 over virus
AFP
Tokyo

Japanese automaker Toyota 
will keep its plants in China 
closed until at least Febru-
ary 9 over concerns about 
a new coronavirus outbreak 
that has killed more than 
130 people.

 Given the various 
factors including the 
guidelines by the local and 
regional governments and 
parts supply situation, as 
of January 29, we have de-
cided to halt operations 
in our plants in China un-
til February 9,” a Toyota 
spokesman said.

“We will monitor the situ-
ation and make further de-
cisions on operations from 
February 10.” 

Taliban attack 
kills 10 police 

in northern 
Afghanistan

AFP
Kabul

At least 10 policemen 
were killed when Taliban 
fighters attacked an out-
post in northern Afgh-
anistan, officials said on 
Wednesday, as fighting 
raged across the coun-
try despite ongoing talks 
between Washington and 
the militant group.

The multi-pronged as-
sault took place in Khwaja 
Alwan district of Baghlan 
province early Tuesday, 
said the provincial police 
spokesman Ahmad Jawed 
Basharat.

“The Taliban attacked the 
police checkpoint from sev-
eral directions. The fighting 
lasted several hours. Ten 
policemen were martyred. 
The Taliban also suffered 
casualties,” he said.

The Taliban also am-
bushed the police forces 
sent to reinforce the check-
point, he added.

Interior ministry spokes-
man Nasrat Rahimi also 
confirmed the toll to 
Afghan broadcaster To-
lonews.

ESTATES & PROPERTY
FOR SALE

Developed Plots Sale- Old Goa/
Neura/Verna. Sanad/Electricity/
Water Connection/Roads/ 
Gutters. Approved subdivision. 
Call 9822158878. (03693)

2BHK Flat, 1st Floor, 100 sq 
mtrs with reserved parking, 
nr. Panchayat Chicalim, Vasco 
Goa. Contact: M-9421153632/ 
7517811751. (03694)

Plot for joint development 
available at corjuem 2400 
Sqm or purchase 2.2 Cr, fi eld 
view, brokerage 2%, Addwiser 
9923106639 (03699)

Socorro garden’s 2bhk 70 Lacs, 
Sangolda residency 58 lacs, Raj 
exotica 58 Lacs, devashri greens 
72 Lacs, buildmore Mapusa 72 
lacs, Addwiser 9325638084
 (03701)

Porvorim close to highway 490 
Sqm plot for just 28000 per 
sqm 1.32 Cr, brokerage 2%, 
for  Options call Addwiser 
9923106639 (03702)

Taligao fi eld touch plot 250 Sqm 
with road proper road access, 
1.2 Cr non negotiable, brokerage 
2%, Addwiser 9923106639
 (03704)

Quitla Aldona back water touch 
fi eld agriculture land 8000 Sqm 
for 1.4 Cr only, proper road 
access, Call owner 9923106639
 (03706)

ESTATES & PROPERTY
WANTED

Wanted Plots/Bungalow around 
Margao, Nuvem, Verna, 
Navelim, Davorlim, Raia, 
Arlem, Rawanfond, Mugalli for 
genuine buyers. Brokers Excuse. 
9370305525. (03715)

Urgently wanted 2/3 BHK 
apartment for immediate 
outright purchase in caranzalem 
or Miramar, should be in good 
complex, call or Whatsapp 
Magik homes on 7972555850
 (03709)

Wanted plot around 300 to 400 
sq.mtr at kadamba platue 
Highway Ribandar with 
River/ Divar island view call / 
whatsapp 9822382810 (03672)

Wanted plots NA/ settlement 
admeasuring 250 to 1000 
sq.mtrs and fl ats 1/2BHK in 
and around Porvorim, Sangolda, 
Succorro, Saligao, OldGoa, 
surrounding Panaji North Goa 
etc. Immediate fi nalisation 
ready clients call/Whatsapp. 
9765307339, 9356187185 
Property Paradise. (03660)

Wanted 1000 to 3000m2 
developed plots for construction 
company around Panaji or 
anywhere in North Goa owners 
call/whatsapp 7276025818
 (03632)

Wanted sea view plots in aldeia 
de goa contact Mahesh sardessai 
mob 7020049945 (03628)

Wanted 2BHK & 3BHK in Panjim, 
Tonca, Miramar, Dona Paula, 
Caranzalem or Taleigao for 
outright purchase. Call Property 
Space 9359955063 (03621)

urgently wanted portuguese 
house or land to purchase 
in Aldona. Contact- 
happyhomegoa@gmail.com/ 
9371922336/ 2228009 (03614)

Wanted 1/2/3 BHK Flats or 
Plots or Bungalows in Panjim/
Porvorim/North Goa etc. 
Ready buyers. Many more, 
www.aasmagroupgoa.com, 
8308033821 / 9588427924
 (00375)

Wanted 1/2/3/4BHK fl ats villas 
Bungalow. Plots in Panjim, Dona 
Paula, Miramar, Caranzalem, 
Taleigao. Contact: Capstone 
Properties 9822984114.
 (00735)

DINA Real Estate wanted 1/2/3 
BHK Apartments, Villas, Shops,  
Plots in Panjim, Caranzalem, 
Taleigao, Donapaul, North Goa. 
Contact 7821071179 (01308)

Wanted old Portuguese House 
on outright purchase. Preferred 
location Chorao Island / 
Porvorim / Close to Panjim. 
Call: 9766597120 / Whatsapp: 
8421705703. (03338)

Looking for resort, bunglow or 
guest house for a long term 
lease in North Goa/Vasco 
contact Xec Amjad 8374012973
 (03352)

Wanted Property in North Goa, 
1000m2 - 3000m2, close to the 
Beach (Sea View) preferably 
Ashwem, Morjim & Surrounding. 
Contact: 9325995600 (03426)

Wanted Apartment for ready 
client in and around caranzalem 
/ Dona paula / campal miramar 
call 9834225201 (03544)

Required 1/2/3BHK Flat for 
outright purchase in & around 
Margao, Borda, Fatorda, Aquem, 
Gogol, Navelim. Contact: ACES 
8806610195. (Brokers Excuse).
 (03556)

Looking for a plot having an 
area of 500 sqmts and above 
(with our without structure) 
in around Porvorim area. The 
plot should be 220 meters 
away from Naitonal highway. 
Interested owners please 
contact on 9881731903.
 (03612)

 MACHINERY FOR SALE
Commercial Machine for sale in 
Panjim. Contact No. 
8806448765 / 0832 - 2426176. 
a) IFB Washing Machine 22 kg. 
b) Ramson tumble drier - 35 kg. 
c) Vaccum Ironing table with 
Jumbo Boiler. (03473)

 MEDICAL
Piles Treatment Clinic without 
operation. Fistula /Fissures, Sex 
weakness *Infertility, *Quick 
discharge, impotency, nightfall, 
Loosepenis, Less sperm, Fibroid 
(Cyst), Kidneystone.  Tuku Clinic, 
Upper Ground Floor, Shop - 
5, 77 Rosemine Arcade, ICICI 
Bank, Vishant Theatre, Margao. 
9822155821/ 8208132226.
 (00751)

Sound Hearing Centre.The only 
professional authorised Siemens 
hearing aid centre run by an 
Audiologist / Speech Therapist. 
Gera Imperium Panaji, Reliance 
Magnum Margao. 2437266, 
9822154662. (03020)

 MISC FOR SALE
Sale of Sofa Sets, Dining Tables, 
Bars, Beds with Storage, 
Wardrobes, Wall Unites, TV 
Units, Crockery Cabinets, 
Dressing Tables, Offi ce Tables & 
Chairs, Computer Tables, Shoe 
Racks, Mattresses, Grandfather’s 
Clocks, Paintings, Flowers 
& Decorative Articles.Visit 
Grandis, St. Inez 9689052747.
 (01520)

For Customization of Furniture 
for Hotels,Offi ces,Homes,Kitch
ens,Wardrobes,Lofts.Contact- 
9689052747 (01521)

Used/New Restaurant 
Equipment /Bone China 
Crockery/ Other Crockery/SS 
items/ Wooden tables /Plastic 
tables, chairs/Other Accessories 
available at very reasonable 
prices on per piece / lump sum 
basis. Call: 9145154210 (03530)

 MISC WANTED
We Collect Scrap - Trucks, Cars, 
Scooter, Invertor Batteries, AC, 
Geyser, Laptops, (also we buy 
in running condition). Contact: 
8390956275 / 8698717780
 (03423)

MOTORCYCLE FOR SALE
Royal Enfi eld (Bullet) Classic 
350 Black for sale well 
maintained covered 
(17500km) model 2013 March. 
Expected 1.35lakhs. Contact: 
9823066733 (03686)

 PEST CONTROL SERVICES
Termite treatment-free 
Inspection / fi ve years 
Warranty-Rendering Services 
to Star hotels, Corporate, 
Industries, Govt, Cockroach 
/ rodent/ Mosquito/ fl y etc 
Services Since decade all over 
Goa. An-Unique Pest Control ( 
I) Pvt Ltd. 9822083751 panjim.
offi ce@upcl.net , 9763709770 
margao.offi ce@upcl.net (02742)

 TOURS & TRAVELS
KESARI.in 2020-21 Holyland, 
Kashmir, Tibet, Bhutan, SriLanka, 
Maldives, Bali, Vietnam, Africa, 
Japan, USA-Europe, India. Call 
Kesari 2227808, 2733018.
 (02134)

Australia  & New Zealand   group 
tour departures between 
September  -  November . Call 
Speedbird Travels - Panjim  
2237543 / 2230856 , whatsapp  
7498859622 (03683)

 SITUATION VACANT
Wanted Home Nurse, Caretakers 
( Male/ Female) to take Care 
of Sick/ Elderly People.Salary: 
Rs.10,000 -18,000 (with food 
& accommodation).Nr.Hanuman 
Temple, Vaddy, Merces, Panaji.
Contact : (0832)-2448571 / 
2445103 (00775)

Wanted with 2-5 years 
experience Accountant, Front 
desk executive, front desk 
manager, event planner, room 
boy, housekeeping. Having 
Hotel experience and willing to 
work in Arambol need apply to 
email : info@lostparadisegoa.
com (01321)

Wanted salesgirl from in and 
around mapusa city for biggest 
jewellery  brand of Goa for our 
new Mapusa Showroom, Contact 
- 9823100706 (02106)

Job Openings: Panaji - Goa 
Required Supervisor in Real 
Estate Background, Experienced 
in Handling Fabrication 
Project oriented work and 
should have good computer 
knowledge. Qualifi cation :- B. 
Tech 06 Months Experience Two 
wheeler Compulsory Send your 
CV on :- sitsassistant@gmail.
com  /  accounts@synaptic.co.in  
Contact :- +91 7972114131
 (03016)

Require Staff for a Hotel in 
Porvorim, goa. 1) Room boy, 2) 
Waiter, 3) Kitchen Utility, 4) All 
rounder cook (Indian / Chinese 
/ Tandoori / Goan). Contact: 
9850561363, 7020707838.
 (03356)

Wanted offi cer to work with 
associate partner of Star 
Health & Allied Insurance Co. 
Ltd.. Qualifi cation: Graduate 
Insurance underwriting 
experience preffered. Send your 
cv on ncnerurkar@gmail.com / 
9834930678. (03520)

 SITUATION VACANT
Required urgently Asst. 
Continental Cooks, Pantry Cook, 
Kitchen Utility for Bottlejack 
Bistro Restaurant located at 
Pundalik Nagar, Porvorim, 
Bardez Goa, Attractive Salary 
and free accomodation / food 
will be provided. Call +91 
8668348575 / 7887833388
 (03364)

Electrician / General 
Trade Mechanic / 

Accounts Assistant

The Grand Leoney Resort 
Vagator  is looking  Receptionist 
(night and day shift) contact 
Jolan 7744966777 (03375)

Naukri - Indeed Enterprises, is 
hiring candidates for Multiple 
positions at Global level. 
Graduates / Under Graduates, 
Male / Females can apply 
on naukri12indeed@gmail.
com or call 7402755755 
to fi x an appointment for 
interview. Limited vacancies in 
Multinational Companies apply 
immediately. (03395)

Wanted for a reputed 
Restaurant in Porvorim 
experienced, dynamic staff for 
the following posts: Tandoor 
Cook Rs. 16000-20000/-, 
Asst. Indian Cook Rs. 10000-
13000/-, Kitchen Helpers Rs. 
8000-10000/-, Asst. Waiters Rs. 
8000/- Dishwashers Rs. 10000-
12000/-, Housekeeping Boys 
Rs. 10000-12000/-, Food and 
accommodation is provided. 
Contact : 9075018476. (03397)

Wanted Sales Girls for Garment 
Shop in Panjim Staying in and 
around Panjim. Good Salary. Call: 
9890696852 / 9967001773
 (03425)

Wanted Sales Boys / Girls for 
booking orders for sale of rice to 
wholesalers / retails / Societies 
/ Supermarkets all over the 
State in Goa. The applicant shall 
have his / her own conveyance. 
Travelling allowance shall be 
paid separately. Panaji, Goa, 
Contact: (0832) - 2230166.
 (03449)

SALES 
EXECUTIVE
Graduate / Post Graduate 

(Male)
Good communication skill.

12000/-  15000/- 
Plus incentive

9707464646 / 8806668817

Looking for an Experienced 
Goan Cook for a Restaurant in 
Panjim. Young, Energetic and 
open to ideas Comfortable 
with all non-veg dishes 
(pork, beef, chicken, seafood) 
Long term Employment If 
necessary, training will be 
provided Knowledge of English 
and Konkani is a must Call 
9970126006. (03464)

Wanted Admin Executive 
(Female) with good English-
speaking and computer skills, 
for a media fi rm in Panjim. 
Knowledge of Tally/Accounts 
essential. Freshers welcome. 
Call 9011450935 or email CV 
to goaoffi cestaff@gmail.com
 (03469)

Wanted for furniture showroom 
old goa & Panjim  showroom 
sales staff girls & boys  2 nos 
delivery boy 2 nos furniture 
fi tter 2 nos helper 2 nos 
atractive sallary & commission    
contact Sahu Marketing   near  
fern kadamba  kadamba bypass 
old goa Mobile--7620476312
 (03470)

Wanted a female incharge for a 
garment Store in Mapusa 
Qualifi cation: 12th and above. 
Work time : 9.30 a.m. 8.30 p.m. 
Contact: 9822176556. (03472)

Wanted Offi ce Assistant 
(Female) Graduate fl uent in 
English for offi ce in Panjim. 
Contact No.: 8806448765 / 
0832 - 2426176. (03474)

Job Description: - Sales 
Executive - 2 Post (North & 
South) Qualifi cation :- Degree 
in  (MCOM, BBA, MBA, Degree 
in Architecture, Civil, Preferred 
:- experienced  switches, 
glass, kitchen, windows, 
plywood, Sanitary Ware, 
Steel, mostly who has dealt 
with architects. Minimum 2 
years  experience.  Salary plus 
Incentives  . SAI FABRICATORS 
contact: +91 70309 65949 
Email: offi cesaifab@gmail.com 
Address : #Shop No 6 & 7 Avni 
Souza Building, Opp. PMC Bank, 
Porvorim . (03489)

Wanted Multi Tasking Staff, SSC 
(Xth) pass, reserved for OBC 
Category. General category 
may also apply. Interested 
Candidates may apply with full 
particulars by 08.02.2020 to 
the Headmistress, Mahila  And  
Nutan  English High School, 
Keshav Naik Chowk, Comba, 
Margao - Goa. (03536)

Urgently required Fashion 
designers, computer trainer, 
soft skill trainer. Diploma & 
degree certifi cation is needed.  
Also need marketing executives 
Contact 9762331882 / 
9649518950 / 8788255635
 (03542)

 SITUATION VACANT
Required Watchman for a resort 
in Candolim. Interested 
candidates may send 
your resume on hr@
aguadaanchorage.com or call on 
9922508084. (03543)

