
CONDOLENCE 

We deeply mourn the sad demise of

CARLOS MENEZES
And convey our sincere and heartfelt sympathies

to the bereaved family.

MAY HIS SOUL REST IN ETERNAL PEACE

Managing Director
Management & Staff of

SCHIFFER AND MENEZES INDIA PVT. LTD.

Major who tied man to jeep 
in Kashmir awarded by army
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Anand said on Monday.
All factors including no-

table performance of Major 
Gogoi and “overall emerg-
ing indicators” of the Court 
of Inquiry have been “well-
considered” while con-
ferring the award on him, 
army sources said, in clear 
indication of the army’s 
support to his prompt de-
cision to tie the man pur-
portedly to protect soldiers 
from stone-throwers.

A video, showing the 
man tied to the army ve-
hicle during polling in the 
Srinagar Lok Sabha by-
election on April 9, had 
triggered a public outcry, 

prompting the force to in-
stitute a probe.

The sources said Major 
Gogoi was given the award 
during Army Chief Gen Bi-
pin Rawat’s visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir last week. 
They said the CoI into the 
incident is still under fi-
nalisation.

The Army chief’s ‘Com-
mendation Card’ is consid-
ered a prestigious award 
and is given for distin-
guished services and devo-
tion to duty. The CoI was 
tasked with a probe into 
the circumstances that 
prompted Major Gogoi to 
tie the Kashmiri youth to 
the jeep’s bonnet as a “hu-
man shield.”

Election to Goa RS seat postponed
>continued from Pg 1

returning officers for RS 
elections and they are 
also to be appointed as 
assistant returning offic-
ers for the presidential 
election.

The retiring members 

would have participated 
in the presidential elec-
tion as their terms would 
have ended after the elec-
tion is held sometime 
around July 20, he said.

“Besides, the Commis-
sion has invited the rec-
ognised political parties 

to prove before the Com-
mission the allegations 
made on tamperability 
of VVPAT and EVMs from 
June 3 and this will divert 
attention of some of the 
parties who may like to 
participate in the chal-
lenge,” he said.

Missing Indian climber found dead on Everest
>continued from Pg 1

“Our liaison officer de-
puted in Mt Everest has 
confirmed that he died 
after he fell some 150 to 
200 metres down from 
the Balcony while he was 
descending after the sum-
mit,” he said. “But it is not 
possible to retrieve the 
body immediately,” Chow-
ang Sherpa, managing di-
rector of Arun Treks and 
Expedition, said.

Balcony is the final rest-
ing spot before climbers 
ascend the south summit 
of the mountain.

With this, the total num-
ber of people who died 

from the Nepal side of Mt 
Everest has reached five.

Kumar successfully 
climbed the 8,848-metre 
high Mount Everest at 1:28 
pm on Saturday. His climb-
ing guide Lakpa Wongya 
Sherpa was also found un-
conscious after suffering 
from frostbite at Camp IV. 
Kumar and the climbing 
guide got separated during 
the descent.

Ang Tshering Sherpa, 
president of Nepal Moun-
taineering Association, 
had earlier said that “the 
chances of his survival 
were slim, as more than 
24 hours had elapsed since 
he went missing in the ex-

treme climate.”
An American and a Slo-

vakian died near the sum-
mit of the world’s highest 
peak on Sunday. An Aus-
tralian also died while the 
identity of the fourth per-
son was not immediately 
known.

Nepal has cleared 371 
mountaineers to climb 
Mount Everest during the 
current season ending this 
month.

Nearly 300 people have 
died on Mt Everest since 
the first ascent to the peak 
was made in 1953. It is esti-
mated that more than 200 
dead bodies are still lying 
on the mountain.

December deadline to settle claims under forest rights 
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356 community claims 
while 12 are facility 
claims. Quepem, Canaco-
na, Sanguem, Dharban-
dora, Ponda and Sattari 
talukas are covered un-
der the Act. 

Two districts, seven 
sub divisions and 158 
villages have been listed 
for the implementation 
of the Act by the depart-
ment of tribal welfare, a 
nodal agency for imple-

mentation of FRA.
The state government 

started the process for 
implementation of the 
Forest Rights Act in 2011 
by notifying State Level 
Monitoring Committee 
and district and sub-di-
vision level committees. 
Over 130 Forest Rights 
Committees have been 
constituted at the village 
level and they started 
the process of receiv-
ing claims from October 
2012.

The Minister said that 
the government has fully 
focussed itself to resolve 
the issue of Forest Rights 
Act, which is one of the 
major demands of the 
Scheduled Tribes com-
munity in the state. He 
said that the state gov-
ernment is fully commit-
ted to grant ownership 
rights to the tribals and 
other traditional forest 
dwellers, who are living 
in the forest areas, under 
the Act.

Ponda residents to be first to get piped gas
>continued from Pg 1

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi. He thanked Min-
ister of State (independent 
charge) for Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Dharmendra 
Pradhan for sanctioning 
the Rs 120-crore project for 
Goa.

