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More often 
than not, 

film celebs 
have courted 

controversies 
when it came 

to receiving 
national 

recognitions

“A cartoonist enjoys 
not a great man but a 
ridiculous man, since 
cartooning is the art of 
insult and ridicule”
—R K Laxman
BY RAMNATH N PAI RAIKER | NT NETWORK

Malgudi and Goa may 
not have anything in 
common; in fact one 
is a fictitious small 

town somewhere in South India, 
which has functioned as a setting 
for many of the R K Narayan 
stories, while the other is a real-
life nature blessed state located 
along the Western coast of India. 
However, the extraordinary power 
of observation of the celebrated 
cartoonist, R K Laxman has 
given visual form to many of the 
fascinating locales in these two 
places. 

“Goa and Malgudi are as diverse 
as chalk and cheese, with one place 
existing in reality, while another 
one existing in the world of 
imagination,” Laxman said, when 
I briefly met him in his Mumbai 
home, on the Warden Road, at the 
turn of the century. 

“The stories of my brother 
provided me with sufficient 
material so as to draw the sketches 
of different locales and characters 
found in Malgudi, and then I had 
the freedom to add many little 
things in these sketches from my 
memories about the erstwhile 
Mysore State as well as the then 
Madras Province,” the well-known 
cartoonist had told me, adding that 
for him preparing the sketches 
of various spots in Goa was easy 
as well as difficult. “Easy because 
various locations in Goa existed 
before my eyes and I just needed 
to put them down on paper, and 
difficult for I did not belong to 
the place so as to understand the 
culture as well as tradition of Goa, 

which formed an integral part of 
these locations.” 

Laxman had prepared sketches 
for the Doordarshan television 
serial ‘Malgudi Days’ way back 
in 1986, which was based on the 
works of his brother, R K Narayan. 
His sketches of Malgudi can also 
be found in many of the books of 
Narayan. 

On the other hand, Laxman’s 
sketches – exactly 40 sketches 
– on Goa were the outcome of a 
project. He was commissioned 
to do these sketches by the noted 
Goan artist, Subodh Kerkar. The 
sketches prepared in 1998, gave an 
interesting insight into Goa, which 
over the years has lost much of its 
identity. These sketches display 
everything that is synonymous 
with Goa… The grand old houses, 
a passenger waiting for a public 
transport bus, people going to 
church, tavern, toddy tappers, 
fisherwoman, people relaxing 
on a beach, lovers seen along the 
riverside promenade, a tattoo artist 
exhibiting his skill on the arm of 
a tourist, goatherds, cowherds, 
temples, churches… The entire Goa 
has come alive in these sketches.

It so happened that on a visit 
to Mumbai, by sheer chance I 
saw compilation of R K Laxman’s 
illustrations titled ‘Faces’ published 
under the Millennium Series, 
which presented caricatures of 
personalities of distinction ranging 
from presidents to prime ministers 
of India, and from the world leaders 
to genius individuals, among 
others. One of my acquaintances 
in the metropolitan city, who 
knew Laxman’s senior office 
colleague, saw the particular book 
in my hand and inquired if I was 
a fan of Laxman. When I replied 
positively, he asked me whether I 
was interested in meeting him. And 
that’s how the meeting with the 
great cartoonist happened.

Earlier, in 1998, when Laxman 
was in Goa to do the sketches, I had 
met him and written extensively 
about his project in a local Marathi 

daily. The fact that I had met him 
in Goa, and was a journalist by 
profession facilitated my entry 
into his house, as also thanks to 
the precious help from cartoonist’s 
senior office colleague. It was a 
15-minute meeting and I could 
hardly carry out an elaborate 

interview with him. Nevertheless, 
he came across a very warm 
person. This was the time, when 
he had already retired from his 
newspaper and planning to shift 
to Pune, where he had bought an 
apartment.   
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A Goan Tribute
Had it not been for the efforts of Subodh Kerkar, Goa would 

have definitely missed being portrayed by the brush of R K Laxman. 
Kerkar, himself an artist of repute and a cartoonist as well, took 
charge when the state government refused to invest in sketching 
skills of Laxman, and took it upon himself to ensure that the 
eminent cartoonist, hurt by the bureaucratic behaviour, brought out 
Goa on paper as it appeared to him.

“That was some 15 to 20 years ago,” Kerkar told ‘The Navhind 
Times’, pointing out, “And now I plan to bring out a compilation of 
these precious sketches.” 

“The celebrated cartoonist was supposed to do 100 sketches, 
but we had to restrict them to 40 due to his advance age,” Kerkar 
said, maintaining that an exhibition of these sketches was held in 
the Art Gallery of the Kerkar Art Complex. The sketches were also 
displayed at the Century Bhavan, Mumbai under the auspices of 
Birla Academy of Art and Culture, in December 1998.

“As you see, 40 sketches are too few to bring out a book, and 
therefore, I will also be including some articles on R K Laxman 
in this book, which would aptly complement his works on Goa,” 
Kerkar, who had commissioned R K Laxman for the project, said.
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