Required Accounts trainee for 
Chartered Accountant Offi ce in 
Canacona, Chaudi, Goa. Contact 
no. 9764986328, Email Id: 
vazneena@gmail.com. (03555)

Requirement of Telecalling & 
back offi ce Executive only 
female for advertising 
company in Panjim. Contact: 
9168403979. (03558)

Wanted smart,  honest  boy/ girl   
for  Real estates service,  
Panaji, having two wheeler, 
minium  12th,  basic computer 
knowledge,   salary plus 
commission contact with 
biodata:-Shrijaya 9518306507 
/8888480222. (03577)

Wanted driver for delivery 
Tempo residing in an around 
Bicholim. Commercial license 
required. Contact 9822100909.
 (03579)

Wanted one teacher grade I in 
Physics on maternity leave 
vacancy from 03-02-2020 
to 30-04-2020 min. edu. 
quali. M.Sc., B.Ed. Walk in for 
interview with application on 
Saturday 01/02/2020 at 10 
am at Vasantrao Dempo High 
Secondary School of Arts, 
Science & Commerce, Cujira, 
Bambolim. (03580)

Wanted English knowing school 
passed Offi ce Girl from Panjim 
area for a diagnostic lab. 
Time 7:40 am to 5:30 pm. 
Call 7498450997 after 4 pm
 (03581)

Required Drivers for a leading 
Automobile Dealer for North 
& South Goa with valid driving 
license, on company payrolls 
with good salary, Medical 
and other benefi ts. Interested 
Candidates call: 8888807290. 
ACK/2019-20/00005. (03582)

Wanted for upcoming 
Hypermarket / Supermarket 
at Taleigao experienced  sales 
person , cashier , GRN entry 
person, accounts executive. For 
interview  call : 8208579480 , 
9021452739 (03589)

Wanted electrical engineers in 
production for a manufacturing 
unit minimum 2 years 
supervisory experience. 
Production operator 4 nos. min 
1 year experience min. 12th/ITI 
preferred. Contact 8208568054. 
supremeelec@rediffmail.com
 (03591)

Wanted Tourist Taxi Driver with 
Badge at Cavelossim, Salary 
12,000 pm plus Commission 
9373372426 (03594)

Wanted Booking Master for 
Watersports Boat Club at 
The Byke Resort, Salary 
Plus Commission Contact 
9373372426 (03595)

Urgently Required:- Security 
Offi cer, Security Super-visor 
(South-Goa) Address:- Supreme 
St.Anthony Phase-II. Shop-No 
S-008 Aquem Margao Goa Cont:- 
9096353001, 0832-2700717
 (03598)

Applications are invited within 
7 days by the chairman, 
school managing committee of 
Tudal High School Gaodongri, 
Canacona for temporary 
(Maternity leave vacancy) post 
of undergraduate teacher to 
teach English in Higher classes. 
Payscale & service conditions as 
laid down by Dept. of Education.
 (03599)

Walk in Interview: Vidya 
Prabodhini College, Parvari - 
Goa. Wanted Assistant Professor 
in Business Law on Lecture 
basis. Qualifi cation: LL.M. with 
55% marks. Eligible candidates 
may attend the interview along 
with Application & Original 
Certifi cates on 01/02/2020 at 
2.00pm. in College premises.
 (03600)

Fresher required on urgent 
basis for an Architect post living 
in and around Panjim, fl uent in 
English with Good Knowledge in 
CAD, Sketch-up and MS Offi ce. 
Email offi ce@anandkulkarni.
com (03604)

Wanted Civil Engineer (degree/
diploma) to work on sites 
in Ponda of Mahalaxmi 
Developers. Salary as per 
experience. Send your CV on 
mahalaxmidevelopers18@
gmail.com or Call: 8329765285
 (03605)

Wanted Part Time LMV Driver, 
General Helper Offi ce Assistant 
Call Inter Trade Saligao 
08322278268 (03611)

3bhk unused upper ground 
fl oor 127m2 fl at having four 
gallories gated complex pool 
club house, st.inez Panaji 80 lacs 
call 9326125818 (03630)

 SITUATION VACANT
Sangath NGO is hiring, Urgent 
requirement for one full time 
Counselor. Preferred female 
candidate with ability to 
communicate in Konkani, 
English, Marathi and Hindi. 
Please visit http://www.
sangath.in/work-with-us/ for 
more details. Email your CVs 
on supriya.sawal@sangath.in
 (03613)

Wanted Tele Caller Executive 
for Autombile Showroom 
in Margao. Candidate with 
pleasing personality, good 
communication skills and 
convincing abilities with 1-2 
years experience in similar 
fi eld may apply. Send Resume 
to govind@chowguleind.com.
 (03624)

Accountant, front offi ce, data 
entry operator, telecaller & shift 
supervisor for OldGoa offi ce. 
Email: hr.nfsgoa@gmail.com 
9011089252. (03668)

Urgently required Security 
Guards / 4 wheeler driver 
with license. Good salary, free 
accommodation, PF + ESIC 
facility. Contact : 9405141087 
/ 7066315002 / 0832-2651723
 (03670)

Wanted Scooter + Motorbike 
service repair Mechanic & all 
type car denting, painting + 
service & repair mechanic. 
Good salary + accommodation. 
Contact: Delhi Automobile 
Service, Bazre Dodamarg, Opp. 
Global Coke Ltd. 7272933777, 
9763744555 (03678)

Counter Salesman wanted. 
Knowledge of computer, 
data entry, typing, part time 
preferable at Calangute. 
Dishwashers, Roomboys at 
Anjuna 9975462136 (03679)

Wanted One Undergraduate 
teacher to teach in Primary 
Section temporary basis from 
February 2020 to March 2020 
(46 days).  Walk in interview 06th 
February 2020 at 10.00a.m.  at 
G. S. Amonkar Vidya Mandir-
Mhapsa. Employment Exchange 
Registration and relevant 
certifi cates essential. (03680)

Site Supervisor required in and 
around Vasco. 5 
years+experience required 
in construction. Contact: 
7057933804. (03695)

Wanted Driver with experience 
to drive LMV Vehicle, candidate 
having Transport License 
& residing nearby Verna 
will be preferred. Contact- 
9657003868 / 9657003875
 (03696)

Required experienced sales 
staff for toys & books store in 
Panjim & Margao. Whatsapp 
CV with photo @ 9665030339.
 (03698)

Wanted sales cum offi ce boy for 
printing shop in Mapusa with 
2 wheeler license. Contact : 
9527345607/ 9021557305
 (03711)

Wanted for pure veg restaurant 
in calangute, waiters, kitchen 
helpers, tandoor asst. south 
9indian cook. 9765599922
 (03712)

Wanted:-Lady Cashier Time 
10AM to 11PM Tandoori Cook, 
Kitchen Helper & Housemaid to 
stay for Restaurant in Margao 
8999951266 (03718)

Wanted Urgently Waiter’s 
Kitchen Helpers Dishwasher 
Good Salary Contact David 
9890201900 / 9673859968 / 
9527125727 (03719)
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ECONOMIC SLOWDOWN

IANS
New Delhi

In a bid to contain the fiscal 
deficit in the face of a likely 
huge revenue receipt short-
fall, Finance Ministry has 
asked other ministries and 
departments not to rush ex-
penditure in the last quarter 
(Jan-March) of the current 
financial year which it says 
will be treated as breach of 
financial propriety while 
limiting to those expense 
for which payments have 
been made earlier.

“According to Rule 62(3) 
of the General Financial 
Rules, 2017, rush of ex-
penditures particularly 
in the closing months of 
financial year shall be re-
garded as breach of finan-
cial propriety and shall be 
avoided. Finance ministry 
had already sensitized all 
administrative heads’ rush 
of expenditure in the year 
must be strictly avoided. As 
per extant guidelines, the 
last quarter expenditure 
must be limited to actual 

procurement of goods and 
services and reimburse-
ments of expenditures 
already occurred,” the De-
partment of expenditure 
said in a circular to all de-
partment secretaries and 
financial advisors.

There are indications that 
government may cut spend-
ing by up to Rs 2 lakh crore 
to curb rising fiscal deficit. It 
has spent about 65 per cent 
of the total expenditure tar-

get of Rs 27.86 lakh crore till 
November but reduced the 
pace of spending in Octo-
ber and November, as per 
government data.

Finance Ministry faces 
one of the biggest tax short-
falls in recent years which 
could be at least up to Rs 
2.5 lakh crore from both 
direct and indirect taxes. 
The lack of disinvestment 
revenues and the outgo of 
Rs 1.45 lakh crore due to the 
corporate tax cut in August 
last year has only added to 
the revenue-expenditure 
gap. Asia’s third largest eco-
nomy, growing at its slowest 
pace of 4.5 per cent in over 
six years because of lack of 
private investment, though 
could be hurt further due 
to the likely cut in spending 
but has limited options. The 
government is likely to keep 
the fiscal deficit under 3.8 
per cent of gross domestic 
product, sources said, while 
letting it slip from its earlier 
set target of 3.3 per cent for 
the year.

It may be recalled that the 

Budget division of the min-
istry last month had revised 
the limits of expenditure in 
the last quarter from 33 to 
25 per cent and in March 
from 15 to 10 per cent.

“Considering the fiscal 
position of the government 
in the current financial year, 
it has been decided to cap 
the expenditure in the last 
quarter/last month of the 
current financial year,” the 
Budget division said in a 
circular to the departments 
and ministries asking them 
to observe the guidelines 
“strictly & regulate the ex-
penditure accordingly”.

The revised limit also 
meant that departments 
that had not so far substan-
tially utilised their funds 
will not be able to spend 
the full budget amount this 
fiscal due to the restrictions.

The government is strug-
gling to meet the fiscal de-
ficit target of 3.3 per cent of 
the GDP following muted 
growth in tax revenues be-
cause of an economic slow-
down.

FinMin asks govt depts not 
to rush last minute spending

Lest be treated as breach of financial propriety

There are indications 
that government may cut 
spending by up to Rs 2 
lakh crore to curb rising 
fiscal deficit. It has spent 
about 65 per cent of the 
total expenditure target 
of Rs 27.86 lakh crore till 
November but reduced the 
pace of spending in October 
and November, as per 
government data.

Coronavirus: India 
Inc concerned, 
markets see fall

According to the State Bank of India, 
the virus threatens global recovery

IANS
New Delhi

India Inc, as well as do-
mestic stock markets, have 
showed concerns over 
the spreading cases of 
Coronavirus and its impact 
on global trade recovery.

The new virus, which is 
of the same genre as SARS 
of 2003, was first repor-
ted in WHO Disease out-
break news on January 5 
in China’s Wuhan. Till now 
it has progressively spread 
across many countries.

According to the  State 
Bank of India, the virus 
threatens global recovery.

In SBI Ecowarp report, 
the lender said that stud-
ies on economic impact of 
SARS virus of 2003 suggest 
that the outbreak had im-
pacted industries such as 
tourism and the retail ser-
vice sector.

As per the report, the 
total cost of SARS outbreak 
in 2003 was $40 billion 
which at current prices is 
around $57 billion.

“Although the fatality is 
low, the new virus has pro-
gressed much faster than 
2003 SARS case. The impact 
of outbreak on China will 
be severe as Wuhan is the 
hub of transport and in-
dustry for central China,” 
the report said.

“With sudden shift in ex-
penditure priority, growth 
will be affected in China 
and globally. Epidemi-
ology models suggest dis-
ease is in ascending phase 
hence it is difficult to as-
sess the full impact at this 
stage.” The Engineering 
Export Promotion Coun-
cil (EEPC) of India called 
for review on Coronavirus 
impact on trade, as China 
is amongst the top 10 en-
gineering exports destin-
ations.

It urged the authorities 
to comprehend the pos-
sible impact on trade as 
well, since engineering ex-
ports to China have been 
showing a robust growth 
in the current financial 
year.

IANS
New Delhi

The Railways has identi-
fied six new high-speed 
and semi-high speed rail 
corridors in the country 
and also four new Dedic-
ated Freight Corridors, and 
the detailed project reports 
on these sections has been 
sought.

Railway Board Chair-
man V K Yadav said, “The 
Railways has identified 
six sections for high speed 
and semi-high speed rail 
corridors. And the detailed 
project report on all these 
sections will be completed 
within one to two years.”

He said the railways has 
identified six new cor-
ridors for the high-speed 
or semi-high speed are 
-- 865 km Delhi-Agra-Luc-
know-Varanasi, 886 km 
Delhi-Jaipur-Udaipur-
Ahmedabad, 753 km Mum-
bai-Nashik-Nagpur, 711 
km Mumbai-Pune-Hy-
derabad, 435 km Chen-
nai-Bengaluru-Mysuru 
and 459 km Delhi-Chand-
igarh-Ludhiana-Jaland-
har-Amritsar corridors.

He said the internal study 
on the traffic potential and 
feasibility has been made 

for these corridors and on 
the funding aspect the rail-
ways is thinking of pub-
lic private partnership or 
loan from the international 
agencies. Yadav further said 
that the work on the Ded-
icated Freight Corridor will 
be completed by December 
2021.

He said, “Already we 
have started operations on 
over 500 km of the Eastern 
Dedicated Freight Cor-
ridor (EDFC) and Western 
Dedicated Freight Corridor 
(WDFC).”

Giving the details, he 
said, on EDFC, operations 
have started on 194 km 
between Khurja-Badhan 
and on 306 km stretch 
between Madar-Rewari on 
WDFC.

The 3,373-km DFC, a 
flagship project of the Rail-
ways, aims to augment rail 
transport capacity to meet 
the growing requirement of 

movement of goods by se-
gregating freight from pas-
senger traffic.

The Western DFC runs 
from Jawaharlal Nehru Port 
in Mumbai to Tughlakabad 
and Dadri near Delhi, and 
aims to cater largely to the 
container transport re-
quirements between the 
existing and emerging ports 
in Maharashtra and Gujarat 
and the northern hinter-
land.

The 1,839 km Eastern 
DFC runs from Ludhiana 
in Punjab to Dankuni near 
Kolkata -- to be extended 
in future to serve the new 
deep-sea port proposed in 
the Kolkata area, and will 
largely handle coal and 
steel traffic. The Dedic-
ated Freight Corridor Cor-
poration of India plans to 
run freight trains at a max-
imum speed of 100 kmph 
as against the current 75 
kmph.

Railways identifies 6 
high-speed corridors, 4 DFCs

NGOs received highest 
foreign donations 

under Modi government
IANS

New Delhi

For all the talk about the 
Modi government ostraciz-
ing NGOs and tightening 
the rules for foreign fund-
ing and cancelling licenses 
of thousands of NGO, the 
highest ever inflow of for-
eign donations has come 
under its watch.

While the subject of 
foreign donations for 
non-governmental organ-
izations has always been 
controversial, a look at 
numbers in the last two 
decades will bring into fo-
cus the quantum of funds 
involved.

In the last two decades, 
NGOs have received a total 
of Rs 2.08 lakh crore under 
the Foreign Contribution 
Regulation Act (FCRA) be-
ginning 1998-99 up to 2017-
18.

In the first year used 
for the tabulation, 1998-
99, the foreign donations 

were Rs 3,925 crore which 
reached more than four 
times at Rs 16,902 crore in 
2017-18.

There have been sharp 
jumps in funds received 
from foreign sources in the 
tenure of the Modi govern-
ment, including recording 
ever funding of more than 
Rs 18,000 crore in a single 
year.

Subsequently, there 
have been sharp jumps in 
funds received from foreign 
sources. In 2014-15, for-
eign donations were at Rs 
15,297 crore and Rs 17,765, 
another big jump in 2105-
16 and crossed its highest 
ever figure at more than 
Rs 18,000 crore in 2016-17 
at Rs 18,109 crore. In the 
last year of the twenty year 
history, foreign donations 
were Rs 16,902 crore in 
2017-18.