“For North Goa, the 
gas will be tapped at  Cur-
chorem where we have a 
valve station. Initially, we 
will target large residential 

complexes and urban cen-
tres,” a company official 
said.

Piped gas came to Goa in 
February 2013 after a 175-
km pipeline was commis-
sioned at a cost of Rs 800 
crore. The GAIL’s Dabhol-
Bengaluru pipeline was 
tapped at Gokak in Karna-
taka to supply the gas to 
Goa by travelling 175 kilo-
metres. However, consum-
ers hardly benefitted from 
it, as the project for laying 

down a distribution net-
work had not taken off.

The GAIL’s 30-inch di-
ameter Dabhol-Bengaluru 
pipeline is designed to 
carry 16 million standard 
cubic metres of gas every 
day. The pipeline passes 
through Ratnagiri and Kol-
hapur districts of Maha-
rashtra and Belagavi, Dhar-
wad, Haveri, Davangere, 
Chitradurga, Tumkur and 
Bengaluru districts of Kar-
nataka.

2,000 households 
likely to benefit 
in initial phase
>continued from Pg 1

constructing the 25-km 
network that envisages 
supply of the natural gas 
to residents of Ponda and 
Panaji. The project is be-
ing undertaken by Goa 
Natural Gas Pvt Ltd, which 
is a 50:50 joint venture 
between GAIL India and 
Bharat Petroleum Corpo-
ration Limited (BPCL). The 
joint venture is also trying 
to rope in the Goa govern-
ment as the third partner 
with a proposal for 10 per 
cent stake. 

In April 2016, the Petro-
leum and Natural Gas Reg-
ulatory Board, New Delhi, 
awarded the contract to 

Goa Natural Gas Pvt Ltd to 
supply piped natural gas 
(PNG) and compressed 
natural gas (CNG) to con-
sumers in North Goa. “The 
company will be supply-
ing gas to five talukas in 
north Goa. Work on the 
project was held up be-
cause of various reasons 
such as elections etc,” ex-
plained Sachdeva. 

He said that the work 
of laying the pipeline for 
Panaji will commence af-
ter monsoon and the tar-
get is to provide piped gas 
to about 2,500 consumers 
in the capital city. The fill-
ing station for the 25-km 
network will be in Kun-
daim.
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NEW DELHI
Muslims resorting to tri-
ple talaq will face “social 
boycott” and an advi-
sory will be issued to the 
‘Qazis’ that they should 
tell the grooms that they 
will not resort to such a 
form of divorce, a promi-
nent Muslim body told 
the Supreme Court on 
Monday.

Dubbing triple talaq as 
an “undesirable practice” 
in the Shariat or Islamic 
law, the All India Muslim 
Personal Law Board (AIM-
PLB) said a dispute be-
tween husband and wife 
should be settled through 
“mutual interaction” and 
a code of conduct on this 
has been released by it, 
keeping in mind the ten-
ets of the Shariat.

The AIMPLB, which 
filed an affidavit, said 
that in order to discour-
age triple talaq as a form 
of divorce, it has decided 
to “socially boycott” those 

Muslims who resort to 
saying talaq in one go and 
reduce such divorce inci-
dents.

It told the apex court, 
which had heard the pleas 
challenging the practice 
of triple talaq at length 
for six days, that it has al-
ready passed a resolution 
in its working commit-
tee meeting on April 15-16 
against the practice of tri-
ple talaq.

“The stand of Shariat is 
clear about divorce that 
the pronouncement of di-
vorce without any reason 
and that three divorces in 
one go are not the correct 
method of pronouncement 
of divorce. Such a practice 
is strongly condemned by 
the Shariat,” it said.

In its affidavit, AIMPLB 
said it has decided to is-
sue an advisory through 
its website, publications 
and social media plat-
forms asking the Qazis 
(judge of a Sharia court) to 
tell the bridegroom at the 
time of executing the ‘Ni-

kahnama’ (marriage con-
tract) that they would not 
resort to ‘three divorces 
in one sitting’ in case of 
differences, as this is an 
“undesirable practice in 
Shariat.”

“At the time of perform-
ing ‘Nikah’ (marriage), 
the person performing 
the ‘Nikah’ will advise the 
bridegroom/man that in 
case of differences leading 
to talaq the bridegroom/
man shall not pronounce 
three divorces in one sit-
ting since it is an undesir-
able practice in Shariat,” 
the affidavit filed by AIM-
PLB secretary Mohammad 
Fazlurrahim said.

“At the time of per-
forming ‘Nikah,’ the per-
son performing the ‘Ni-
kah’ will advise both the 
bridegroom/man and the 
bride/woman to incor-
porate a condition in the 
‘Nikahnama’ to exclude 
resorting to pronounce-
ment of three divorces by 
her husband in one sit-
ting,” it said.

Will issue advisory against triple 
talaq: Muslim law board tells SC
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