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A 
goodbye is never easy, 
and often it comes with 
tears and heartache, 
but a goodbye to the 
‘Goencho Festakar’ was 

unlike others. Friends and well-
wishers of the festakar of Goa, 
Marius Fernandes recently or-
ganised the ‘Festamkarchem fest’ 
to show their gratitude to the 
man for his contribution in pre-
serving and conserving the rich 
cultural heritage of Goa through 
the organisation of his ‘peoples’ 
and eco-friendly festivals. The 
‘Festamkarchem fest’ was held at 
Socorro Church Gardens, Socorro 
amidst quite a buzzing revelry. 
The Socorro Socio-Art and Cultur-
al Association with the students 
of Nirmala Institute of Education 
and Carmel College for Women 
took a front seat in organising 
this event with several cultural 
performances and activities for 
participants. 

Music enthusiasts led by musi-
cian Carlos Gonsalves and singer 
Olavo Rodrigues enthralled the 
gathered crowd with several per-
formances they were joined by 
students who played the ghumot. 
There were several other perfor-
mances lined up for the day giv-
ing a platform for each and every 
participant to showcase their skill 
and contribute in taking forward 
the Goan legacy. 

There were mimes and street 
plays performed by the students 
of various colleges, and the 
performance of a dance-fitness 
routine by  dance and movement 
therapist, Clizsma D’Costa. 

The festival was also like a 
mini-market where there were 
artisans of several traditional 
professions – sculptors, weavers - 
of the baskets and the traditional 
chairs, broom makers, dancers, 
cartoonists, teachers, musicians 
amongst others, who made their 
way to the festival. On the menu 
was some authentic Goan food 
including Goan fish curry, fried 
fish, pickle, salad, traditional veg-
etable dish, and dried prawns.

The festival also saw the 
release of a booklet containing 
information on the festivals or-
ganised by Marius, along with a 
short biography. “The booklet has 
instructions for those who want 
to organise eco-friendly festivals 
that are low cost and devoid any 
chief guests and sponsors,” said 
Marius about the book. Many 
well-wishers and followers of 
the festivals organised by Marius 
were present for farewell fest to 
thank him. 

Also present at the event were 
the parish priest of Our Lady of 
Soccoro Church, Fr Santana Car-
valho, cartoonist Alexyz, histo-
rian Prajal Sakhardande, Min-
ister for IT and Revenue Rohan 
Khaunte.

Farewell to ‘Goencho Festakar’
Marius Fernandes

Young students performing the folk dance

Marius and Alexyz at the release of the booklet 

Musicians play the ghumat enthralling the crowds

Keeping traditional occupations alive

Clizsma D’Costa perfoming a dance-fitness workout

A tribute to Marius by cartoonist Alexyz with depictions of all the festivals 
he has organised 

Weaving the traditional cane baskets 

A sculptor in action
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Goa-based, Dalton D’Souza is all set to contest for 
the upcoming Rubaru Mr India pageant that will 
take place in Goa for the first time, starting March 

7 to March 10. The grand finale of the same will take 
place on March 10. 

28-year-old Dalton D’Souza holds a Masters in Busi-
ness Application and is a successful entrepreneur. All 
the contestants of the beauty pageant will arrive in 
Goa on March 7 for the grooming and training ses-
sions. After a series of auditions across the nation the 
deserving candidates will be shortlisted as finalists 
who will then compete at the national level finale to 
be held in Goa. 

The candidates will be judged on various parameters 
like communication skills, talent, presentation, fitness 
and more. The top winners of the pageant will represent 
India at the international pageants for men in the com-
ing months. 

The Rubaru Mr India pageant is it began in the year 
2004 as a regional modeling competition in North India 
and gradually grew larger.

AB Luis and Siridon de Fatrade 
have released their first au-
dio album titled ‘Sangatan’. 

It is a beautiful collection of 12 
pleasant tracks, on various sub-
jects, especially to live in peace and 
harmony.  
The title track, ‘Sangatan’ insists 
on the importance of living in 
peace and harmony in this world, 
as requested by a loving God. It 
is nicely rendered by the young 
Dale Luis along with AB Luis and 
Siridon.  ‘Somzikai Naslear’ by 
Maria Lourdes with Mini Mario is 
for parents who are irresponsi-
ble and make their children suffer 
due to their misdeeds and ‘Dhor-
mik Iadnik’ by Tony de Ribandar 
is for the Catholic priests. Dale 
returns on ‘Social Media’ to tell the 
listener of the good and bad that 
evolves from this latest develop-
ment. ‘Nodrechem Dennem’ a duet 
from Bushka and AB Luis is one of 
the gems on this album. A story of 
what true love is all about. Siridon 

tells of society today on ‘Atamcho 
Somaz’, Maria Lourdes continues 
with ‘Zompoi Marinaka’ and Joanna 
with Selvy, render the 
humorous and enjoy-
able ‘Kati-Zati’.

‘Political Jokers’ 
a trio by Seby de Divar-Rosario 
de Siolim-Siridon is about selfish  

politicians and corruption, ‘Zom-
nichi Girestkai’ by Xavier Luis is for 
the value of hard work and ‘Devak 
Dhinvassni  by Rosario de Siolim 
tells of what pleases God. Mini 
Mario winds up the album with 
‘Vath Jivitacho Uzvadd’ A candle 
burns itself to dispel darkness and 
gives us light just as Jesus sacri-
ficed his life for us.

The well composed lyrics with 
plenty of meaning by AB Luis are 
set to beautiful music by Elick 
Vaz. The various instruments 
blend well, especially the man-
dolin and the guitar. The fillers 
are extremely pleasant and add 
to the quality of the album. The 
singers do full justice to various 
tracks. This album is one of those 
gems that are released for lovers 

of good Konkani music. 
Do add this to your col-
lection and make sure 
you buy an original copy 

priced at Rs 150; it is the cost of 
one ‘tiatr’ ticket today!

Dalton D’Souza in the race 
to become Rubaru Mr India
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