The foreign donations 
were at Rs 4,535 crore in 
1999-2000, Rs 4,871 crore in 
the next year, Rs 5,047 crore 

in 2001-02 and Rs 5,105 in 
2002-03.

The number went up 
sharply in 2003-04 to Rs 
6,257 crore and even more 
sharply to Rs 7,877 crore in 
the next year and crossed 
Rs 11,000 crore in a huge 
jump in 2005-06 to Rs 
11,007 crore.

It came down to Rs 
9,663 crore in 2006-07 
and crossed Rs 10k crore 
in 2007-08 to Rs 10,802 
crore and Rs 10,338 crore 
in the next year and flat at 
Rs 10,334 crore in the year 
after that.

Foreign donations 
crossed Rs 12,000 crore for 
the first time in 2012-13 at 
Rs 12,614 crore and went 
up even more sharply in the 
next year to Rs 14,853 crore.

There have been several 
run ins of the Modi govern-
ment with NGOs and it has 
cancelled several licences 
of NGOs for obstructing 
growth and vicious propa-
ganda.

6,000 acres of land identified
in J&K for investors
IANS

Srinagar

The  Jammu and Kashmir 
government  has identified 
6,000 acres of land across 
the Union territory for po-
tential investors who will 
take part in the J&K Global 
Investors Summit in April, 
officials said on Wednes-
day.

Forty thousand of the 
total 50,000 kanals of land 
have been identified in the 
Jammu region as against 
10,000 in the Kashmir Val-
ley.

The land identified 
mostly falls in the districts 
of Samba and Kathua in 

Jammu region, and Pul-
wama and Anantnag dis-
tricts in the Kashmir Valley.

“The summit will be open 
for all the global investors 
and to local industrialists 
as well as those from other 
parts of the country who 
want to set up and expand 
their businesses in Jammu 
and Kashmir,” Ravinder 
Kumar, MD, SIDCO told 
IANS.

On January 20, Jammu 
and Kashmir Lt. Governor 
Girish Chandra Murmu 
had said that the first 
ever Jammu and Kashmir 
Global Investors Sum-
mit will be held in J&K in 
April.

Cabinet approves 
amendments in 

Homeopathy Bill
IANS

New Delhi

The Union Cabinet on 
Wednesday approved the 
changes proposed in the 
National Commission for 
Homeopathy Bill, 2019, 
for amending the Homeo-
pathy Central Council 
(HCC) Act, 1973.

Presently, the Bill is 
pending in the Rajya Sabha.

The amendments will 
ensure the necessary reg-
ulatory reforms in homeo-
pathy education and en-
able transparency and 
accountability for protect-
ing the interests of the gen-
eral public, Union Minister 
Prakash Javadekar told the 
media here after the Cab-
inet meeting chaired by 
Prime Minister  Narendra 
Modi.

“The commission will 
promote availability of 
affordable homeopathy 
healthcare services in all 
parts of the country.” The 
HCC Act was enacted for 
the constitution of a Cent-
ral Council of Homeo-
pathy.

DEPARTMENT OF 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

GOVERNMENT OF GOA
2nd Floor, IT Hub, opposite to ITI, Altinho, Panaji Goa

F. No.ll(9)/DOIT/2018/Disaster Recovery Implementation/ 
Part  File-l/1685  Date: 28/01/2020

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
(e-Tendering mode only)

The Department of Information Technology, Government of Goa, 
invites tenders in online mode from the eligible bidders for selection 
of implementing agency for the Implementation of Disaster Recovery 
(DR) site for Goa State Data Centre at NIC SDC at Bhubaneswar for 
Data and VM replication.
For details please log on to https://goaenvida.gov.in
 DI/Advt/1520/2019

NORTH GOA ZILLA PANCHAYAT
JUNTA HOUSE, 3KU LIFT, 5th FLOOR, PANAJI-GOA

 Tender No. NGZP/e-Tender/55/2019-20/23/743   Date: 29/01/2020

TENDER NOTICE
(e-Tendering mode only)

On behalf of the North Goa Zilla Panchayat, Panaji-Goa, the Chief 
Executive Officer invites online percentage rate tenders from 
approved eligible and experienced contractors of Goa P.W.D. and 
those on appropriate list of CPWD/State, PWD Railways MES etc. 
registered in appropriate class and categories for Tender No: NGZP/ 
e-Tender/55/2019-20/23/742.
For detals, please visit website: https://goaenvida.gov.in
 DI/Advt/1528/2019

No: PWD/DIV.XVI (BC/TS/F.26/545/2019-20.
Government of Goa

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
Division XVI - Buildings Central, 

Public Works Department, Ponda - Goa.
Dated:-29/01/2020

CORRIGENDUM - E-TENDERING
Read Tender Notice No: 

PWD/DIVISION XVI (BC/TS/27/2019-20 Date: 20/01/2020
The following amendments have been made in the above said tender 
notice:
As only single tender is received in respect of work at serial no. 3 
the above referred tender notice, the date for online opening is further 
extended by a period of 7 days i.e.: up to 05/02/2020 at 10.30 am 
while date for online submission is extended up to 04/02/2020 at 3.00 
pm in accordance with circular no. 07/14/2014/Fin-Exp/ Part dated 
08/12/2014 issued by department of Finance.
All other terms and conditions will remain unchanged.
 DI/Advt/1529/2019

https://www.prokerala.com/topics/State_Bank_of_India
https://www.prokerala.com/topics/State_Bank_of_India
https://www.prokerala.com/topics/State_Bank_of_India
https://www.prokerala.com/topics/Jammu_and_Kashmir_government
https://www.prokerala.com/topics/Jammu_and_Kashmir_government


The health 
authorities 
cannot lower 
safeguards 
against the 
spread of the 
virus

PACHU MENON, Margao

Caught up in the euphoria of their ac-
complishments, the nation just can-
not stop eulogising its defence forces 

for its daring feats. If the ‘surgical strikes’ car-
ried out deep within the enemy territories 
in Pakistan gave the armed forces a halo of 
invincibility around it, neutralising sporadic 
raids by militants from across the border, it 
has ensured that the enemy never succeeds 
in its nefarious designs. As sentinels guard-
ing the nation against aggressions from 
both within and from across the frontier, the 
armed forces of the country have been tack-
ling incursions and insurgency with equal 
ease and coming out winners too. Even dur-
ing natural calamities and for aid during 
overwhelming situations that the country 
finds itself in, it is the army which is turned 
to for immediate help. As mascots of exem-
plary courage; while the countrymen have 
held its defence forces in high esteem which 
often borders on veneration, the government 
too has not been hesitant in propping up the 
‘exploits’ of the military as an extension of its 
achievements. Likewise, the Central Armed 
Police Forces like Border Security Force 
(BSF), Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) and the 
Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) have con-
cerned themselves with the security of the 
borders of India and for matters connected 
therewith. Patrolling and guarding the fron-
tiers of the nation, they too have shown self-
less commitment in safeguarding the porous 
borders with its acrimonious neighbours 
against enemy infiltrations. Hence the news 
that the SSB, which is responsible for guard-
ing the frontiers along the Nepal and Bhutan 
borders, has decided to stop the payment 
of arrears and allowances for the months of 
January and February to over 94,000 of its 
personnel due to paucity of funds comes as 
a rude shock. In the haste to modernise the 
country’s armed forces, has the government 
overlooked the betterment in service condi-
tions of its personnel! For a nation gloating 
on the fearlessness and bravado of its armed 
forces, it comes as a big letdown then that it 
has been largely insensitive to the plight of 
its serving personnel. It is not always their 
heroics and sacrifices that should hold the 
nation in captivation, but also anything that 
even remotely suggests of injustice being 
meted out to them. For instance, the imple-
mentation of the OROP scheme continues to 
be debated for its anomalies. It is indeed a 
sad state of affairs!

Defence Forces 
Need Better 

Work Conditions 

[  P U N C H  L I N E  ]

[  N T  I N B O X  ]
Rewarding India’s Unsung Heroes 
Society is fortunate to have plenty 
of noble men and women, who have 
sacrificed their interests for the cause of 
fellow citizens.   Generally, many of them 
work out of public notice - they are shy of 
basking in the limelight. In other words, 
they are not attention seekers.   But they 
are the ones who believe in the untested 
theory ‘monotony of quietness brings 
out the hidden creativity in an individual’. 
Since they are averse to publicity, nothing 
comes easy to them. But when they come, 
they come with a bang. The list of Padma 
Shri awardees for 2020 has showcased 
the talent, perseverance and selfless-
ness of people, who have done ‘small’ 
but extremely important things in a great 
way. Sans self-promotion, these noble 
souls have gone about their work with a 
single goal. Absolute unselfishness, ability 
to take risk and unbridled love for their 
subjects of interest are the hallmarks of 
the achievers. For mere mortals, obstacles 
always block the path but for achievers, 
obstacles are ‘the path’. Their subcon-
scious ‘I cannot do’ has rarely interfered 
with the firm ‘I can do’. For them, the 

courage of their conviction is supreme. 
The latter, however, has been recog-
nising silent achievers over the last few 
years. The trend should continue because 
amidst a few unworthy award winners, 
people like Halakki Tulasi Gowda, Munna 
Master and Mohammed Sharif, among 
others, come as whiffs of fresh air. Unher-
alded people from all walks of life must 
be picked to serve as examples for others. 
If possible, and rules permitting, doors 
should not be shut on doers behind the 
scenes for higher awards. It is not enough 
if the government honours the quiet 
achievers and washes its hands of. Men 
like Popatrao Pawar, Arunoday Mondal 
and Yogi Aeron are living inspirations for 
young minds to emulate. 

GANAPATHI BHAT, AKOLA

Air India Must Focus On 
Innovative Financing Options
Air India has recently extended its final 
dates for bid submission by March 2020 
to sell its entire 100 per cent stake. The 
move comes at a time when the state-
owned national carrier is struggling to 

set a foothold in the skies amidst the 
declining market share. Air India should 
now focus on innovative financing op-
tions if sale of the airline is imminent to 
repay its debts. The expression of interest 
(EoI) should relax certain rules related 
to financial lease and operating lease of 
the aircraft which may otherwise evince 
interest from potential bidders includ-
ing foreign market players through 49 
per cent foreign direct investment (FDI) 
route. As a national carrier, one empath-
ises the bond it carried with the nation 
since decades. However, over the years, 
sheer market competition, high fuel and 
maintenance costs, emerging monopoly 
of low-cost carriers in the Indian skies, 
lack of customer focus, tighter flying 
norms, operational issues, dwindling 
market share etc have only led to a de-
cline in the brand’s identity amidst the 
troubled skies. An effort thus to retain Air 
India’s brand identity, despite the stake 
sale should also be a paramount object-
ive - in the best interest of ticket-paying 
passengers otherwise intending to fly by 
the national carrier.

VARUN DAMBAL, BENGALURU
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State must maintain vigilance at 
all levels to contain Coronavirus 

A
larmed by the rising number of 
people afflicted by novel Coronavirus 
(nCoV) in mainland China and fear-
ing its spread in Goa, the state govern-
ment has set up a 30-bedded quarant-

ine ward in the Goa Medical College Hospital and 
an 8-bedded facility at the sub-district hospital at 
Chicalim. The state has also constituted a taskforce 
to deal with any Coronavirus cases and offer treat-
ment to those found to be carrying the disease. 
To ensure prompt action the state government 
has shared with the hospitals in both the districts 
the advisory and guidelines issued by the Union 
health ministry on the clinical management of 
severe acute respiratory illness (SARI) in suspected 
or confirmed cases of Coronavirus. Though not a 
single confirmed case of Coronavirus or SARI has 
been reported in Goa so far, people are wary after 
a tourist, who had returned from China last week 
and showed signs of affliction of the disease, was 
quarantined in the GMC. His clinical status would 
be known by the hospital after receiving the re-
ports on examination of his blood samples by the 
National Institute of Virology.

There is no need for people to panic. There is 
the need to take precautionary measures to avoid 
contracting Coronavirus. People should report any 
suspected case to the health authorities, especially 
if they come across anyone showing clinical signs 
and symptoms of the disease, mainly fever and dif-

ficulty in breathing. The people 
must observe good personal 
hygiene by frequently washing 
hands with soap. As precau-
tions can save people from con-
tracting the disease, it would be 
in their own interest to cover 
mouth so as to avoid close con-
tacts with people who are un-

well or showing symptoms of illness, such as fever, 
cough and running nose. As Coronavirus is be-
lieved to be transmitted from animals to humans, 
people should be advised to avoid close contacts 
with pets and other animals. People should also 
refrain from consumption of raw or undercooked 
meat and avoid visits to farms, live animal markets 
or slaughter houses.

The virus, detected earlier this month in the 
Wuhan city of China, was not identified before and 
poses a challenge to the professionals engaged in 
medical research and treatment. The virus has 
claimed over 130 lives so far and thousands of oth-
ers have been affected. Given the large spread of its 
geography, China has ordered partial or full lock-
downs in several cities affecting movement of 60 
million people. As Chinese health authorities have 
said that since people can spread the virus before 
symptoms show there is need for taking all the pre-
cautions to contain SARI. Reports have emerged 
that Coronavirus, which has also been described 
as Wuhan Coronavirus, has spread across several 
Asian countries and other parts of the world. With 
the threat of spread of disease increasing, and there 
being no authentic treatment available for it, the 
state health and hospital authorities should take 
steps to treat patients on symptomatic basis to con-
tain the spread of the disease. All the health centres 
across the state should be equipped with medicines 
to deal with cases of influenza, whether those hav-
ing symptoms test positive for Coronavirus or not.

The state taskforce headed by health secret-
ary has its task cut out for it. While treating people 
with suspected signs of SARI, healthcare workers 
need to take precaution not to contract the disease 
themselves and spread it to others. As Goans travel 
to China for various purposes including business, 
there is possibility of them having contracted the 
disease. The taskforce needs to find out how many 
Goans travelled to China in the recent months and 
maintain medical vigilance on them. In case any-
one among the travellers to China shows remote 
symptoms of the disease he or she would have to 
be isolated and treated as per the medical protocol 
suggested by the Union health ministry. The health 
authorities cannot lower safeguards against the 
spread of the virus. There should be a strong aware-
ness campaign by the government. Managements 
of hotels and casinos must inform the health of-
ficials of any person visiting their establishments 
showing signs of the virus. The state government 
should seek the help of the central government to 
install a thermal scanner at the Dabolim airport to 
scan visitors as a precautionary measure.

Fighting China Virus

RAJDEEP SARDESAI 

I
n budget week, a minister of state for fin-
ance would be expected to prepare him-
self for D day behind the forbidding walls 
of  North Block. But junior minister Anurag 
Thakur finds himself   in the news for the 

wrong reasons. A rabble-rousing speech de-
livered by him on the Delhi election campaign 
trail where he is seen inciting the crowd to shoot 
‘desh ke gaddar’ (enemies of  the state) has gone 
viral. That a Union minister should so cavalierly   
resort to inflammatory speeches reveals a brazen 
disregard for the rule of  law and exposes the lim-
itations of   the Election Commission’s code of 
conduct.  But it also raises another fundamental 
question: is winning an election at all costs far 
more important than ensuring communal peace? 
And yes, what should be ministerial priority: fo-
cusing on the budget and the economy or stirring 
a potential Hindu-Muslim divide on the street?  

In normal times, such questions may seem ir-
relevant. After all, the rules for winning elections 
and providing good governance are very differ-
ent. Polarising voters at election time on caste 
and religious lines has been a well-used gambit 
for decades across parties: the BJP in particular 
has never hesitated from unapologetically mak-
ing religious nationalism its calling card. By con-
trast, the Union budget is a lengthy bureaucratic 
exercise that requires diligence and detailing: 
short cut populism may get you votes but won’t 
help balance the budgetary numbers. And yet, 
these are scarcely normal times with images of 
street protests over the Citizenship Amendment 
Act and mounting concerns over the economy 
competing for headline space. The Union budget 
and the Delhi elections are only a week apart. The 
budget is being delivered at a time when the eco-
nomy by all accounts is in serious disrepair while 
the Delhi elections come at a time when the BJP 
has just lost power in Jharkhand and been out-
smarted in Maharashtra.

Words like ‘recession’, ‘stagflation’ are being 
floated with dire warnings of the 2020 budget 
being a ‘do or die’ moment for the Modi govern-
ment to restore public confidence in the health 
of the economy. Perhaps, we invest too much en-
ergy in the prosaic task of budget making: there 
is much more that a government can do out-

side the budget to revive the economy than just 
a 90-minute speech on the floor of parliament. 
And yet, as a principal financial document and a 
statement of intent, the budget does matter, more 
so in underwhelming economic times.   

Thakur’s senior in the ministry, Nirmala 
Sitharaman has already been under the scan-
ner over the last eight months. As the country’s 
first full-time woman Finance Minister, Sithara-
man was always going to be looked at with an 
extra-sharp lens: breaking a glass ceiling within 
a patriarchal set-up is never easy. Every move 
and word uttered by the minister has been sub-
ject to microscopic examination which is slightly 
unfair. After all, the blame for a slowing economy 
can hardly be laid at the door of the minister. 
Much of what ails the economy predates Sithara-
man’s ascent: an ill-conceived demonetisation 
exercise and a badly structured Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST) regime have been principally 
responsible for the decline in growth even if the 
government will still not admit to its mistakes. 
The photo-ops of the Prime Minister and senior 
ministers with economists and industrialists in 
pre-budget meetings with the Finance Minister 
conspicuously absent were terrible optics: they 
only seemed to confirm the worst fears expressed 
of a minister who is only a token figure even as 
the real authority in policy issues vests with the 
Prime Minister’s office. 

Optics matter as the Modi government is find-
ing out in the harsh winter of discontent that has 
enveloped large parts of the country. Ever since 
it returned to power with a thumping majority 
in May 2019, the messaging has been of an auto-
cratic government that is determined to use its 
parliamentary majority to push a majoritarian 
ideological agenda. The headline news has been 
dominated by polarising issues, be it Article 370, 
the National Register for Citizens or the Citizen-
ship Amendment Act. Even the government’s 
best efforts to get the economy back on track with 
a series of announcements aimed at boosting in-
vestor sentiment have had limited impact on the 
ground. That is in part because the messaging has 
been all wrong: a divisive political agenda runs at 
cross-purposes with a growth-driven economic 
agenda. The notion of inclusive ‘vikas’ (or devel-
opment) co-exists uneasily with the politics of ex-
clusive, discriminatory legislation.  

In particular, the concept of ‘sab ka vishwas’ 
(trust of everyone) has gone missing from the 
Modi government’s clarion call to build a ‘new’ 
India. This ‘new’ India ideal is premised on con-
structing the building blocks of an aspirational 
India where jobs, education, health are priorit-
ised over identity politics. Modi 1.0 with its focus 
on large-scale state-driven welfarism at least at-
tempted to create a sense of hope in the people 
that ‘mera desh badal raha hai’ (my country is 
changing). By contrast, Modi 2.0 appears to be 
trapped between focusing on the core issue of 
economic revival and being distracted, deliber-
ately or otherwise, in keeping the communal pot 
boiling by raking up issues that will only deepen 
the mistrust amongst the very demographic 
groupings that voted overwhelmingly for a Modi-
led government last year. For example, a recent 
nationwide opinion poll shows that as many as 
43 per cent Indians felt that CAA-NRC were only 
a distraction from the ‘real’ issues of jobs and 
economic growth while 32 per cent Indians felt 
that unemployment was the number one con-
cern, followed by agrarian distress and rising 
prices. The feeling of being disconnected from 
the government’s policies was highest amongst 
the youth, a core vote for Modi.

It is this disconnect that should worry the gov-
ernment when its ministers speak contemptu-
ously of protestors as a ‘tukde-tukde gang’ or ‘an-
ti-nationals’ who deserve to be shot. Or when the 
Home Minister goes to the extent of asking voters 
to show such anger while pressing the EVM but-
ton that the residents of Shaheen Bagh ‘feel the 
current’. A core BJP voter may well be enthused 
by the incendiary rhetoric but for those less ideo-
logically driven, a combination of mounting eco-
nomic anxiety and constant political confronta-
tion can create a dangerous alienation. It makes 
one wonder: who really is the ‘tukde-tukde’ gang 
that wants to divide and rule?

  
Post-script: Long before he became a minister, 
Anurag Thakur was the Indian cricket board 
president when he was forced to apologise to 
the Supreme Court for perjury and contempt. 
Will the minister apologise this time for incite-
ment to violence? Or is this ‘new’ India where 
ministers can shoot and scoot with no fear of 
any punishment?
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Modi 2.0 appears to be trapped between focusing on the core issue of economic revival 
and being distracted in keeping the communal pot boiling

Growing Voter Disconnect Worry For Govt
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The production of too many useful things results 
in too many useless people” Karl Marx 10

Before We Make Goa A
Music Festival Destination

A 
YEAR after the government ‘forced’ the two electron-
ic, dance and music (EDM) festivals, Sunburn and Su-
personic, out of the state citing various reasons the 
new Tourism Minister Manohar Azgaonkar has an-
nounced that Goa will soon be developed as a music 

festival destination. The state for years was host to the two mega 
EDMs, billed to be biggest such events in whole of Asia, till the 
government changed its policy last year. Among the reasons for 
‘disallowing’ the mega musical events, held during peak tourist 
season, were complaints from local residents about traffi  c jams 
and noise. What made the government change its decision? Was 
it loss of revenue due to ‘exit’ of the two EDM events? Are certain 
lobbies behind it? The Tourism Minister ought to come clean on 
the issue.

There is no harm in adding new avenues to attract tour-
ists but to revive EDMs the government needs to address the 
concerns on infrastructure and daily lives of the Goans. If the 

two events were to be held simul-
taneously, the government should 
create adequate infrastructure to 
ensure that the locals are not in-
convenienced.  The organisers of 
the EDMs owe the government 
a lot of money: recovery of dues 
must be made before allowing 
them. Azgaonkar has said that the 
government would identify spe-
cial zones to conduct late night 

music festivals which will not cause inconvenience to the lo-
cals. Does Goa have infrastructure to hold such events other 
than the coastal areas? Pushing these mega events to hinter-
land would mean that additional infrastructure has to be cre-
ated and this could take time not only for planning but also put-
ting it together. Besides, what is the guarantee that the people 
in the hinterland would not object to the events as they would 
disrupt their lives? As there is possibility of opposition from the 
people living in the hinterland the best solution would be to 
allow hosting of such events closer to the Western Ghats but 
there too the wildlife would be disturbed leading to opposition 
from nature lovers. The government would surely have a task 
at hand in fi nding places where EDMs or other musical events 
could be held.

There is considerable pressure on the infrastructure already 
due to tourism and tourism-related events. It would be better 
to space them out. The government has to draw a calendar of 
events for the year and allow the events to take place according-
ly, rather than allowing organizers to have a direct say on hold-
ing of the events. Organising of events should not be allowed at 
the cost of interests of local people just because they contribute 
revenue to the state exchequer. Spacing out will help in better 
planning and management of events as well as traffi  c. The state 
has been attracting around six million tourists and the existing 
infrastructure, especially in the coastal areas, has been found to 
be too inadequate to handle the pressure. As vigorous promo-
tion of Goa as a music festival destination would attract more 
tourists the state authorities need to ensure that there was ade-
quate infrastructure to handle higher number of visitors in par-
ticular times. In the absence of adequate infrastructure in the 
hinterland, the government would have to permit the organiz-
ers of music events to host them in the coastal areas.

The idea of making Goa a musical festival destination is 
good and would serve as additional attraction for tourists. How-
ever, such events should be held at diff erent places on diff er-
ent dates. As the idea is to promote 
music, music lovers would not 
mind reaching any place where it 
is held; the only thing they would 
expect from the state government 
is that there were adequate facili-
ties at the sites. The sites should 
have facilities and amenities like accommodation, restaurants 
and other forms of recreation to hold back tourists for longer 
time so as to create business for local entrepreneurs. To devel-
op Goa into top class music festival destination the authorities 
would have to begin identifying  potential sites immediately, 
especially in the hinterland, and set the ball rolling for devel-
oping them. While doing so the government should seek the 
co-operation of the local population through panchayats and 
trade associations and make them partners in tourism promo-
tion and income from the trade. Location of such events in the 
hinterland would help the government carry out better plan-
ning and keep the events within the limits of the law. The sites 
should have good facilities to retain tourists for longer period. 
Perhaps the idea of music festival destination can be used by 
the government to reduce the pressure on the coastal areas and 
expand and diversify its tourism profi le in the hinterland. 
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Health is the great-
est gift, contentment 
the greatest wealth, 
faithfulness the best 
relationship” 

Buddha

Healing is a matter 
of time, but it 
is sometimes 
also a matter of 
opportunity” 

Hippocrates 

  RAJDEEP SARDESAI

“WE don’t need to be told by 
media or Opposition what 
we need to do for farm-

ers. We would rather listen to farmers 
and not to carping, negative Opposition 
or ‘know-all media’ that knows little of 
grassroots realities,” G V L Narasimha 
Rao, BJP spokesperson said during a tel-
evision debate on July 12. When one of 
the more aff able and accessible voices 
of the ruling party chooses to launch a 
diatribe against the media when asked 
a simple question on whether demon-
etisation has adversely aff ected the ru-
ral economy and is one of the causes for 
growing farmer unrest, you realise how 
easily power can accentuate hubris, how 
the echo of one’s own voice prevents the 
individual from listening to any dissent-
ing view.

At odds with media 
But why blame Rao whose nightly task 

is to defend the government on prime-
time television? The disdainful attitude 
towards the media begins right at the top. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has cho-
sen to virtually bypass the mainstream 
media, preferring instead the one-way 
communication off ered by social media 
messages through Twitter or a feel-good 
monthly Mann ki Baat on radio. No open 
press conferences, no taking journalists 
with him during  his foreign visits, only 
the odd pre-scripted  interview: Modi, 
who was once an extremely popular  and  
communicative BJP spokesperson him-
self, has now chosen to widen the dis-
tance between himself  and a large sec-
tion of the media (who he has, on more 
than one occasion, described contemptu-
ously as ‘news traders’).

As a result, there hasn’t been till date, 
any serious questioning of the Prime 
Minister on the single biggest move un-
dertaken by his government. It is almost 
as if there is no felt need by the country’s 
leadership to answer any hard questions 
on the negative impact of demonetisa-
tion. Why, for example, do we still not 

know how much of the old demonetised 
currency is back in the system? Or what 
exactly happened to the government’s 
‘war’ on black money or on counterfeit 
currency? Is it not legitimate to ask for at 
least a white paper on demonetisation? 
Unfortunately, with the narrative being 
spun in a manner where any question-
ing of authority is now seen as ‘anti-na-
tional’, the media is being pushed on the 
defensive, forced to oscillate between 
self-censorship or else get co-opted and 
embedded as cheerleaders of the ‘estab-
lishment’.

But why blame the Prime Minister? 
Congress president Sonia Gandhi has 
been in public life for almost two dec-
ades but has never shown a willingness 
to answer uncomfortable questions on 
contentious issues like Bofors or, indeed, 
many other corruption scandals dogging 
the Congress. Last November, I had the 
rare chance of interviewing Sonia Gan-
dhi. Just ahead of the interview it was 
made clear that only questions related 
to Indira Gandhi on the occasion of her 
centenary celebrations could be asked. 
‘No political questions!” I was told in no 
uncertain terms. When one of the coun-
try’s most powerful politicians won’t take 
‘political’ questions, isn’t that indicative 
of the skewed nature of our democracy?

This unwillingness of those in pub-
lic life to be held accountable has now 
spread like virus through the political 
system. In 2015, Mamata Banerjee chose 
to walk out of an interview I was doing 
with her because I raised the issue of the 
Saradha chit fund scam. Mamata at least 
agreed to an interview; Mayawati hasn’t 
given one in a decade so we still don’t 
have answers to allegations of dispropor-
tionate assets. An imperious Jayalalithaa 
refused to step out of  Fortress Poes Gar-
den to meet the press, a Naveen Patnaik 
follows a similar ‘no questions’ policy in 
Odisha, while in Kerala, a Pinarayi Vijay-
an has never  hidden his open hostility 
towards the media.

Guarding gates of power
Which brings me to the central ques-

tion: have we entered the age where our 

‘democratic rulers’ have chosen to ef-
fectively bypass the Fourth Estate by di-
rectly dealing with their constituents?  
Where does that leave the crucial role of 
the journalist of speaking truth to pow-
er? Realising that access is critical to the 
functioning of  daily journalism, there 
has been a systematic attempt to zeal-
ously guard the gates of  power: not just 
in Delhi, but across the country in sev-
eral state capitals, the state secretariats 
have chosen to deny entry to journalists, 
even in some instances to accredited cor-
respondents. Sadly, rather than defend 
the media’s professional rights, a large 
section of the reader/viewer now choos-
es to applaud an opaque, authoritarian 
leadership.

It wasn’t always like this. When Indira 
Gandhi muzzled the media in the Emer-
gency in the mid-1970s, those who stood 
up to her were praised and celebrated. 
In the late 1980s, when Rajiv Gandhi in-
troduced the defamation bill to clamp 
down on the press, the media rose in one 
voice to protest. In almost every instance 
of arbitrary use of state power against 
the media, the general public has been 
on our side. Not any longer: now, when 
a politician takes on the media, there is 
a large audience which cheers from the 
sidelines.

Perhaps, we in the media need to in-
trospect as to why we have allowed

this to happen to us. When sensation 
replaces sense on television, when po-
litical and ideological alignments de-
termine the hierarchy of news, when 
ownership patterns are non-transparent, 
then we make it that much easier for the 
political class and their hired armies to 
chastise us as ‘paid media’. Actually, we 
aren’t a ‘know-all’ media as Rao suggests; 
maybe, we are just a media which has 
lost its moral spine.

Post-script: Earlier this month, the BBC 
ahead of the general elections had both the 
prime ministerial candidates in Britain face 
the general public with no choreographed 
questions.  How many of our political lead-
ers are willing to subject themselves to a 
similar no-hold-barred interrogation?

The disdainful 
attitude 
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right at the top. 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
has chosen 
to virtually 
bypass the 
mainstream 
media, 
preferring 
instead the 
one-way 
communication 
offered by 
social media 
messages

Where does that leave the crucial role of the journalist of speaking truth to power?

A Sorry State Of The Fourth Estate

  GANAPATHI BHAT, AKOLA 

PRANAB Mukherjee, who will lay down 
his offi  ce as India’s 13th President on July 
26, may not have exactly been a ‘people’s 

President’; but it cannot be disputed that he 
was a ‘perfect President’ who brought six dec-
ades of political experience with him when he 
walked into his palatial Rashtrapati Bhavan at 
the Raisina Hill in July 2012.  An Indira Gan-
dhi protégé, Mukherjee’s erudition was his as-
set. One of India’s best parliamentarians and 
statesmen, his dignifi ed ways, high learning, 
expertise as a ‘troubleshooter’ for the Congress 
seemed to have made his job as President easy 
though he was not really “tested” in the form 
of any constitutional crisis which would have 
merited inputs drawn from his vast under-
standing of men and matters. Mukherjee must 
have heaved a sigh of relief when the 2014 gen-
eral election, contrary to expectations, did not 
throw a fractured mandate. Though a born 
Congressman, Mukherjee astutely distanced 
himself from all political leanings once he as-
sumed the top post though he was described 
as “the best Prime Minister India never had” 
when he assumed President’s offi  ce. His politi-
cal will came to the fore when he expeditiously 
disposed of mercy petitions, unlike some of his 
predecessors, and by the end of his tenure there 
were not any pending petitions.  Mukherjee ap-
peared to have gelled well with both Dr Man-
mohan Singh and Narendra Modi – two prime 
ministers with contrasting working styles. That 
Mukherjee had cultivated a good working rela-
tion and excellent rapport with both was amply 
evident by the way he was respected by Dr Singh 
and Modi.  Having said that, the President left 
no stone unturned in giving a piece of his mind 
when occasion demanded.  Mukherjee’s take on 
intolerance was one of those instances. By the 
same token, the President’s description of Modi 
as a “quick learner” showed he was not averse 
to speak his mind. During his stint, the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan was not in isolation, and he report-
edly had a free mind in welcoming politicians 
and other dignitaries.   Now that he will retire 
gracefully, the 82--year--old scholar should 
hopefully be able to engross himself in his fa-
vourite pastimes like gardening and music. A 
prolifi c writer, Mukherjee’s deep insight should 
propel him to pen his thoughts on his tenure at 
the Raisina Hill.

Pranab’s Fruitful 
Stint At 
Raisina Hill
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  FROM THE NT INBOX

  Readers may send their short 
views to ‘FROM THE NT INBOX’ 
column (approx 100-150 words) to 
post@navhindtimes.com and longer 
arguments for the ‘MY TAKE’column 
(approx 500 words) to  mytake@
navhindtimes.com. All letters must 
include full name, address, phone 
number and designation of the writer.  

Wishful Thinking On 
Wiping Out Garbage 
ADDRESSING the gathering on 
the Goa Revolution Day, Chief 
Minister Manohar Parrikar has 
candidly declared that by 18 
June 2018 Goa will herald into 
a plastic-free and garbage free 
paradise. What a relief it would 
be if this statement translates 
into a reality by next year. It 
is the dream of every Goan 
that this beautiful place which 
has been so badly tarnished 
by this hazard is rescued from 
this scourge once and for all. 
Yet it is extremely important 
to accept that it would be one 
of the greatest challenges to 
liberate the state from this 
problem. First, let us focus on 
the plastic waste. Recently a 
bold statement was made that 
the plastic bags will be banned 
and those seen carrying such 
bags would be severely fi ned. 
Though it sounds simple, it is 
worth realising that it is not 
just the plastic bags that mat-
ter but a lot of product that 
comes packaged in plastic 
material. Is there any solution 
to the thousands of plastic 
sachets carrying the dairy 
products like milk, yogurt etc 
getting accumulated every 
day? Likewise, what about 
the grocery items like cereals, 
pulses packed in the plastic 
bags? So is the case with the 
readymade wear stacked in 
the plastic containers. Thus the 
focus should be on segregation 

of plastic waste and recycling 
it instead of merely involv-
ing in the wishful thinking of 
an ideal plastic ban. As for the 
garbage in general, there may 
be many areas in Goa like the 
one we have in our vicinity 
in Merces. With the garbage 
so rampantly strewn in some 
locations and the street cattle 
feasting over it, particularly 
in the rainy season, the road 
gets reduced to one-way traf-
fi c situation. There is no point 
displaying the warning signs 
that dumping garbage is an of-
fence and that trespassers will 
be prosecuted, when no action 
is initiated. Around the area 
that we stay in Merces, though 
every residential complex has 
facilities for garbage collection, 

segregation and orderly dis-
posal, there are disorderly ele-
ments from around who dump 
their garbage along the road-
side. During the last panchayat 
elections every candidate who 
visited us pledged to resolve 
the garbage issue. We eagerly 
wait to see when and whether 
at all it would be a reality.

MICHAEL VAZ, MERCES

It’s Madd Versus Matti 
THE Parrikar government seems to be hell-bent on making 
the coconut tree as state tree. This is nothing but a populist 
attempt aimed at proving that the government is pro-coconut 
tree, whose declassifi cation by the previous government trig-
gered a public outcry. The Matti tree should not be sacrifi ced 
for political considerations of the present government, more 
so of the Goa Forward Party. As environmentalist Rajendra 
Kerkar has rightly pointed out, the Matti tree has unique fea-
ture that it can store water.  The government should rescind 
the amendment to the Goa, Daman and Diu Preservation of 
Trees Act, 1984, carried out by the previous government and 
take effective steps to preserve the local varieties of coconut.  
In Goa,   coconut is a cash crop and comparing it with Matti 
tree is like comparing chalk with cheese. The government 
should be prudent enough to respect the sanctity of the Matti 
tree and not sacrifi cing it at the altar of political considera-
tions.

K  B DESSAI, FATORDA

T H E  N E W S P A P E R  Y O U  C A N  T R U S T
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More snow falls over 
Shimla, Manali, Dalhousie

More snow fell over Shimla, Man-
ali and Dalhousie in Himachal 
Pradesh on Wednesday, making 

the tourist towns more picturesque, but 
traffic was hampered in many parts of the 
state as a thick blanket of snow piled on the 
roads. The temperatures remained below 
the freezing point in many places after 
widespread snow and rain, a meteorological 
department official said. Kalpa, around 250 
km from here, recorded a low at a minus 
3.5 degrees Celsius. It saw 26.4 cm snow in 
the past 24 hours. Keylong, headquarters 
of Lahaul-Spiti district, the coldest in the 
state, recorded a low of minus 5.7 degrees 
Celsius. Temperatures were minus one 
degree Celsius in Shimla and 1.4 degrees 
in Dharamsala. Shimla saw 10.2 cm snow, 
while Dharamsala had 49.6 mm rain. Man-
ali, which saw a low of minus 1.8 degree, 
saw 8 cm snow.  Shimla’s nearby destina-
tions Kufri, Fagu and Narkanda experienced 
moderate to heavy snowfall, the official said. 
Kufri experienced the state’s highest 45 cm 
snow. Snow could be seen in several areas of 
Shimla like the Mall Road, the Ridge, the US 
Club and Jakhu hills. The snow has cut off 
Kinnaur district and towns in Shimla district 
such as Kufri, Narkanda, Jubbal, Kotkhai, 
Kumarsain, Kharapathar, Rohru and Cho-
pal, a government official said.  The road 
link to towns in upper Shimla is likely to be 
restored by Wednesday evening, the official 
said. Officials said the bad weather had 
affected road network in the higher reaches 
of Kinnaur, Shimla, Chamba, Mandi, Kullu 
and Sirmaur districts and efforts were being 
made to reopen them.  The rain and snow 
are likely to continue till Thursday, said the 
Met official. IANS

Great Indian Run in Dubai 
to support kids

A mini marathon named the Great 
Indian Run 2020 will be held in Dubai 
on Friday, the organisers announced. 

The organisers, AKCAF Volunteer Group 
comprising alumni from various colleges 
in Kerala, said on Tuesday that all sponsor-
ship proceeds will be donated to Al Ibtisama 
Centre for People with Disabilities in Shar-
jah, reports the Khaleej Times. Function-
ing under the UAE Ministry of Community 
Development Authority, Al Ibtisama Centre 
is a low cost, non-profit school for provid-
ing special education to the children of 
determination at very affordable cost under 
the management of the Indian Association, 
Sharjah. Registered with the Community 
Development Authority in Dubai, AKCAF 
is organising the event to commemorate 
the 71st Indian Republic Day that fell on 
Sunday. Even though the event is named 
the Great Indian Run 2020, it will attract 
Emiratis and expats from different coun-
tries as well and various communities in the 
UAE, the organisers added. IANS

Book reveals Kolkata’s 
best kept secrets

A classic by famous Bengali author He-
mendra Kumar Roy has been trans-
lated into English almost a century 

after it was published in 1923 and reveals 
to the contemporary readers the darkest 
secrets of the erstwhile Calcutta. “Calcutta 
Nights” (ori-
ginally ‘Raater 
Kolkata’) tells 
stories of the 
city that led a 
life of glamour 
and scandal in 
her youth. Only 
that, those are 
not stories but 
a moving land-
scape of events 
that used to 
happen under a 
pale hazy moon 
or perhaps, the 
dim street lights 
of Tilottoma. In the book, translated into 
English by Rajat Chaudhuri, Roy reveals the 
darkest secrets of an earlier Calcutta. From 
Chitpur bordellos to the Chinese gambling 
dens of Territi Bazaar, from the green 
rooms of Bengali theatres to the hideouts of 
ruthless hoodlums of Mechhobazaar, from 
burning ghats to prostitution - the narrative 
traverses through all the dark, narrow alleys 
of the city and the self, living in it. And thus, 
the city becomes a character by itself. It 
creates a unique cosmopolitan setting, col-
oured with shades of debauchery, darkness 
and crime that this first-hand account bril-
liantly recounts. This was a time of a decad-
ent zamindari, a time though turbulent, was 
nostalgic about its famous ‘Babu Culture’ - 
the gentleman’s misdemeanours. PTI

WILDLIFE & MEDICINE

Ayurvedic care for 
your pets

”Caring for your pet is a great joy!” said Dhruv Kumar, 
Petveda founder

The pet grooming industry 
is booming, and as the 
world is reawakening to 

Ayurveda’s benefits, a new pet-
care line is bringing age-old wis-
dom to pet products.

“We eat organic, wear eth-
ically made clothes, support 
local brands, and recycle waste. 
We are living in a conscious 
world,and are super happy 
about it. But there is one very 
important part of our life that 
still needs that all-natural touch. 
Our pets!

“We have so thoroughly 
brought a healthy shift in our 
lives, but then, why do we 
keep our pets away from 
the benefits of organic 
infused goodness?” 
says Dhruv Ku-
mar, who founded 
Petveda, following 
an ayurvedic skin and 
care line run by his 
father.

His is a family of pet 
lovers, and currently has 
seven dogs. A he says, “caring 
for your pet is a great joy!”

“Petveda, was my father’s vis-
ion, as he was a firm believer 
in the healing properties of ay-
urvedic herbs and always felt 
that ayurvedic herbs would be 
extremely beneficial for pets as 
well,” Kumar told.

We have developed each for-
mulation and product using ay-

urvedic extracts and essential 
oils, based on studies of prop-
erties of plants, herbs and other 
natural ingredients as laid out 
in the ancient scriptures of Ay-
urveda, he added.

As modern pet parents con-
tinue to seek out only the best 
for their pets, Kumar feels they 

have become a “lot more aware, 
sensitive and conscious towards 
good care of their pets”.

How does Petveda help?
“In the past, humans used 

their own shampoos on their 
pets under the false belief that 
it’s all the same. The pH level of a 
pet’s skin is much lower as com-
pared to that of humans. Even 
baby shampoos are too acidic 
for a dog’s skin.

“The other problem which 
we felt of utmost concern was 
the usage of pet shampoos or 
grooming products that con-
tain harsh chemicals. Petveda 
was created to solve day to day 
issues of our four legged family 
members. of the pet or the envir-
onment as a whole.” New Delhi 
IANS

NEXT TO LEAD RIGHT

Five mountaineers to 
attempt winter Everest climb

A feat that has not been done since 1993

Three Spanish moun-
taineers and two Ger-
mans are embark-

ing on a daring mission to 
climb Mount Everest, the 
world’s highest peak, in 
winter - a feat that has not 
been done since 1993.

Alex Txikon, Oscar Cardo, 
Jonatan GarcÃa headed 
to Everest Base Camp on 
Sunday, ready to start their 
climb next week, the dir-
ector of Outware Treks 
& Expeditions, Pemba 
Sherpa, told Efe news.

“The team of Sherpa, 
also known as Icefall doc-
tor, has opened the route 
up to Camp I (6,000 m) 
that passes through the 
Khumbu Icefall,” he said.

The trio has already 
climbed Mt Ama Dablam 
(6,812 m) as part of accli-
matization training.

The Khumbu Icefall, loc-
ated between Everest Base 
Camp and Camp I, is the 
most treacherous section of 
the route, where giant slabs 
of ice loom and sometimes 
break off.

“As the Spanish have 
completed their acclimat-
ization on Mt Ama Dablam, 
they will not begin their 
climb as soon as they reach 
the Everest Base Camp,” 
said Sherpa. “They will not 
use supplemental oxygen.” 
It will be the trio’s third at-
tempt at the challenge after 
failed attempts in 2016 and 
2017.

In 2017, the climbers 

reached Camp IV (8,000 m), 
but had to return due to the 
weather.

“Their luck this year, ob-
viously, will depend on 
the weather. Until today 
(Sunday), whether in the 
Everest region is good,” said 
Sherpa.

He said that in winter 
the days are shorter and 
the nights longer and cold, 
making climbing harder.

Everest witnesses some of 
the strongest winds at this 
time of the year, with tem-
peratures regularly reach-
ing -36 degrees Celsius. It 
can drop as low as -60 C.

Winter climbing permits 
last until the end of Feb-
ruary. Besides the Spanish 
trio, German climbers Jost 
Kobusch and Hug Daniel 
are also tackling the slopes 
of Everest, Rabin Neupane, 
the director of Satori Ad-
ventures, told Efe.

The pair has moved down 

to Base Camp at 5,380 m 
after reaching Camp II 
(6,400 m) as part of their 
acclimatization, Neupane 
said.

The Germans are not us-
ing climbing aids, such as 
ropes and ladders, and are 
also without supplemental 
oxygen.

“They have not an-
nounced the date to climb, 
but are waiting the right 
time that’s good weather 
window,” said Neupane.

The last winter ascent, ac-
cording to Nepal’s Tourism 
Department records, was 
completed by Japan’s Shin-
suke Ezuka on December 
20, 1993.

Krzysztof Wielicki of Po-
land first climbed Everest in 
the dead of winter on Feb-
ruary 17, 1980.

The peak sees the highest 
number of climbers during 
the spring. Kathmandu 
IANS

The Khumbu Icefall, located between Everest Base Camp 
and Camp I, is the most treacherous section of the route, 
where giant slabs of ice loom and sometimes break off.

HEALTH & LIFESYTLE

Researchers have found 
that children who spend 
more time looking at 

tablets or television screens 
as infants are likely to be less 
physically active as they enter 
school age.

The study, published in the 
journal The Lancet Child and 
Adolescent Health, revealed 
that kids aged two to three 
who spend more than three 
hours a day viewing screens, 
such as tablets and televisions 
(TVs) grow up to be less phys-
ically active at age 5.5 years, 
compared to children who 
used screens for an hour or 
less each day.

The study, involving more 
than 500 children in Singa-
pore, suggests that adhering 
to the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) guidelines to limit 
screen time to one hour per 
day or less among children 
aged two to five years may 
promote healthier behaviours 

in later life.
“We sought to determine 

whether screen viewing habits 
at the age two to three affected 
how children spent their time 
at age five. In particular we 
were interested in whether 
screen viewing affected sleep 
patterns and activity levels 
later in childhood,” said Falk 
Muller-Riemenschneider, 
from the National University 
of Singapore.

Screen viewing is increas-
ingly prevalent but excess-
ive screen time in childhood 
has been linked to a range of 
health problems, including 
increased risk of obesity and 
reduced cognitive develop-
ment, the researchers said.

For the findings, parents 
were asked to report how 
much time the children spent 
on average either watching or 
playing video games on TV, 
using a computer, or using a 
handheld device, such as mo-

bile phone or tablet.
These screen habits were 

recorded when the children 
were aged two and again at 
age three. An average of the 

two recordings were used in 
the analysis.

At age five, the children 
wore an activity tracker con-
tinuously for seven days to 

monitor their sleep, sedent-
ary behaviour, light physical 
activity, and moderate-to-vig-
orous physical activity.

Children in the study spent 

an average of 2.5 hours a day 
watching screens at age two to 
three.

Television was the most 
commonly used device and 
was associated with the longest 
viewing time. Only a small pro-
portion of children in the study 
met WHO recommendations 
of one hour per day or less.

The findings revealed 
that children who had used 
screens for three or more 
hours a day between the ages 
two to three spent an average 
of 40 minutes more time sit-
ting down each day at age five 
than did those who had used 
screens for less than an hour a 
day at the same ages.

Such higher screen use in 
infancy was associated with 
around 30 minutes less light 
physical activity each day, and 
around 10 minutes less mod-
erate to vigorous activity each 
day, the study said.  Singapore 
IANS

Early-life screen time reduces physical activity in later childhood
Grow up to be less physically active at age 5.5 years, compared to children who used screens for an hour or less each day

Screen viewing is increasingly prevalent but excessive screen time in childhood has been linked to 
a range of health problems, including increased risk of obesity and reduced cognitive development, 
the researchers said.
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Mumbai prepares for Jagannath Rath Yatra
The Maha Aarti for Lord Jagannath will start at 3.00 pm

The stage is set for the 
grand celebrations of the 
annual Lord Jagannath 

Rath Yatra (Chariot procession) 
in Mumbai’s Shivaji Park on 
January 30, the organisers said 
here on Wednesday.

The huge procession of 
Lord Jagannath, Baldev and 
Subhadra Maiya will attract 
over 3,00,000 devotees, accord-
ing to the International Soci-
ety for Krishna Consciousness 
(ISKCON)’’s spiritual head, 
Radhanath Swami Maharaj.

“For the first time, the idol 
of Lord Jagannath, Baldev 
and Subhadra Maiya will be 
brought at Shivaji Park from 
Puri (Odisha) for Thursday’s 
Rath Yatra. The procession 
will be simultaneously carried 
out in 192 cities worldwide,” 
Radhanath Swami said.

He said this is the only global 
festival in which “the Lord him-
self is taken out of the temple 
to meet his devotees” and the 

Mumbai event is now ranked as 
the second-largest Lord Jagan-
nath Rath Yatra in the world 
after Puri.

The theme for this year is 
‘’Puri Dham’’ and a replica has 
been erected at Shivaji Park 
with huge seven-feet tall idols 
of Lord Jagannath, Baldev and 
Subhadra Maiya, specially 

brought this year for the Rath 
Yatra from Puri, seated on the 
dais.

The Maha Aarti for Lord 
Jagannath will start at 3.00 pm 
to be performed by Radhanath 
Swami and then thousands 
of devotees will pull the Rath 
from Shivaji Park to Shiv Sena 
Bhavan, Portuguese Church, 

Gokhale Road, Prabhadevi and 
back to Shivaji Park after three 
hours.

While the devotees -- many of 
them celebrities in their fields 
-- pull the huge chariot, other 
groups of devotees will clean 
the path with special brooms, 
others will make “rangolis” and 
shower flower petals on the 
route for the Lord to pass.

En route, 1,008 kgs of spe-
cially made “Khaja Prasad” 
will be distributed to all the de-
votees as they take “darshan” of 
Lord Jagannath.

After the return to Shivaji 
Park, there will be an offering of 
108 “bhogas” to the Lord pre-
pared by the devotees in dec-
orative pots, which were be-
ing made since the past three 
months. The bhogas comprise 
several types of rice prepara-
tions, 20 vegetables, 11 “pan-
eer” (fresh cheese) dishes, 21 
different sweets, 21 “farsans” , 
11 “parathas”. Mumbai IANS

“For the first time, the idol of Lord Jagannath, Baldev and Subhadra 
Maiya will be brought at Shivaji Park from Puri (Odisha) for 
Thursday’s Rath Yatra. The procession will be simultaneously 
carried out in 192 cities worldwide,” Radhanath Swami said.

Goddess Saraswati, 
considered the 
Hindu deity of mu-

sic, culture and learning, 
was worshiped across West 
Bengal with traditional 
gaiety and religious fervour 
on Wednesday.

However, with Basant 
Panchami - heralding the 
arrival of spring - stretch-
ing from Wednesday upto 
Thursday morning as per 
the almanac, in many 
households the goddess 
will be worshipped on 
Thursday.

Women and girls decked 
up in traditional bright 
yellow sarees and men 
and boys in kurtas offered 
flowers to the deity, as fam-
ilies shared “prasad” in cit-
ies, towns and villages.

It is a day of mirth of chil-
dren, for whom Saraswati 
puja is on a study day. Too 
happy to give their text-

books a miss, they particip-
ated in cultural functions 
organised in localities, 
educational institutes and 
households.

Clay idols of the goddess 
were seen with a crescent 
moon on the brow, riding 
a swan or seated on a lo-
tus with flowers, fruits and 
sweets placed as offerings 
before it.

The rituals started early 
in morning in schools, col-
leges, community clubs 
and households, with 
priests chanting mantras 
and devotees placing sea-
sonal palash flowers at the 
deity’s feet to the ringing 
sounds of cymbals and 
conch shells.

To receive the goddess’’s 
blessings, students also 
placed their books, pens 
and musical instruments 
beside the idol for the entire 
day. Kolkatta IANS

Bengal celebrates 
Saraswati Puja

RELIGON & FESTIVALS 
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SAD DEMISE

MORTO KESHAV 
BHANDARE

(Donapaula)

Husband of Dr. Laxmi Bhandare. 

Passed away on 29/01/2020 at 
12.00 pm after a prolong illness.

Funeral will proceed from resident 
Hirake, Bay View Colony, Donapaula 

on 30/01/2020 at 11.00 am to 
St. Inez crematorium.

REMEMBRANCE OF

21st Death Anniversary and 
96th Birth Anniversary

JOAO INACIO GRACIAS
Bandora, Ponda Goa.

Born: 30/01/1924  Died: 30/01/1999
“Despite the passing years you are 

always near, still missed, still loved.”
Fondly remembered by

Children, Grand Children and Friends

Four Goans under watch over nCoV
»continued from P1
China’s Wuhan city which 
is the outbreak spot of the 
coronavirus. Identified as 
a tourist, he had travelled 
from China to Delhi a week 
ago, and subsequently ar-
rived in Goa. A top officer 
from the Union ministry of 
health and family welfare 
had a meeting with officials 

of the health departments of 
all the states on Wednesday 
through video-conferen-
cing, where the central offi-
cial reviewed the measures 
being taken up to prevent 
coronavirus by the states in-
cluding Goa. 

At the meeting, it was in-
formed that that passenger 
screening facilities on nCoV 

will be jointly set up by the 
Airport Authority of India 
and civil aviation ministry at 
the Dabolim airport.

“The DHS will provide the 
required manpower to set 
up a helpdesk. We are go-
ing to designate our health 
officers who will be at the 
airport round the clock,” 
Betodkar said.

Meanwhile, tourism dir-
ector Menino D’Souza said 
the tourism department will 
issue a communiqué to all 
the hotels through the Travel 
and Tourism Association of 
Goa, asking hoteliers to re-
port details of the visitors 
from China to the DHS for 
effective monitoring of their 
health conditions.

No screening ...
»continued from P1
passengers upon their land-
ing at the Dabolim airport 
as there is no direct flight 
from China to Goa.” “…We 
don’t want to send panic 
to  passengers as there is 
no advisory issued by the 
Union health ministry on 
setting up thermal imaging 
to check the passengers on 
their arrival at the Dabolim 
airport,” Malik maintained. 

He, however, said the AAI 
is ready to provide space to 
set up a unit at the airport 
for screening the passen-
gers over coronavirus.  “We 
won’t have a problem if the 
state health authorities want 
to set up a centre or a unit at 
the airport to check the pas-
sengers for nCoV,” he said. 
Health officer of the Chic-
alim sub-district hospital 
Dr Rajendra Borkar said the 
directorate of health ser-
vices wants to set up a unit 
at the airport to screen pas-
sengers over nCoV as a pre-
cautionary step. 

Global airlines suspend  
flights to nCoV-hit China

»continued from P1
In Frankfurt, Germany’s 

flagship carrier Lufthansa 
said on Wednesday that it 
was cancelling all its flights 
to China until February 9 
over the coronavirus out-
break. 

Other airlines, includ-
ing United Airlines, Air 
Canada, Cathay Pacific Air-
ways, Lion Air have already 
cancelled some flights to 
China.

Air France suspended 
its three weekly flights to 
Wuhan on January 24, but 
as of Wednesday morning 
said it was maintaining its 
23 weekly flights to Beijing 
and Shanghai.

In New Delhi, Air India 
spokesperson said the na-
tional carrier is suspending 
its flights on Delhi-Shang-
hai route from January 31 
to February 14.

IndiGo airlines also an-
nounced that due to the 
coronavirus outbreak in 
China, it has decided to 
suspend its flights on the 
Bengaluru-Hong Kong 
route from February 1 and 
on the Delhi-Chengdu 
route from February 1 to 20.

IndiGo also said that for 
now, it will continue to op-
erate the Kolkata-Guang-
zhou flight but would mon-
itor the situation on a daily 
basis.

Chinese President Xi 
Jinping on Wednesday 
ordered the military to 
“shoulder responsibility” 
to contain the coronavirus 
outbreak. 

President Xi, who heads 
the People’s Liberation 
Army, told the military to 
keep their mission firmly 
in mind and shoulder re-
sponsibility to make con-

tribution to winning the 
battle against the novel 
coronavirus, which he has 
described as a “demon”, 
state-run Xinhua news 
agency reported.

Already, the military is 
pressing thousands of its 
medical personnel into 
Wuhan, the epicentre of the 
deadly virus outbreak, to 
assist the doctors.

Xi’s call to the military 
came as the number of 
confirmed cases of the fast 
spreading virus infection in 
mainland China reached 
6,078 with 70 cases abroad, 
surpassing the cases wit-
nessed during the SARS 
or severe acute respirat-
ory syndrome outbreak, 
which had caused havoc in 
China in 2002-03. Over 800 
people, mostly in China, 
died during the SARS epi-
demic.

ESMA violations to attract  
up to 3 years jail term

»continued from P1
 lower side which is re-
quired to be enhanced so 
as to prevent the strikes 
for maintenance of public 
utility services.

“Once offences under 
the act are made cognis-
able, the police would be 
able to arrest the offend-

ers without any warrant 
thereby preventing the 
commission of offences,” 
it said.

As per cabinet approval, 
the amendment will be 
made to Section 4, Section 
5, Section 6 and Section 9 
of the Goa Essential Ser-
vices Maintenance Act. NT

PWD gets back govt...
»continued from P1

As per a cabinet note, a 
total of 467 schools have 
been repaired by the 
GSIDC till date and works 
on 239 schools have been 
in progress. 

A total of 894 govern-
ment primary schools had 
been functioning in the 
state in 2012. However, 
over the period of time, the 
number of these schools 
has come down owing to 
various reasons includ-
ing the amalgamation of 
schools and the nil enroll-
ment.

At present, Goa has 742 
government schools – 42 
middle schools, 78 high 
schools, and nine higher 
secondary schools. 

The cabinet also re-
solved to forward to the 
Governor the report of 
the Comptroller and Aud-
itor General of India for 
the year ended March 31, 
2018, and the report on 
state finances for the year 
ended March 31, 2018 The 

government decided to re-
quest him on tabling of the 
reports in the state legis-
lative assembly during the 
forthcoming budget ses-
sion that commences on 
February 3.

The council of ministers 
also decided to approve 
the draft of the Goa co-op-
erative societies (amend-
ment) bill, 2020, that seeks 
to omit fourth proviso to 
sub-section 6 of section 59 
of the Goa Co-operative 
Societies Act, 2001. 

The amendment aims 
at enabling a board of dir-
ector of the apex or federal 
co-operative society, who 
is the representative of the 
primary co-operative so-
ciety, to also enjoy mana-
gerial right in an individual 
capacity over such primary 
society.

The cabinet further ap-
proved the supplementary 
demands for grants 2019-
20 (second batch) to be 
tabled in the house during 
the session.

JD-U expels  
2 dissidents

»continued from P1
clear that they don’t want to 
abide by the “party’s discip-
line and worked against its 
decisions and functioning”.

The two leaders have of-
ten spoken against the Cit-
izenship (Amendment) Act 
and the National Popula-
tion Register with Varma 
publicly questioning Ku-
mar over his ideology.

The JD-U is supporting 
these measures.

Tyagi said, “Loyalty to 
party’s discipline, decision 
and leadership is the or-
ganisation’s basic mantra.”

The two expelled leaders 
were quick to take a dig at 
Kumar, with Kishor offer-
ing his “best wishes” to him 
to “retain the chair of Chief 
Minister of Bihar” and 
Varma wishing him well in 
his “ambition of being CM 
of Bihar at any cost”. 

The expulsion came a day 
after the rift between Ku-
mar and Kishor came out 
in open with the Bihar Chief 
Minister saying that the poll 
strategist was inducted in 

the party at the prodding of 
Union Home Minister and 
former BJP president Amit 
Shah, a remark which re-
ceived a sharp retort from 
Kishor.

“What a fall for you to lie 
about how and why you 
made me join JD-U! Poor at-
tempt on your part to try and 
make my colour same as 
yours! And if you are telling 
the truth who would believe 
that you still have courage 
not to listen to someone re-
commended by Amit Shah,” 
Kishor had tweeted. 

Hitting back, the JD-U 
statement said, “It is im-
perative that Kishor be re-
moved from the party so 
that he doesn’t fall any 
lower.” 

With both leaders critical 
of the Modi government’s 
citizenship measures, their 
removal from the JD-U will 
please the BJP, which has 
already announced that 
their alliance will fight un-
der Kumar’s leadership in 
the Bihar assembly polls 
slated for later this year. 

Govt mulls opening...
»continued from P1

The DoHE source in-
formed that presently at least 
half-a-dozen proposals have 
been received by the govern-
ment from different insti-
tutes linked to either private 
or deemed universities to set 
up their campuses in Goa, 
including a medical edu-
cation institute and a hotel 
management institute.

A Goa University professor 
observed that institutes affil-
iated to other universities 
setting up their campuses in 
Goa, could expand the edu-
cational accessibility to the 
students.

NGT raps civic bodies on non-segregation of waste
»continued from P1
saying the issue of solid and liquid 
waste needed to be taken seriously 
and accountability needed to be 
fixed and “consequences for failure 
clearly provided and enforced”.  

“Current processing of the waste 
generated and collected is also not 
taking place on regular basis. For any 
person travelling by train, hotspots 
of scattered garbage and overflow-
ing sewage are common sights. Sat-
isfactory sewage management also 
remains a far cry,” the order has said.

It has also observed that most stat-
utory timelines have expired and dir-
ections of the Supreme Court and the 
tribunal to comply with Solid Waste 
Management Rules, 2016 remain un-
executed.

The court has reiterated its dir-
ection on 100 per cent treatment of 
sewage entering the rivers across 
the country by March 31, 2020 at 
least to the extent of in-situ remedi-
ation; and before the said date, com-
mencement of setting up of sewage 
treatment plants and the work of 

connecting all the drains and other 
sources of generation of sewage to 
the STPs must be ensured, failing 
which the concerned departments 
will have to pay a fine of Rs 5 lakh a 
month per drain.

The tribunal has also said that leg-
acy waste remediation was to com-
mence from November 1, 2019  in 
terms of it earlier order on July 17, 
although statutory timeline for com-
pleting the said step is April 7, 2021. 
But the direction remains unex-
ecuted at most of the places.

BJP for tax tweaks in budget to woo investors
»continued from P1

“There is a concern on 
LTCG and DDT...as a lot of 
financial transactions are 
moving out of the country 
to Singapore, Hong Kong 
and London,” Agarwal said.

The long-term capital 
gain tax of 10 per cent on 
the sale of equity shares 
was reintroduced in 2018 
by former Union finance 
minister Arun Jaitley after a 
gap of 14 years, much to the 
disappointment of market 
participants and has been a 
major hindrance to foreign 
investment.

Agarwal said there was a 

need to reduce the cost of 
financial transactions in the 
country.

“These are doable and 
without putting much fin-
ancial burden on the gov-
ernment”.

Currently, Indian com-
panies pay over 15 per cent 
dividend distribution tax 
on declared dividends and 
investors pay another 10 
per cent tax on receiving 
more than Rs 1  million  di-
vidend in a financial year.

Many tax experts said 
these rules do not allow for-
eign investors to claim tax 
credit in their countries and 

small investors are forced to 
pay higher tax.

“It may be worthwhile to 
consider reverting back to 
the taxation of dividends 
in the hands of recipients 
with a smaller amount be-
ing reduced at source,” 
said S R Patnaik, Partner & 
Head-Taxation, Cyril Am-
archand Mangaldas, a law 
firm.

Sitharaman, who will 
present the annual budget 
to Parliament on Saturday, 
is widely expected to an-
nounce a slew of measures 
of support sputtering eco-
nomic growth.

Refrain of sorrow for 
declining police band

»continued from P1
it comes to joining the Goa 
police band as a band man 
(police constable). The 
starting salary is around Rs 
20,000, the officer says. 

Currently the Goa po-
lice band is headed by an 
assistant sub-inspector of 
police. 

Instruments such as 
trumpet, cornet, tenor sax-
ophone, alto saxophone, 

clarinet, trombone, French 
horn, side drum, bass drum 
and etc are played by police 
band men. 

The police department 
is working to provide new 
uniforms to musicians. 

The police band, which 
performs during state-level 
ceremonies, also plays for 
private and social functions 
for which a nominal fee is 
charged.

AGENCIES 
New Delhi/ London

In a diplomatic victory for 
India, there will be no vot-
ing on the  resolution on 
CAA in the European Par-
liament on Thursday. 

 Official sources said In-
dian lobbyists prevailed 
over Pakistani lobbyists in 
the European  Parliament 
on Wednesday, turning 
around the situation in fa-
vour of India.   The resol-
utions against India were 
pushed by Pakistan-ori-
gin British member of 
European  Parliament Shaf-
faq Mohammad, close to 
the Imran Khan establish-
ment in Islamabad. 

 “Strenuous efforts of out-
going British MEP, Shaf-
faq Mohammad to have 
a resolution passed by 
the European Parliament 
against India on the pen-

ultimate day before Brexit 
were defeated,” a  source 
said. 

 The Modi government 
has maintained that the 
CAA is an internal matter to 
India and  has been adop-
ted through a due process 
and democratic means. 
“We expect that our per-
spectives  in this matter will 
be understood by all object-
ive and fair-minded MEPs,” 
a source said.  The joint mo-
tion, combining five differ-
ent resolutions tabled by 
Members of the European 
Parliament  against CAA 
has been placed on the fi-
nal agenda for debate at the 
plenary session in Brussels 
on Wednesday.

The motion takes note 
of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights  statement last 
month, which described 
the CAA as “fundamentally 

discriminatory in nature”, 
and also of other UN as 
well as the European Union 
guidelines on human rights 
as it calls on the Indian gov-
ernment to “repeal the dis-
criminatory amendments”.

The debate on CAA will 
follow the European Par-
liament’s historic ratifica-
tion of the Brexit bill, under 
which the UK is set to form-
ally leave the economic 
bloc on Friday.

“While the CAA’s stated 
goal of protecting perse-
cuted groups is welcome, 
an effective national asylum 
and refugee policy should 
be just and holistic in nature 
and apply to all those in 
need,” notes the motion, 
which describes the CAA 
as “discriminatory in nature 
and dangerously divisive”.

The Indian government 
has maintained that the 
CAA, which was passed by 

the Indian Parliament last 
month, is an internal matter 
of the country and stressed 
that the goal is to protect 
the oppressed minorities of 
neighbouring countries. It 
has been extremely critical of 
the move in Brussels, which 
the European Commission 
– the executive arm of the 
economic bloc – has sought 
to distance itself from. Lok 
Sabha Speaker Om Birla on 
Monday wrote to European 
Parliament President David 
Maria Sassoli over the resol-
utions, saying it is inappro-
priate for one legislature to 
pass judgment on another 
and the practice can be mis-
used by vested interests.

“As members of Inter 
Parliamentary Union, we 
should respect sovereign 
processes of fellow legis-
latures, especially in demo-
cracies,” Birla said in the 
letter.

JOINT ANTI-CAA MOTION

Big diplomatic win for 
India in EU Parliament

There will be no voting on resolution
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GOA 
BRIEFS
Vivek Chaurasia advances
PANAJI: Vivek Chaurasia outplayed Kanwalpreet Singh 
4-2, 4-1 to advance to the next round of the men’s singles 
category in Gadre Gasper Dias Open being held in 
Miramar on Wednesday. In the ladies category, Pooja 
Naik was victorious against Simran Bundela beating her 
4-2, 3-4, 10-7. In boys U-12 category, Puneet defeated 
Aryan 6-0 while Vara Eshwar beat Saanvi 6-0 in the girls 
U-12 category. In the boys U-16 matches, Saiel Gajinkar 
defeated Aryan Kunkolkar 6-0 and Ankit Bhateja beat 
Kai Wong 6-0. 

State Gymnastic C’ship from Feb 16
PANAJI: Goa Gymnastic Association will be organ-
ising the State Gymnastics Championship 2019-20 on 
February 16 at Vivekanand College Hall, Shirshire-Bori, 
Ponda. It will be conducted in the age groups of 5-7 yrs 
(2013 to 2015), 8-12 yrs (2008 to 2012), 13-16 yrs (2004 to 
2007) and 17 years & above (2003 or before). Last date 
of entry is February 10. For further details contact Goa 
Gymnastic Association - 8381011646.

FIXTURES
GFA Second Division League (Bardez Zone): St An-
thony Sports Club, Marna V Sinquerim Sports Club, 
Duler Stadium, 3.45 pm. (Salcete Zone): Carmel Sports 
Club V Sports & Welfare Club, Zaino, Dramapur ground, 
4.00 pm; Mandopa Sporting Club V United Club Of Tel-
aulim, Astro Turf, Fatorda, 4.00 pm
GFA U-16 League (First Division): Sporting Clube De 
Goa V Sesa Football Academy, Don Bosco ground, 
Panjim, 4.00 pm

UN_29_1

Regional Office, Goa 

Employees' State Insurance Corporation 
Ministry of Labour & Employment, (Govt. of India) 

Panchdeep Bhawan, EDC Plot no.23, Patto, Panji, Goa 403001 
Ph:8232-2438853, 2438870, Fax no: 0832-2438858

Email: rd-goa@esic.nic.in

Tie-up Arrangement with M/s Manipal Hospital, Dona Paula Panaji for Providing  “Super 
Speciality Treatment (Including Diagnostic) Services” to the ESI Beneficiaries of Goa Region.  

Employees’ State Insurance Corporation, Regional Office, Goa has made Tie-up arrangement 
with Manipal Hospital, Dona Paula, Panaji Goa-403004 to provide cashless Super Specialty 
Treatment (Including Diagnostic) to the ESI Beneficiaries of Goa Region from 20.11.2019 to 
19.11.2020. 

N. M. Ojha
Regional Director

SST Specialty
Cardiology and cardiothoracic, 

Oncology, Oncosurgery and Radiotherpy.

SST Investigation
CT Scan, MRI Echocardiography and Bone 

Scan & screening of other parts of body. 

davp 23174/11/0015/1920

Minerva Punjab’s Dipanda Dicka gets in position to head the ball as Neroca goalkeeper 
approaches to intercept during their match in Ludhiana on Wednesday

season and also the first of 
the 13th Hero I-League.

Gift Raikhan of Neroca 
fielded new signing Philip 
Adja Tetteh of Ghana to 
partner Malian Boubacar 
Diara up front while bring-
ing on Ousmane Diawara 
at the back as Dhanan-

joy Singh sat out of the last 
game.   

Yan Law, the Punjab 
coach, was forced to bench 
Brazilian Danillo, replacing 
him with Nirmal Chetri. 
Munmun also made the cut 
with Yumnam Raju sitting 
out. Makan Chothe had the 

first clear chance for Pun-
jab as early as in the second 
minute when a Cavin Lobo 
ball found him one-on-one 
with the keeper, but a heavy 
first touch was enough for 
Trinidadian keeper Marvin 
Devon Phillip to come out 
and collect.

SCORE 
BOARD
INDIA 179/5: R Sharma c Southee b Bennett 65, KL Rahul c 
Munro b Grandhomme 27, S Dube c Sodhi b Bennett 3, V Kohli 
c Southee b Bennett 38, S Iyer st Seifert b Santner 17, M Pandey 
not out 14, R Jadeja not out 10. BOWLING: Southee 4-0-39-0, 
Bennett 4-0-54-3, Kuggelegin 2-0-10-0, Santner 4-0-37-1, Sodhi 
4-0-23-0, Grandhomme 2-0-13-1. NEW ZEALAND 179/6: M 
Guptill c sub (Samson) b Thakur 31, C Munro st KL Rahul b 
Jadeja 14, K Williamson c KL Rahul b Shami 95, M Santner 
b Chahal 9, C de Grandhomme c Dube b Thakur 5, R Taylor 
b Shami 17, T Seifert not out 0. BOWLING: Thakur 3-0-21-2, 
Shami 4-0-32-2, Bumrah 4-0-45-0, Chahal 4-0-36-1, Jadeja 4-0-
23-1, Dube 1-0-14-0.

REUTERS
Wellington

Rohit Sharma belted two 
sixes off the final two de-
liveries of a Super Over to 
give India victory in the 
third Twenty20 interna-
tional against New Zealand 
at Seddon Park in Hamilton 
on Wednesday and clinch 
the series with two games 
to spare.

Sharma finished on 15 
not out after he hit two sixes 
off Tim Southee to lead In-
dia to 20-0 after New Zeal-
and scored 17-0 in their over 
bowled by Jasprit Bumrah, 
with Kane Williamson scor-
ing 11, while Martin Guptill 
finished on five.

New Zealand captain 
Williamson had almost 
single-handedly led his 
side to a win in the regula-
tion 20 overs when he blas-
ted 95 from 48 balls but was 
dismissed by Mohammed 
Shami with three balls re-
maining and two runs 
needed for victory.

Shami, however, con-
ceded just one run through 
a bye on the penultim-
ate ball then bowled Ross 
Taylor on the final delivery 
to leave New Zealand on 
179-6. India, who scored 
179-5 in their innings, won 
the first two games of the 
five-match series in Auck-
land at the weekend.

Rohit (65) and KL Rahul 
had given India a blister-
ing start, with Rohit’s 20th 
Twenty20 half century be-

NEW ZEALAND V INDIA, 3RD T20I

Sharma scripts ‘super over’ 
magic as India clinch series

Williamson’s heroic 95 goes in vain
MICHAEL BRADLEY | AFP

LAST BALL THRILLER: Rohit Sharma hits a six as the 
winning runs during the third T20I against New Zealand at 
Seddon Park in Hamilton on Wednesday.

Sharma breaks 
‘super over’ jinx
Vs Windies 2012
0 run out
Vs Gujarat Lions 2017 
0 not out
Vs Sunrisers 2019 
DNB
Vs New Zealand 2020 
15 not out

ing reached inside the first 
six overs as they put on 77 
runs in the first seven.

Rahul was dismissed on 
the final ball of the ninth 
over but at 89-1 with 11 

overs remaining the tour-
ists were still well placed to 
score over 200 before New 
Zealand clamped down in 
the second half of the in-
nings.

PTI
Ludhiana

Dipanda Dicka scored a 
brilliant hat-trick to help 
Minerva Punjab FC register 
a 3-2 comeback win over 
Neroca FC in their Hero 
I-League match on Wed-
nesday. 

Dicka fired home in the 
27th, 43rd and 89th minute 
after Varun Thokchom (4th) 
Philip Teteh (20th) handed 
Neroca a two-goal cushion 
early in the first half. 

Punjab, who are now on a 
nine-game winning streak, 
have garnered 17 points 
from 10 matches, and are 
three points behind league 
leaders Mohun Bagan, 
who also have a game in 
hand.  Neroca will remain 
on eighth place with eight 
points from nine games. 
Cameroonian striker Dicka 
is also now the sole top 
scorer of the league with 
eight goals to his name. This 
was his first hat-trick of the 

I-LEAGUE

Dipanda’s hat-trick helps 
Minerva stun Neroca

AIFF MEDIA Neroca took the lead in 
the fourth minute when 
Varun Thokchom’s auda-
cious, yet delectable back-
flick from the near post off a 
corner, completely foxed the 
Punjab defence and keeper 
Kiran Limbu.  

The visitors struck again 
in the 20th minute, this time 
thanks to a fatal back-pass 
by Liberian defender Teah 
Dennis. The loose ball was 
collected half-way by Tetteh, 
who deposited it over the 
keeper into the back of the 
net. The double strikes were 
enough for Yan Law to im-
mediately bring on Brazilian 
front-man Teixeira Junior in 
place of Chote.

Neroca’s Siam Hangal 
was then booked for a foul 
on Dicka, resulting in a free-
kick in a dangerous posi-
tion outside the box and the 
Cameroonian did not let the 
opportunity go and curled 
a beauty past the wall and 
away from a fully stretched 
Marvin.  

NT NETWORK
Santa Cruz

Crown Club 
entered the semi-fi-
nals after beating 
Vathari Boys in 
straight sets 25-23, 
25-20, 28-26 of the 
All Goa Crown Vol-
leyball Tournament 
at Santa Cruz on 
Wednesday. 

In the first set, 
Crown Club were 
stretched by the 
Vathari Boys with 
their solid defense 
but Crown Club 

changed tactics and 
slowed the game 
and with deft pla-
cing managed to 
beat Vathari boys 
25-23. The 2nd set 
was different, Vath-

ari boys took a 15-
11 lead but Crown 
fought back and 
equalised score at 
16-16. Crown club 
than took the set at 
25-20.

The 3rd set star-
ted with Crown 
Club playing with 
short lift and effect-
ive double block-
ing. They won the 
set at 28-26.

CROWN CLUB VOLLEYBALL

Crown Club enter semis

Players of Crown Club and Vathari Boys in action on Wednesday.

NT NETWORK
Duler

Faheez Mohammed 
scored a fine hat-trick as 
Bidesh XI Sports Club re-
gistered a convincing 6-0 
win over PVC Parra in 
the GFA Second Division 
League, played at Duler 
Stadium, Mapusa, on 
Wednesday.

It was a one way traffic 
from the word go as Bidesh 
XI SC displayed their su-
premacy to the spectators 
gathered on Wednesday 
evening at the Stadium. 

The dominance was 
soon converted into 
lead in the 21st minute 

through Dnyaneshwar 
Pednekar, who scored 
his brace just before the 
breather to give his side a  
two-goal cushion at the 
break.

However, changing 
ends, Bidesh XI SC contin-
ued from where they had 
left and inflated their tally 
in the 69th minute through 
Domnic M.

Then it was all about 
Faheez Mohammed who 
scored a splendid hat-
trick. He first scored in 
the 70th minute, com-
pleted his brace in the 77th 
minute and scored his hat-
trick in the second half in-
jury time.

GFA SECOND DIVISION LEAGUE

Faheez shines in 
Bidesh’s win

REUTERS
London

The Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC) 
has changed the order 
of home matches to 
be played by Chinese 
clubs in the AFC 
Champions League 
group stage due to 
the outbreak of a new 
coronavirus in the 

country, Asian soccer’s 
governing body said on 
Wednesday.

The move follows 
consultation with the 
Chinese Football As-
sociation (CFA) and 
means that home 
games of the four 
Chinese clubs on the 
first three match days 
will be rescheduled 
and played away by 

swapping the order 
with their opponents.

“The decision, which 
was also made in con-
junction with the com-
peting clubs from the 
respective groups, is a 
precautionary measure 
to ensure the safety and 
well-being of all par-
ticipating players and 
teams,” the AFC said in 
a statement.

Coronavirus fears force 
AFC to shift Chinese  
clubs home games

NT NETWORK
Calangute

Goan Warriors Football Club 
scored in either half of the play to 
score a comfortable 2-0 win over 
Anjuna Gymkhana in the Goa 
Football Association U-14 Second 
Division League at Poriat ground, 
Calangute, on Wednesday.

Zaid Khan was the star player 
for the winners as it was his goals 
which gifted Goan Warriors a cru-
cial win. Zaid, first scored in the 
26th minute and then doubled 
the account in the 69th minute to 
deny any hopes of late comeback 

for Anjuna Gymkhana.
At Artificial Turf ground: It 

was about another individual 
brilliance from Chalton Coelho 
which helped Raia Football Club 
pocket full points against CAC 
Cansaulim.

After playing a barren first 
session, Raia finally managed 
to break down the stubbord 
Cansaulim defence as they scored 
two goals in the span of three 
minutes. 

Chalton first scored in the 47th 
minute and then completed his 
brace in the 50th minute to seal 
full points for Raia.

GFA U-14 SECOND DIVISION

Goan Warriors, Raia FC win

NT NETWORK
Porvorim

Captain Amit Verma was 
a thorn in Arunachal Pra-
desh’s path as Goa beat 
the visitors by an innings 
and 336 runs, to keep their 
qualifying hopes to the Elite 
Group of the Ranji Trophy 
alive, at the Goa Cricket As-
sociation (GCA) Academy 
ground in Porvorim on 
Wednesday.

Arunachal Pradesh who 
were bowled for 83 in their 
first innings – chasing Goa’s 
first inning total of 589 for 2 
declared – were bowled out 
for 170 on the third day of 
play with Amit claiming six 
second innings wickets and 
nine in all. He was named 
the man of the match for 
the second consecutive 
home match.

Arunachal Pradesh, who 
started the third day’s play 

Ranji Trophy

Goa sends Arunachal 
Pradesh scampering; wins 

by innings and 336 runs
GCA MEDIA

with three wickets down, 
could offer little resistance 
as the Goan bowling attack 
wrapped the game soon 
after the lunch break.

Darshan Misal claimed 
two wickets whilst Fe-
lix Alemao and Amulya 
Pandrekar claimed one 

each.
Rahul Dalal was the sole 

Arunachal Pradesh bats-
man who could offer resist-
ance to the Goan bowling 
with his 68 of 98 balls faced.

Goa is now on top of the 
Plate Group table with 37 
points.

IANS
Bengaluru

Sreebhumi FC trounced 
Bidesh XI Sporting Club 2-0 
in Indian Women’s League 
clash at the Bangalore sta-
dium on Wednesday.

It was an even start to 
the match with both teams 
locked in an intense mid-
field battle. Jeromina 
Colaco and Macrenna Dias 
of Bidesh XI were orches-
trating play from the centre 
of the park but lack of qual-
ity balls was not helping 
their cause.

Sreebhumi made the 
most of their chance in the 

25th minute and drew first 
blood through midfielder 
Poonam. She breezed past 
her way from midfield and 
unleashed a deadly shot 
from outside of the pen-

alty box to beat goalkeeper 
Pereira.

Around the half-hour 
mark, they could have 
doubled the lead if they had 
taken advantage of a mis-

communication between 
Bidesh’s defenders and 
Pereira. 

Sushmita Yadhav of 
Bidesh XI got a sight of goal 
in the 39th minute but the 
striker blasted her shot over 
the crosspiece after burn-
ing her pace to beat Sreeb-
humi’s defenders.

It was an inspired start 
to the second half from 
Bidesh XI as they went all 
guns blazing for the equal-
iser. But it was the women in 
pink who doubled their lead 
in the 62nd minute when 
Ritu Devi found the back of 
the net after latching on to a 
well-delivered corner. 

Indian Women’s League

Goa’s Bidesh XI stumble again

Players of Bidesh XI and Sreebhumi FC in action during their 
match in Bengaluru on Wednesday.

AIFF MEDIA
REUTERS
Melbourne

Dominic Thiem ended six 
years of Grand Slam frustra-
tion against Rafa Nadal on 
Wednesday with a seismic 
7-6(3) 7-6(4) 4-6 7-6(6) up-
set that booked his maiden 
Australian Open semi-final 
and rocked the old guard of 
men’s tennis.

After pulling off a 
nerve-shredding win that 
quashed doubts about his 
prowess on hardcourts, the 
26-year-old Austrian will 
face Alexander Zverev for a 
place in the final, a match-
up scarcely imaginable at 
the start of the tournament.

Fifth seed Thiem will 
head into Friday’s clash 
against the young Ger-
man brimming with con-
fidence, having ended top 
seed Nadal’s bid for a re-
cord-equalling 20th Grand 
Slam title, despite a few 
wobbles on the way to vic-
tory.

Turning the tables on the 
man who had beaten him 
in all five of their previous 
Grand Slam meetings, in-
cluding the last two French 
Open finals, Thiem became 
only the second Austrian 
to reach the last four at 
Melbourne Park, following 
Thomas Muster’s runs in 
1989 and 1997.

AUSTRALIAN OPEN

Nadal bows out
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BRIEFS
Trezeguet fires 
Villa into final
BIRMINGHAM: As-
ton Villa’s Trezeguet 
struck a dramatic 
93rd-minute winner 
to send them into 
the League Cup final 
with a 2-1 victory over 
Leicester City that gave 
them a 3-2 aggregate 
win on Tuesday. Matt 
Targett fired the hosts 
ahead in the semi-final 
second leg at Villa Park 
after being teed up 
by Jack Grealish, with 
Leicester’s Youri Tiele-
mans hitting the cross-
bar at the other end. 
Kelechi Iheanacho 
equalised from close 
range in the 72nd 
minute as he did in the 
first leg, but Trezeguet 
finished perfectly in 
stoppage time at the 
back post to win it for 
Dean Smith’s side.

Man Utd agree 
to sign Bruno 
Fernandes
LONDON: Manchester 
United have agreed a 
deal to sign Portuguese 
international midfielder 
Bruno Fernandes from 
Sporting Lisbon, the 
Premier League club 
announced on Wed-
nesday. 

Indian eves 
lose 0-1 to NZ
AUCKLAND: The Indian 
women’s hockey team 
suffered a 0-1 loss to 
New Zealand in its third 
match of the ongoing 
tour in Auckland on 
Wednesday. New Zeal-
and’s Hope Ralph (37th) 
was the lone scorer of 
the match. India had 
earlier registered a 4-0 
win in their first match 
against the New Zealand 
Development squad but 
lost 1-2 in the following 
match.
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ISL MEDIA

TODAY’S FIXTURE
Bengaluru FC V Hyderabad FC, 7.30 pm

Rank TEAMS P W D L GF GA GD PTS
1 FC Goa 15 9 3 3 32 20 12 30
2 ATK 14 8 3 3 24 10 14 27
3 Bengaluru FC 14 7 4 3 18 9 9 25
4 Odisha FC 15 6 3 6 21 23 -2 21
5 Mumbai City 14 5 5 4 20 22 -2 20
6 Chennaiyin FC 13 5 3 5 20 20 0 18
7 Jamshedpur 13 4 4 5 17 21 -4 16
8 Kerala Blasters 14 3 5 6 20 21 -1 14
9 NorthEast Utd 12 2 5 5 9 17 -8 11

10 Hyderabad 14 1 3 10 14 32 -18 6
11 Aizawl FC 4 0 2 2 4 6 -2 2

POINTS TABLE

PTI
Bhubaneswar

FC Goa edged past a resilient Odisha 
FC 4-2 to reclaim the top spot in the 
Indian Super League at the Kalinga 
Stadium here on Wednesday.

A Vinit Rai own goal (21st minute) 
followed by a Jackichand Singh brace 
(24th, 27th) set Goa on their way to 
a big win. But Manuel Onwu (59th, 
65th) then struck twice in the second 
half and nearly brought Odisha back 
into the game. A late goal from Ferran 
Corominas (90+1st) settled the result.

With 30 points from 15 matches, 
Goa moved three points clear at the 
top of the table.

Odisha’s playoff hopes took a hit 
as they remain fourth with 21 points. 
With games in hand, the likes of Mum-

bai City FC and Chennaiyin FC now 
have a chance to overtake Odisha.

Goa were off to a dominant start, 
registering more than 60 per cent 
possession in the first quarter. Goa’s 
pressure and dominance yielded 
three goals in six minutes in 
the first half.

In the 21st minute, Edu Be-
dia’s free-kick took a deflection 
off Vinit and beat goalkeeper 
Francisco Dorronsorro on its way 
into the net. 

Odisha’s right flank struggled to 
contain Goa attacks and the visitors 
soon took advantage.

Mandar Rao Dessai ran down 
the wings and squared the ball for 
Jackichand whose strike found the 
corner of the net in the 24th minute. 
Three minutes later, Hugo Boum-

ous was gifted space and time on the 
ball to swing a cross into the box for 
Jackichand, who slotted home his 
second with aplomb. Odisha then 
scored, thanks to new signing Manuel 

Onwu who finished well after 
collecting a clever pass into the 
box from Vinit, but the goal 
was ruled offside.

Odisha pressed higher up 
the field in a bid to get back into 

the game after restart. Close to the 
hour mark, Onwu opened his ISL 
account with a well-taken header. 
Narayan Das whipped a cross into the 
centre of the box from the left flank 
and Onwu, who was left unmarked, 
placed his header into the bottom 
right corner, out of goalkeeper Mo-
hammad Nawaz’’s reach.

Goa looked to hit back immedi-
ately as Corominas dribbled past the 
Odisha defence through the centre. 
He released Brandon Fernandes into 
the box, but the strike was kept out 
well by Dorronsoro.

The hosts fought their way back into 
the contest and reduced the deficit in the 
65th minute. Onwu beat Mourtada Fall 
in the air from a corner at the near post 
and his header, which took a deflection 
off the Goa centre-back, went in.

Odisha continued to threaten as the 
game inched closer to the full-time 
whistle, but it was Goa who clinched 
a late goal to seal the result.

FC Goa dominate 
resilient Odisha

FISTED: FC Goa goalkeeper Antonio Da silva aborts an FC Bengaluru United attempt at the FC Goa citadel in the AIFF 2nd 
Divivion I-League match at Panchayat ground in Nagoa, Verna on Wednesday.

NT NETWORK
Nagoa

FC Bengaluru United star-
ted on a bright note with a 
well deserved solitary goal 
win over FC Goa (reserves) 
in the AIFF 2nd Division 
I-League at Panchayat 
Ground, Nagoa in Verna on 
Wednesday.

The match winner came 
off following a great cross 
from the right flank by Mo-
hammmad Asrar to striker 
Amey Bhatkal in the 78th 
minute, who lost no time in 
tapping the ball in, hood-
winking the FC Goa de-
fense and giving little time 
for keeper Antonio Da Silva 
from stopping the ball from 
entering the nets.

Both teams contested 
the match on even terms. 
While FC Goa dominated 
the opening quarter of the 
first half, FC Bengaluru 

United slowly took control 
of the proceedings and was 
all over the FC Goa territ-
ory for the major part of the 
proceedings.

FC Goa penetrated well 
inside the rival territory 
for the first fifteen minutes 
with great zeal and enthu-
siasm, giving an impression 
that they meant business. 
However, as the match pro-
gressed FC Goa began to 
back pedal to defend their 
fort.

During the early fifteen 
minutes of play, FC Goa 
could have scored through 
Lalnuntluanga Bawitlung 
and Flan Gomes – who dis-
played poor shooting abil-
ities, sending the ball wide 
off the target.

Bengaluru who relied 
on counter forays, which 
were few in the early fifteen 
minutes, took time to settle 
and once they found their 

rhythm, there was no look-
ing back as they went on 
making several goal scoring 
forays, which was repulsed 
by a resolute FC Goa back 
four.

Bengaluru looked men-
acing, particularly in the 
second session, producing 
raids that had a goal written 
on them. FC Goa survived 
due to strong defending 
and some good goal keep-
ing by Antonio.

Bengaluru captain Vign-
esh Gunashekar, who did 
a marvelous job in the 
midfield and their striker 
Vikram Vekatachalam were 
constantly on the prowl, 
hunting for goals now and 
again and their quick forays 
kept the FC Goa defense 
guessing.

The moment of glory for 
FC Bengaluru United came 
when a forward pass on the 
right flank to Mohammad 

Asrar who sped down the 
line and then after dodging 
two FC Goa defenders sent 
a perfect cross to Amey 
who responded with a styl-
ish tap to beat the FC Goa 
keeper.

Both the teams de-
pended mostly on the long 
balls and FC Bengaluru 
United had a clear edge, 
particularly in the second 
session when FC Goa 
looked fatigued, having no 
more power to fight back.

FC Goa strikers Aaren 
D’Silva could have done 
much better to get past 
the rival defenders, but he 
clearly lacked anticipation 
and composure to put the 
ball inside the nets.

FC Goa did try to come 
back in the last ten minutes 
of play but whatever moves 
the team made were not 
enough to get them the 
equaliser.

FC Bengaluru United dent FC 
Goa reserves in opener

2nd Division I-league
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Rank TEAMS P W D L GF GA GD PTS
1 Dempo Sports Club 6 4 2 0 22 3 19 14
2 Salgaocar FC 5 3 2 0 9 5 4 11
3 FC Goa 6 3 1 2 9 6 3 10
4 Sporting Clube de Goa 7 1 1 5 6 22 -16 4
5 Churchill Brothers 6 1 0 5 6 16 -10 3

FORMAT FOR TABLES

NT NETWORK
Campal

Churchill Brothers FC re-
gistered their first points in 
the All India Football Fed-
eration (AIFF) Sub-Junior 
League (Goa Zone) defeat-
ing Sporting Clube de Goa 
1-0 at Don Bosco Oratory 
ground in Campal on Wed-
nesday.

Churchill Brothers re-
main at the bottom of the 
table with three points from 
six matches whilst Sport-
ing Clube is second last 
with four points from seven 
games.

Players from both teams 
showed the desire to excel in 
patches but from amongst 
the two, the Churchill lads 
showed more balance in 
their approach and there-
fore enjoyed a greater deal 
of ball pos-
session in the 
first session 
of play.

Leshawn 
Cardozo of 
Churchill 
Brothers 
showed more 
presence of 
mind in the 
manner in which he tried to 
switch the game between 
the two flanks and Chris 
Azavedo corresponded by 
switching his play from left 
to right and the duo were an 
eyeful in the first session.

Churchill Brothers had 
their first good chance to 
crack the Sporting goal in 
the 25th minute when cap-
tain Sharmad Kurade tried 
to break through the Sport-
ing Clube defense through 
the right corner flag only 
to be unable to beat keeper 
Aarif Shaikh.

The Sporting lads ten-

ded to fall back and 
keep their fort intact 
though the Churchill 
threats were never seri-
ous. However, Churchill 

brothers broke through 
the sporting defense in 
the 30th minute when 
Ricky Fernandes was fed 
though only to be unable 
to control the ball at the 
crucial moments.

Both teams walked off 
for the lemon break with no 
score.

Churchill Brothers FC 
continued their domina-
tion in the second session 
and in the 38th minute, 
Sangam Shetye sent in a 
long ball that had the Sport-
ing keeper Abdul Shaik take 
a few steps back to hold 

the ball. Churchill Broth-
ers managed to break the 
deadlock in the 51st minute 
when substitute Sohan 
Parge, on getting the ball 

in the Sport-
ing box, took 
it sideways 
and let in a 
shot that beat 
the Sporting 
keeper for the 
first and only 
goal of the 
evening.

Sporting 
did try to make a comeback 
and the best chance that 
came their way was in the 
54th minute when Saish 
Amonkar tried to curl the 
ball in from the left post 
to the right. However, 
Churchill keeper Abdul 
Shaikh made a superb save, 
to keep his team in the 
match.

Players of both teams 
tried to impress with ball 
control; anticipation; clear-
ances; and eagerness to 
score but, the child in them 
kept waking up through the 
seventy minutes of play. 

AIFF Sub-Junior League

Sohan Parge helps Churchill 
Brothers register first win

HANDS OFF: Churchill Brothers FC and Sporting Clube de 
Goa players try to free themselves before going for the ball 
in the AIFF Sub-junior league at DBO Oratory ground in 
Campal on Wednesday.
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